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WELCOME TO THIS SERVICE BROADCAST FROM  
EXETER COLLEGE CHAPEL 

  
This service of Choral Evensong is a product of the Reformation, whereby sections from the 
monastic offices of Vespers and Compline were combined to produce one of the gems of 
Anglican liturgy. Evensong is, at its core, a service of the Word of God: the readings, 
canticles responses, and some of the prayers are taken from Holy Scripture. This is enhanced 
by choral settings of some parts of the service, adding to the mystery and bringing alive these 
ancient texts. 
 
Daily prayer has been offered in the College Chapel since its foundation by Walter de 
Stapledon in 1314. The prayers of today join with those of our predecessors, as we continue 
to pray for the life of the College, our Livings, the University, and World. 
 
 
Choral Evensong is a profoundly beautiful service, although if this is your first experience of 
it you may find some of it puzzling. To help with this, on the left hand pages of this booklet 
is a brief guide and commentary, explaining the service. 
 

ÀÀÀÀ 
 

The service starts with a sentence of scripture. On feast days a hymn may be sung. This is 
followed by the Preces. The Preces are short prayers of praise, glorifying God, who, as the 
Gloria [Glory be to the Father &c] states is Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 
The Psalm, Lessons, and Canticles 
 
After an initial act of praise the service chances to focus on the Word of God. One or several 
psalms are sung by the choir; there are two readings, one from the Hebrew Bible and one 
from the New Testament. These are interspersed with the canticles, the Magnificat and 
Nunc Dimittis. Both are taken from Luke’s Gospel, and are Mary and Simeon’s response to 
the revelation of God and his love for them and the world. At Choral Evensong the choir 
sings the psalm and canticles on behalf of the congregation. You may like to use this as an 
opportunity to enjoy being enveloped in music, to pray the words they sing, or simply to 
listen. 
 
 



THE ORDER FOR CHORAL EVENSONG 
 

HYMN 

Light's abode, celestial Salem, 
vision whence true peace doth spring, 

brighter than the heart can fancy, 
mansion of the highest King; 

O how glorious are the praises 
which of thee the prophets sing! 

There for ever and for ever 
alleluia is outpoured; 

for unending, for unbroken, 
is the feast-day of the Lord; 

all is pure and all is holy 
that within thy walls is stored. 

There no cloud or passing vapour 
dims the brightness of the air; 

endless noon-day, glorious noon-day, 
from the Sun of suns is there; 

there no night brings rest from labour, 
for unknown are toil and care. 

O how glorious and resplendent, 
fragile body, shalt thou be, 

when endued with so much beauty, 
full of health and strong and free, 

full of vigour, full of pleasure 
that shall last eternally. 

Now with gladness, now with courage, 
bear the burden on thee laid, 

that hereafter these thy labours 
may with endless gifts be paid; 

and in everlasting glory 
thou with brightness be arrayed. 



Laud and honour to the Father, 
laud and honour to the Son, 

laud and honour to the Spirit, 
ever Three and ever One, 

One in love, and One in splendour 
while unending ages run. Amen. 

 
Words: Latin, C15th, trans J. Neale 

Music: Regent Square, H. Smart 
 
 

The Service is introduced 
 
 

THE PRECES 
William Smith 

Minister O Lord, open thou our lips. 
Choir  And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 
Minister O God, make speed to save us. 
Choir  O Lord, make haste to help us. 
Minister Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
Choir  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:  
  world without end. Amen. Praise ye the Lord. 
 
 

PSALM 69 
 

Save me, O God for the waters are come in, even unto my soul. I stick fast in the 
deep mire, where no ground is I am come into deep waters, so that the floods run 
over me. I am weary of crying; my throat is dry my sight faileth me for waiting so 
long upon my God. They that hate me without a cause are more than the hairs of 
my head they that are mine enemies, and would destroy me guiltless, are 
mighty. I paid them the things that I never took God, thou knowest my 
simpleness, and my faults are not hid from thee. Let not them that trust in thee, 
O Lord God of hosts, be ashamed for my cause let not those that seek thee be 
confounded through me, O Lord God of Israel. And why? for thy sake have I 
suffered reproof shame hath covered my face. I am become a stranger unto my 



brethren even an alien unto my mother’s children. For the zeal of thine house 
hath even eaten me and the rebukes of them that rebuked thee are fallen upon 
me. I wept, and chastened myself with fasting and that was turned to my 
reproof. I put on sackcloth also and they jested upon me. They that sit in the gate 
speak against me and the drunkards make songs upon me. But, Lord, I make my 
prayer unto thee in an acceptable time. Hear me, O God, in the multitude of thy 
mercy even in the truth of thy salvation. Take me out of the mire, that I sink 
not O let me be delivered from them that hate me, and out of the deep 
waters. Let not the water-flood drown me, neither let the deep swallow me 
up and let not the pit shut her mouth upon me. Hear me, O Lord, for thy loving-
kindness is comfortable turn thee unto me according to the multitude of thy 
mercies. And hide not thy face from thy servant, for I am in trouble O haste thee, 
and hear me. Draw nigh unto my soul, and save it O deliver me, because of mine 
enemies. Thou hast known my reproof, my shame, and my dishonour mine 
adversaries are all in thy sight. Thy rebuke hath broken my heart; I am full of 
heaviness I looked for some to have pity on me, but there was no man, neither 
found I any to comfort me. They gave me gall to eat and when I was thirsty they 
gave me vinegar to drink. Let their table be made a snare to take themselves 
withal and let the things that should have been for their wealth be unto them an 
occasion of falling. Let their eyes be blinded, that they see not and ever bow thou 
down their backs. Pour out thine indignation upon them and let thy wrathful 
displeasure take hold of them. Let their habitation be void and no man to dwell in 
their tents. For they persecute him whom thou hast smitten and they talk how 
they may vex them whom thou hast wounded. Let them fall from one wickedness 
to another and not come into thy righteousness. Let them be wiped out of the 
book of the living and not be written among the righteous. As for me, when I am 
poor and in heaviness thy help, O God, shall lift me up. I will praise the Name of 
God with a song and magnify it with thanksgiving. This also shall please the 
Lord better than a bullock that hath horns and hoofs. The humble shall consider 
this, and be glad seek ye after God, and your soul shall live. For the Lord heareth 
the poor and despiseth not his prisoners. Let heaven and earth praise him the sea, 
and all that moveth therein. For God will save Sion, and build the cities of 
Judah that men may dwell there, and have it in possession. The posterity also of 
his servants shall inherit it and they that love his Name shall dwell therein. 

 
Music: Samuel Wesley, and Charles Hubert Hastings Parry, Exeter College 1863 

 
 



THE FIRST LESSON 
Isaiah 26 

In that day shall this song be sung in the land of Judah; We have a strong city; 
salvation will God appoint for walls and bulwarks. Open ye the gates, that the 
righteous nation which keepeth the truth may enter in. Thou wilt keep him in 
perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee. 
Trust ye in the Lord for ever: for in the Lord JEHOVAH is everlasting strength: 
For he bringeth down them that dwell on high; the lofty city, he layeth it low; he 
layeth it low, even to the ground; he bringeth it even to the dust. The foot shall 
tread it down, even the feet of the poor, and the steps of the needy. 
The way of the just is uprightness: thou, most upright, dost weigh the path of the 
just. Yea, in the way of thy judgments, O Lord, have we waited for thee; the desire 
of our soul is to thy name, and to the remembrance of thee. With my soul have I 
desired thee in the night; yea, with my spirit within me will I seek thee early: for 
when thy judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the world will learn 
righteousness. Let favour be shewed to the wicked, yet will he not learn 
righteousness: in the land of uprightness will he deal unjustly, and will not behold 
the majesty of the Lord. Lord, when thy hand is lifted up, they will not see: but 
they shall see, and be ashamed for their envy at the people; yea, the fire of thine 
enemies shall devour them. Lord, thou wilt ordain peace for us: for thou also hast 
wrought all our works in us. O Lord our God, other lords beside thee have had 
dominion over us: but by thee only will we make mention of thy name. They are 
dead, they shall not live; they are deceased, they shall not rise: therefore hast thou 
visited and destroyed them, and made all their memory to perish. Thou hast 
increased the nation, O Lord, thou hast increased the nation: thou art glorified: 
thou hadst removed it far unto all the ends of the earth. 
 
 
  



MAGNIFICAT 
Evening Service in D (1869) 

C.H.H. Parry 
My soul doth magnify the Lord: 
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 
For he hath regarded: the lowliness of his handmaiden. 
For behold, from henceforth: all generations shall call me blessed. 
For he that is mighty hath magnified me: and holy is his Name.  
And his mercy is on them that fear him: throughout all generations. 
He hath shewed strength with his arm: he hath scattered the proud  
in the imagination of their hearts. 
He hath put down the mighty from their seat: 
and hath exalted the humble and meek. 
He hath filled the hungry with good things:  
and the rich he hath sent empty away. 
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel: 
as we promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed forever. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now, 
and ever shall be: world without end. Amen. 

Luke 1. 46–55 
 
 

THE SECOND LESSON 
Revelation 1 

The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to shew unto his servants 
things which must shortly come to pass; and he sent and signified it by his angel 
unto his servant John: Who bare record of the word of God, and of the testimony 
of Jesus Christ, and of all things that he saw. Blessed is he that readeth, and they 
that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written 
therein: for the time is at hand. John to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace 
be unto you, and peace, from him which is, and which was, and which is to come; 
and from the seven Spirits which are before his throne; And from Jesus Christ, who 
is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings 
of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood, 
And hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to him be glory and 
dominion for ever and ever. Amen. Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye 



shall see him, and they also which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall 
wail because of him. Even so, Amen. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the 
ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come, the 
Almighty. I John, who also am your brother, and companion in tribulation, and in 
the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, was in the isle that is called Patmos, for 
the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ. I was in the Spirit on the 
Lord’s day, and heard behind me a great voice, as of a trumpet, Saying, I am Alpha 
and Omega, the first and the last: and, What thou seest, write in a book, and send 
it unto the seven churches which are in Asia; unto Ephesus, and unto Smyrna, and 
unto Pergamos, and unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto Philadelphia, and 
unto Laodicea. And I turned to see the voice that spake with me. And being turned, 
I saw seven golden candlesticks; And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like 
unto the Son of man, clothed with a garment down to the foot, and girt about the 
paps with a golden girdle. His head and his hairs were white like wool, as white as 
snow; and his eyes were as a flame of fire; And his feet like unto fine brass, as if 
they burned in a furnace; and his voice as the sound of many waters. And he had in 
his right hand seven stars: and out of his mouth went a sharp twoedged sword: and 
his countenance was as the sun shineth in his strength. And when I saw him, I fell 
at his feet as dead. And he laid his right hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear not; I 
am the first and the last: I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive 
for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death. Write the things which 
thou hast seen, and the things which are, and the things which shall be hereafter; 
The mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest in my right hand, and the seven 
golden candlesticks. The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches: and the 
seven candlesticks which thou sawest are the seven churches.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



The Apostles’ Creed 
 
After the Nunc Dimittis we turn to face the Altar to recite the Apostles’ Creed. 
Traditionally all turn to face the altar, liturgical east, to remind us that Christianity is a 
faith illumined by the light of the resurrection dawn. The Apostles’ Creed was developed by 
the early Church as a teaching tool for those preparing for baptism, and thus admission to 
the church. Today the Creed serves as a summary of Christian belief. 
 
The Lesser Litany and Responses 
 
Like the preces, the lesser litany and responses are short petitions to God; some are taken 
from scripture, others from ancient texts of the church. The Lord’s Prayer, common to all 
Christians, reminds us that we are not just praying in Exeter Chapel but form a worldwide 
fellowship. The responses are ‘soundbite prayers’: they reflect some of the general needs of 
society as well as our relationship with God. Situated after the bible readings they illustrate 
how prayer and praise are our responses to God’s love. 
 
The Collects 
 
This section of prayer concludes with the collects. These are longer prayers than the 
responses, and many were translated or composed by Thomas Cranmer when the first prayer 
book was complied in 1549. At Evensong the first collect is associated with the specific date 
or festival, the last two collects do not change. 
 
The Anthem 
 
The Prayer Book introduces the anthem; ‘in quires and places where they sing, here 
followeth the anthem’, and as such the anthem of today finds its roots Anglican worship. 
The words are often taken from scripture, but poetry, prose, and a combination of all three 
are common.  
 
The Prayers and Dismissal 
 
More informal prayers follow, when we pray specifically for the College, the World, those in 
need and ourselves. Through prayer we ask for grace to continue the work of sharing God’s 
love in our own day, in our relationships, and in all our endeavours. A hymn and dismissal 
conclude the service. The dismissal sentences are taken from Psalm 121, and are unique to 
Exeter College Chapel. 



NUNC DIMITTIS 
Evening Service in D (1869) 

C.H.H. Parry 
 
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace: according to thy word. 
For mine eyes have seen: thy salvation; 
Which thou hast prepared: before the face of all people: 
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles:  
and to be the glory of thy people, Israel. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now, 
and ever shall be: world without end. Amen. 

Luke 2. 29 – 32  
  
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth; 
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, 
Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
Born of the Virgin Mary, 
Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
Was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended into hell; 
The third day he rose again from the dead; 
He ascended into heaven, 
And sitteth on the right hand  
of God the Father Almighty; 
From thence he shall come to judge  
the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; 
The holy Catholick Church; 
The Communion of Saints; 
The Forgiveness of Sins 
The Resurrection of the body, 
And the life everlasting. Amen. 

 



THE LESSER LITANY 
William Smith 

Minister The Lord be with you. 
Choir  And with thy spirit. 
Minister Let us pray. 
 
Minister Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Choir  Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Minister Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
All  Our Father, which art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name; 
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
  in earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive them that trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation; 
  but deliver us from evil. Amen. 
 
Minister O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us. 
Choir  And grant us thy salvation. 
Minister O Lord, save the Queen. 
Choir  And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
Minister Endue thy Ministers with righteousness. 
Choir  And make thy chosen people joyful. 
Minister O Lord, save thy people. 
Choir  And bless thine inheritance. 
Minister Give peace in our time, O Lord. 
Choir  Because there is none other that fighteth for us 
  but only thou, O God. 
Minister O God, make clean our hearts within us. 
Choir  And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 



THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

O God our refuge and strength, who art the author of all godliness; be ready, we 
beseech thee, to hear the devout prayers of thy Church; and grant that those things 
which we ask faithfully we may obtain effectually; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Choir:  Amen. 
 

THE SECOND COLLECT, AT EVENING PRAYER 
 

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do 
proceed; Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that both 
our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee we being 
defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and quietness; 
through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. 
Choir: Amen. 
 

THE THIRD COLLECT, FOR AID AGAINST ALL PERILS 
 

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy, defend us 
from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour 
Jesus Christ. 
Choir: Amen. 
 

 
THE ANTHEM 

 
Тебе поем, 

Тебе благословим, 
Тебе благодарим, Господи, 
и молим Ти ся, Боже наш. 

 
We sing to you, 
we praise you, 

we thank you, O Lord, 
and we pray to you, our God. 

 
Words: Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom 

Music: Sergei Rachmaninoff 



THE PRAYERS 
 
Ending with: 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, 
be with us all ever more. Amen. 

 
HYMN 

 
The day thou gavest, Lord, is ended,  

the darkness falls at thy behest;  
to thee our morning hymns ascended,  

thy praise shall sanctify our rest. 
 

We thank thee that thy Church, unsleeping  
while earth rolls onward into light,  

through all the world her watch is keeping  
and rests not now by day nor night. 

 
As o'er each continent and island  
the dawn leads on another day,  

the voice of prayer is never silent,  
nor dies the strain of praise away. 

 
The sun that bids us rest is waking  

our brethren 'neath the western sky,  
and hour by hour fresh lips are making  
thy wondrous doings heard on high. 

 
So be it, Lord; thy throne shall never,  
like earth's proud empires, pass away;  

thy kingdom stands, and grows for ever,  
till all thy creatures own thy sway. 

 
Words: J. Ellerton 

Music: St Clement, C. Scholefield 
 



THE DISMISSAL 
 

The Lord preserve your going out and your coming in: 
From this time forth, for ever more. Amen. 
 
 
 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY 
 

Concert del Signor Meck: Allegro Walter 
 


