
 

––––––––––––– 
 

The next recital will take place on 
Tuesday, 27 April 

 
 

Exeter College Organ Recital Series 
 

Miles Swinden 
Exeter College, Oxford 

 
10th March 2021 

 
 
Prelude and Fugue in A Minor, BWV 889 Johann Sebastian Bach 
   (1685–1750) 
    
Concerto in D Minor, BWV 596: II. Largo e spiccato  J.S. Bach 
 
 
O Haupt voll Blut und Wunden, BuxWV 178 Dieterich Buxtehude  
   (1637–1707)  
 
Herzlich tut mich verlangen, BWV 727 J.S. Bach 
 
 
Prelude and Fugue in C Minor, BWV 549 
  
 



 

 

TODAY'S ORGANIST 

Miles Swinden is the Junior Organ Scholar at Exeter College and primarily 
accompanies Exeter College Choir on the organ and occasionally conducts. He is as a 
first-year undergraduate student reading music. 
  
Miles started learning the piano aged 7 and joined his first choir when he was 9. From 11 
he attended S. Peter's Collegiate School in Wolverhampton, where he immersed himself 
in the rich musical life, playing the clarinet, saxophone, and keyboard instruments, and 
gaining valuable experience accompanying, conducting, and playing in a wide range of 
ensembles. He was elected Head Boy in his final year. 
 
The opportunity to learn the organ came from Dr David Rendell at S. Peter’s Collegiate 
Church when Miles was 11. He studied piano with Valerie Sumner and gained grade 8 
distinctions on both instruments aged 17. From 2017–2020 he was Organ Scholar at St 
Peter's. 
 
Miles is an all-round musician who plays in a variety of styles and studies composers from 
Bach to Bernard Hermann. He also enjoys choral directing and is an upcoming 
composer. His recent entry for Make Music Day 2020, a choral setting of William Carlos 
Williams's poem By the Road to the Contagious Hospital, was selected as one of the winning 
pieces. 
  
Outside of music, Miles has a passion for all sports, particularly cycling and football, as is 
an avid Liverpool fan. 

 

THE ORGAN OF EXETER COLLEGE, OXFORD 

The present organ at Exeter College Chapel was completed in 1994 by J.W. Walker & 
Son Ltd. It retains the Chapel architect Gilbert Scott's case design and façade pipes from 
the previous Hill organ, but the tonal palette is inspired by French nineteenth-century 
instruments, in harmony with the Chapel's aesthetic. It is also the only organ in Oxford 
or Cambridge to be designed in the style of the great French builder Aristide Cavaillé-
Coll. It employs mechanical key action and electric stop and combination action. 
 

ONLINE RECITALS FROM EXETER COLLEGE CHAPEL 

Thank you very much for attending today's programme, the final recital of Hilary Term. 
Whether online or in person, the series will resume on 27 April 2021. Please visit 
www.exetercollegechoir.co.uk/organ for the latest information, and we hope to be able 
to see you in the Chapel again soon. 


