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Welcome to this service, broadcast from Exeter College Chapel. 
 
This service is based around the order for Choral Evensong, a product of the Reformation, 
whereby sections from the monastic offices of Vespers and Compline were combined to 
produce one of the gems of Anglican liturgy. Evensong is, at its core, a service of the Word 
of God: the readings, canticles responses, and some of the prayers are taken from Holy 
Scripture. This is enhanced by choral settings of some parts of the service, adding to the 
mystery and bringing alive these ancient texts. 
 
 
Choral Evensong is a profoundly beautiful service, although if this is your first experience 
of it you may find some of it puzzling. To help with this, on the left hand pages of this 
booklet is a brief guide and commentary, explaining the service. Please take the booklet 
away with you and read the guide at your leisure; don’t let it distract your worship. 
Some of the wording and terminology has changed its meaning over the centuries; notably 
the word ‘miserable’, which to a sixteenth century audience meant ‘seeking mercy’, rather 
than being grumpy or feeling low.  
 
Evensong is a mixture between actively participating in the worship by singing, 
responding, and praying the words, and also by allowing the choir, readers, and clergy to 
pray, and sing, and speak on your behalf, allowing you to reflect on the text or any issues 
you may be facing. 
 
The music has been recorded in isolation, or taken from recent services in Exeter College Chapel. 
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OPENING SENTENCES 
 
Christ yesterday and today, 
the beginning and the end, 
Alpha and Omega, 
all times belongs to him, 
and all ages; 
to him be glory and power  
through every age and forever. Amen. 
 
By his holy and glorious wounds 
may Christ our Lord guard us and keep us. Amen. 
 
 
EXSULTET  
 
Rejoice heavenly powers! Sing choirs of angels! 
O University dance around God’s throne! 
Jesus Christ, our King is risen! Sound the victorious trumpet of salvation! 
Rejoice, O earth in glory, revealing the splendour of your creation, 
Radiant in the brightness of your triumphant King! 
Christ has conquered! Now his life and glory fill you! Darkness vanishes forever! 
 
Rejoice, O mother Church! Exult in glory! 
The risen Saviour shines upon you! Let all God’s people sing and shout for joy! 
 
The Lord be with you: And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts! We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right and good that with hearts and minds and voices 
We should praise you, Father Almighty, the unseen God, 
Through your only Son Jesus Christ our Lord,  
Who has saved us by his death, paid the price for Adam’s sin,  
and reconciled us once again to you. 
 
For this is the Passover feast, when Christ, the true Lamb of God, is slain 
Whose blood consecrates the homes of all the faithful. 



 4 

Therefore, heavenly Father, in this our Easter joy, 
 accept our sacrifice of praise, your Church’s solemn offering. 
Grant that this Easter candle may make our darkness light. 
For Christ is risen from the dead, and his flame of love still burns within us. 
Christ sheds his peaceful light on the world!  
Christ lives and reigns for ever and ever! Amen. 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed! Alleluia! [x 3] 
 
 

HYMN 

Jesus Christ is ris'n today, Alleluya! 
our triumphant holy day, Alleluya! 

who did once upon the cross Alleluya! 
suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluya! 

Hymns of praise then let us sing Alleluya! 
unto Christ our heav'nly King, Alleluya! 

who endured the cross and grave, Alleluya! 
sinners to redeem and save. Alleluya! 

But the pains which he endured, Alleluya! 
our salvation hath procured; Alleluya! 
now above the sky he's King, Alleluya! 
where the angels ever sing. Alleluya! 

Words: Lyra Davidica 
Music: Easter hymn, adapted Lyra Davidica 

Recorded in isolation 
 
 
The Service is introduced  
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The Preces  
 
Immediately after having been forgiven our sins, we praise God through the preces. The 
Preces,the Latin plural of prex, meaning prayer, are short versicles and responses; these 
are taken from the psalms. 
 
 
The Psalm, Lessons, and Canticles 
 
From this point the service changes from confession and praise to focussing on the word of 
God. One or several psalms are sung by the choir; there are two readings, one from the 
Hebrew Bible and one from the New Testament. These are interspersed with the canticles, 
the Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis. Both are taken from Luke’s Gospel, and are Mary 
and Simeon’s response to the revelation of God and his love for them and the world. At 
Choral Evensong the choir sings the psalm and canticles on behalf of the congregation. 
You may like to use this as an opportunity to enjoy being enveloped in music, to pray the 
words they sing, or simply to listen. 
 
William Petre in his Statutes for Exeter College appointed Psalm 121 as the College 
Psalm, to be said daily. This tradition continues each morning as Psalm 121 is said at the 
beginning of morning prayer. 
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THE PRECES 
Smith 

Chaplain: O Lord, open thou our lips. 
Choir: And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 
Chaplain: O God make speed to save us. 
Choir: O Lord make haste to help us. 
  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. 
  As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be world without 
  end. Amen.  
  Praise ye the Lord.  
  The Lord’s name be praised. 
 
 
The Choir sings the Easter Anthems: 
 
Alleluya! 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us: therefore let us keep the feast. 
Not with the old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and wickedness: 
but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 
Alleluya! 
Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more: death hath no more dominion 
over him. 
Likewise, reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin: 
but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Alleluya! 
 
 

THE FIRST LESSON 
Isaiah 25. 6 – 9  

And in this mountain shall the Lord of hosts make unto all people a feast of fat 
things, a feast of wines on the lees, of fat things full of marrow, of wines on the 
lees well refined. And he will destroy in this mountain the face of the covering 
cast over all people, and the vail that is spread over all nations. He will swallow 
up death in victory; and the Lord God will wipe away tears from off all faces; and 
the rebuke of his people shall he take away from off all the earth: for the Lord 
hath spoken it. And it shall be said in that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited 
for him, and he will save us: this is the Lord; we have waited for him, we will be 
glad and rejoice in his salvation. 
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MAGNIFICAT 
Evening Service in G Sumsion 

Recorded in isolation 
My soul doth magnify the Lord:  
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 
For he hath regarded the lowliness of his hand-maiden. 
For behold, from henceforth, all generations shall call me blessed. 
For he that is mighty hath magnified me and holy is his name. 
And his mercy is on them that fear him, throughout all generations. 
He hath shewed strength with his arm,  
He hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 
He hath put down the mighty from their seat:  
And hath exalted the humble and meek.  
He hath filled the hungry with good things: 
And the rich he hath sent empty away. 
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel: 
As he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed forever. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.  
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
 
 
¶ All sit 
 
 
 

THE SECOND LESSON 
John 20.1 – 18  

The first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene early, when it was yet dark, 
unto the sepulchre, and seeth the stone taken away from the sepulchre. Then she 
runneth, and cometh to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, whom Jesus 
loved, and saith unto them, They have taken away the Lord out of the sepulchre, 
and we know not where they have laid him. Peter therefore went forth, and that 
other disciple, and came to the sepulchre. So they ran both together: and the other 
disciple did outrun Peter, and came first to the sepulchre. And he stooping down, 
and looking in, saw the linen clothes lying; yet went he not in. Then cometh 
Simon Peter following him, and went into the sepulchre, and seeth the linen 
clothes lie, And the napkin, that was about his head, not lying with the linen 
clothes, but wrapped together in a place by itself. Then went in also that other 
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disciple, which came first to the sepulchre, and he saw, and believed. For as yet 
they knew not the scripture, that he must rise again from the dead. Then the 
disciples went away again unto their own home. But Mary stood without at the 
sepulchre weeping: and as she wept, she stooped down, and looked into the 
sepulchre, And seeth two angels in white sitting, the one at the head, and the 
other at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain. And they say unto her, 
Woman, why weepest thou? She saith unto them, Because they have taken away 
my Lord, and I know not where they have laid him. And when she had thus said, 
she turned herself back, and saw Jesus standing, and knew not that it was Jesus. 
Jesus saith unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? whom seekest thou? She, 
supposing him to be the gardener, saith unto him, Sir, if thou have borne him 
hence, tell me where thou hast laid him, and I will take him away. Jesus saith unto 
her, Mary. She turned herself, and saith unto him, Rabboni; which is to say, 
Master. Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my 
Father: but go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and 
your Father; and to my God, and your God. Mary Magdalene came and told the 
disciples that she had seen the Lord, and that he had spoken these things unto her. 
 
 
 

NUNC DIMITTIS 
Evening Service in G Sumsion 

Recorded in isolation 
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace:  
According to thy word.  
For mine eyes have seen: thy salvation,  
Which thou hast prepared: before the face of all people:  
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles:  
And to be the glory of thy people Israel.  
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.  
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,  
World without end. Amen. 
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The Apostles’ Creed 
 
After the Nunc Dimittis we recite the Apostles’ Creed. If you have no faith, please do not 
feel obligated to say the words. Traditionally all turn to face the altar, liturgical east, to 
remind us that Christianity is a faith illumined by the light of the resurrection dawn. 
 
 
The Lesser Litany and Responses 
 
Like the preces, the lesser litany and responses are short petitions to God; some are taken 
from scripture, others from ancient texts of the church. The Lord’s Prayer, common to all 
Christians, reminds us that we are not just praying in Exeter Chapel but form a worldwide 
fellowship. 
 
The responses are ‘soundbite prayers’: they reflect some of the general needs of society as well 
as our relationship with God. Situated after the bible readings they illustrate how prayer 
and praise are our responses to God’s love 

 
 

The Collects 
 
This section of prayer concludes with the collects. These are longer prayers than the 
responses, and many were translated or composed by Thomas Cranmer when the first 
prayer book was complied in 1549. At Evensong the first collect is associated with the 
specific date or festival, the last two collects do not change. 
 
 
The Anthem 
 
The Prayer Book introduces the anthem; ‘in quires and places where they sing, here 
followeth the anthem’, and as such the anthem of today finds its roots Anglican worship. 
The words are often taken from scripture, but poetry, prose, and a combination of all three 
are common.  
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God the Father Almighty,  
Maker of heaven and earth: 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,  
Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  
Born of the Virgin Mary,  
Suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
Was crucified, dead, and buried,  
He descended into hell;  
The third day he rose again from the dead,  
He ascended into heaven,  
And sitteth on the right hand  
of God the Father Almighty;  
From thence he shall come  
to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost;  
The holy Catholick Church;  
The Communion of Saints;  
The Forgiveness of sins;  
The Resurrection of the body;  
And the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE LESSER LITANY AND RESPONSES 
 
Chaplain: The Lord be with you: 
Choir: And with thy spirit. 
Chaplain: Let us pray. 
 
Choir: Lord, have mercy upon us. 
  Christ, have mercy upon us. 
  Lord, have mercy upon us. 
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All:   Our Father, which art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name; 
  thy kingdom come; 
  thy will be done; 
  in earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive them that trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
  Amen. 
 
Chaplain: O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us; 
Choir: And grant us thy salvation. 
Chaplain: O Lord, save the Queen; 
Choir: And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
Chaplain: Endue thy ministers with righteousness; 
Choir: And make thy chosen people joyful. 
Chaplain: O Lord, save thy people; 
Choir: And bless thine inheritance. 
Chaplain: Give peace in our time, O Lord; 
Choir: Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only  
  thou O God. 
Chaplain: O God, make clean our hearts within us; 
Choir: And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 
 
 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 
Almighty God, who through thine only begotten Son Jesus Christ hast overcome 
death, and opened unto us the gate of everlasting life; we humbly beseech thee, 
that, as by thy special grace preventing us thou doest put into our minds good 
desires, so by thy continual help we may bring the same to good effect; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, 
ever one God, world without end.  
Choir: Amen. 
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THE COLLECT FOR PEACE 
 

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do 
proceed: give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that both 
our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee we  
being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and 
quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour.  
Choir: Amen. 
 
 

THE COLLECT FOR AID AGAINST ALL PERILS 
 

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend 
us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
Choir:  Amen. 
 

 
HYMN 

Now the green blade riseth, from the buried grain, 
wheat that in dark earth many days has lain; 
love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that springeth green. 

In the grave they laid him, love whom men had slain, 
thinking that he never would awake again, 

laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen:  

Forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain, 
he, who for three days in the grave had lain; 
quick from the dead my risen Lord is seen: 

When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain, 
thy touch can call us back to life again, 

fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been:  

Words: J Crum 
Music: Noel nouvelet, French trad. arr. M. Shaw 
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THE SERMON 
The Catechist 

 
 

THE ANTHEM 
 

Surrexit Christus hodie Alleluia!  Christ is risen today, Alleluia! 
Humano pro solamine Alleluia!  For the comfort of humanity Alleluia! 
Benedicamus Domino, Alleuia! Let us bless the Lord, Alleluia! 
 

Words: medieval 
Music: S. Scheidt 

Recorded in isolation 
 
 

THE PRAYERS 
The response throughout is: 
Lord, in your mercy: 
Hear our prayer. 
 
The prayers conclude with: 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Ghost be with us all ever more. Amen. 
 
 

HYMN 
 

Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son; 
endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won. 
Angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away, 

kept the folded grave-clothes where thy body lay. 
Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son; 

endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won. 
 

Lo, Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb. 
Lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom; 

let his church with gladness hymns of triumph sing, 
for the Lord now liveth; death hath lost its sting. 
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No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of life! 
Life is nought without thee; aid us in our strife; 

make us more than conquerors, through thy deathless love; 
bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above. 

 
Words: E. Budry, trans. R. Hoyle 
Music: Maccabaeus, G. F. Handel 

Recorded in isolation 
 
 

THE BLESSING 
 

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great 
Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you 
perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well 
pleasing in his sight: and the blessing of the God of love; Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost be with you now and always. Amen. 
 
 
The Lord preserve your going out and your coming in. 
From this time forth, for ever more. Alleluia! 
 
 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY 
 

Fanfare Mathias 
 
 

*** 
 

 


