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Prelude and Fugue in B Major, Op. 7, No. 1 Marcel Durpé 
 (1866–1971) 
 
Fantasia super Christ lag in Todesbanden, BWV 718 Johann Sebastian Bach 
   (1685–1750) 
 
Missa in die Pasche: Haec dies quam fecit Dominus and Alleluia  Thomas Preston 

(1542–1563) 
 
Symphony Romane, Op. 71: IV. Final Charles-Marie Widor 

(1844–1937) 
 
  



 

 

TODAY'S ORGANIST 

Alexander Pott has held the position of Assistant Organist and Tutor to the Choristers 
at Magdalen College, Oxford since 2017. As well as playing the organ for services, 
broadcasts and tours with the choir of Magdalen College, he has a busy schedule teaching 
choristers, undergraduates and organ pupils. His interest in the organ started as a chorister 
at Westminster Abbey, and continued at Merchant Taylors’ School, Northwood where he 
was taught by Richard Hobson. After a gap year at Chelmsford Cathedral he secured the 
organ scholarship at Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford, and read for a degree in Music at 
Oxford University. During his second year he also gained a Fellowship of the Royal College 
of Organists. Upon graduating he moved back to London to take up the organ scholarship 
at Westminster Cathedral from 2015–17. His teachers have included Margaret Phillips 
and Thomas Trotter (repertoire), and David Maw (improvisation). He regularly gives 
organ recitals, and has upcoming concerts at New College, Oxford, St John’s Smith 
Square, and the 2021 St Albans International Organ Festival. He has just finished a three-
year project to learn all of J.S. Bach’s organ works and study with some of Europe’s Bach 
experts, thanks to the generous funding of the W.T. Best Scholarship from the Worshipful 
Company of Musicians. In 2018 he was also the recipient of the Flentrop Scholarship from 
the Eric Thompson Trust. His next project is a masters in musicology at the University of 
Oxford, focusing on the works of Frederick Delius. 
 

THE ORGAN OF EXETER COLLEGE, OXFORD 

The present organ at Exeter College Chapel was completed in 1994 by J.W. Walker & 
Son Ltd. It retains the Chapel architect Gilbert Scott's case design and façade pipes from 
the previous Hill organ, but the tonal palette is inspired by French nineteenth-century 
instruments, in harmony with the Chapel's aesthetic. It is also the only organ in Oxford or 
Cambridge to be designed in the style of the great French builder Aristide Cavaillé-Coll. 
It employs mechanical key action and electric stop and combination action. 
 

ONLINE RECITALS FROM EXETER COLLEGE CHAPEL 

Thank you very much for attending today's programme, the first recital of  Term. We 
hope to welcome a live audience in the Chapel in the near future, but for the moment 
recitals will be broadcast online only every week during term time. Please visit 
www.exetercollegechoir.co.uk/organ for the latest information, and we hope to be able 
to see you in the Chapel again soon. 


