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WELCOME TO THIS SERVICE BROADCAST FROM  
 EXETER COLLEGE CHAPEL 

 
This service is based around the order for Choral Evensong, a product of the 
Reformation, whereby sections from the monastic offices of Vespers and Compline 
were combined to produce one of the gems of Anglican liturgy. Evensong is, at its 
core, a service of the Word of God: the readings, canticles responses, and some of 
the prayers are taken from Holy Scripture. This is enhanced by choral settings of 
some parts of the service, adding to the mystery and bringing alive these ancient 
texts. 
 
Choral Evensong is a profoundly beautiful service, although if this is your first 
experience of it you may find some of it puzzling. To help with this, the pages of 
this booklet which are completely in italics are a brief guide and commentary, 
explaining the service. 
 
Some of the wording and terminology has changed its meaning over the centuries; 
notably the word ‘miserable’, which to a sixteenth century audience meant 
‘seeking mercy’, rather than being grumpy or feeling low.  
 
Evensong is a mixture between actively participating in the worship by singing, 
responding, and praying the words, and also by allowing the choir, readers, and 
clergy to pray, and sing, and speak on your behalf, allowing you to reflect on the 
text or any issues you may be facing. 
 
The music in this service is taken from the choir's archive, as well as works which 
have been recorded in isolation during this past week and edited together. 
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ORGAN VOLUNTARY 
Herzliebster Jesu Brahms 

 
 

HYMN 
 

Lord, teach us how to pray aright,  
with reverence and with fear;  

though dust and ashes in thy sight,  
we may, we must draw near. 

 
We perish if we cease from prayer,  

O grant us power to pray!  
And when to meet thee we prepare,  

Lord, meet us by the way. 
 

God of all grace, we come to thee  
with broken, contrite hearts;  

give, what thine eye delights to see,  
truth in the inward parts. 

 
Faith in the only sacrifice  

that can for sin atone;  
to build our hopes, to fix our eyes,  

on Christ, on Christ alone; 
 

Patience to watch and wait and weep,  
though mercy long delay;  

courage our fainting souls to keep,  
and trust thee though thou slay. 

 
Give these, and then thy will be done;  

thus strengthened with all might,  
we through thy Spirit and thy Son,  

shall pray, and pray aright. 
 

Words: J. Montgomery 
Music: St Hugh of Lincoln, E. Hopkins  
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The Confession 
 
The confession at the beginning of the service serves to call to mind our actions and 
to think of them, and the implications they have for us, for our neighbours and 
society.  In making our confession we are trusting in the mercy, forgiveness, and 
hope of God who is merciful and faithful. The Absolution, although pronounced 
by a priest, comes from God 
 
 
The Preces  
 
Immediately after having been forgiven our sins, we praise God through the preces. 
The Preces, the Latin plural of prex, meaning prayer, are short versicles and 
responses; these are taken from the psalms. 
 
 
The Psalm, Lessons, and Canticles 
 
From this point the service changes from confession and praise to focussing on the 
word of God. One or several psalms are sung by the choir; there are two readings, 
one from the Hebrew Bible and one from the New Testament. These are 
interspersed with the canticles, the Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis. Both are 
taken from Luke’s Gospel, and are Mary and Simeon’s response to the revelation of 
God and his love for them and the world. At Choral Evensong the choir sings the 
psalm and canticles on behalf of the congregation. You may like to use this as an 
opportunity to enjoy being enveloped in music, to pray the words they sing, or 
simply to listen. 

 
William Petre in his Statutes for Exeter College appointed Psalm 121 as the 
College Psalm, to be said daily. This tradition continues each morning as Psalm 
121 is said at the beginning of morning prayer. 
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THE CONFESSION 
 
Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God, trusting in his mercy 
and forgiveness. 
 
Almighty and most merciful Father; we have erred, and strayed 
from thy ways like lost sheep. We have followed too much the 
devices and desires of our own hearts. We have offended 
against thy holy laws. We have left undone those things which 
we ought to have done; and have done those things which we 
ought not to have done; and there is no health in us. But thou, 
O Lord, have mercy upon us, miserable offenders. Spare thou 
them O God, which confess their faults. Restore thou them that 
are penitent; according to thy promises declared unto mankind 
in Christ Jesu our Lord. And grant O most merciful Father, for  
his sake, that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and 
sober life, to the glory of thy holy name. Amen. 
 
 

THE PRECES 
Smith 

Chaplain: O Lord, open thou our lips. 
Choir: And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 
Chaplain: O God make speed to save us. 
Choir: O Lord make haste to help us. 
 
  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy  
  Ghost. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be 
  world without end. Amen. 
 
  Praise ye the Lord. The Lord’s name be praised.  
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PSALM 32 
Plainchant, recorded in isolation 

Blessed is he whose unrighteousness is forgiven and whose sin is covered. 
Blessed is the man unto whom the Lord imputeth no sin and in whose 
spirit there is no guile. For while I held my tongue my bones consumed 
away through my daily complaining. For thy hand is heavy upon me day 
and night and my moisture is like the drought in summer. I will 
acknowledge my sin unto thee and mine unrighteousness have I not hid. 
I said, I will confess my sins unto the Lord and so thou forgavest the 
wickedness of my sin. For this shall every one that is godly make his 
prayer unto thee, in a time when thou mayest be found but in the great 
water-floods they shall not come nigh him. Thou art a place to hide me 
in, thou shalt preserve me from trouble thou shalt compass me about 
with songs of deliverance. I will inform thee, and teach thee in the way 
wherein thou shalt go and I will guide thee with mine eye. Be ye not like 
to horse and mule, which have no understanding whose mouths must be 
held with bit and bridle, lest they fall upon thee. Great plagues remain 
for the ungodly but whoso putteth his trust in the Lord, mercy 
embraceth him on every side. Be glad, O ye righteous, and rejoice in the 
Lord and be joyful, all ye that are true of heart. 

 
THE FIRST LESSON 

2 Samuel 12. 1 – 15  
And the Lord sent Nathan unto David. And he came unto him, and said 
unto him, There were two men in one city; the one rich, and the other 
poor. The rich man had exceeding many flocks and herds: But the poor 
man had nothing, save one little ewe lamb, which he had bought and 
nourished up: and it grew up together with him, and with his children; it 
did eat of his own meat, and drank of his own cup, and lay in his bosom, 
and was unto him as a daughter. And there came a traveller unto the rich 
man, and he spared to take of his own flock and of his own herd, to dress 
for the wayfaring man that was come unto him; but took the poor man’s 
lamb, and dressed it for the man that was come to him. And David’s anger 
was greatly kindled against the man; and he said to Nathan, As the Lord 
liveth, the man that hath done this thing shall surely die: And he shall 
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restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and because he had no 
pity. And Nathan said to David, Thou art the man. Thus saith the Lord 
God of Israel, I anointed thee king over Israel, and I delivered thee out of 
the hand of Saul; And I gave thee thy master’s house, and thy master’s 
wives into thy bosom, and gave thee the house of Israel and of Judah; and 
if that had been too little, I would moreover have given unto thee such and 
such things. Wherefore hast thou despised the commandment of the Lord, 
to do evil in his sight? thou hast killed Uriah the Hittite with the sword, 
and hast taken his wife to be thy wife, and hast slain him with the sword of 
the children of Ammon. Now therefore the sword shall never depart from 
thine house; because thou hast despised me, and hast taken the wife of 
Uriah the Hittite to be thy wife. Thus saith the Lord, Behold, I will raise 
up evil against thee out of thine own house, and I will take thy wives before 
thine eyes, and give them unto thy neighbour, and he shall lie with thy 
wives in the sight of this sun. For thou didst it secretly: but I will do this 
thing before all Israel, and before the sun. And David said unto Nathan, I 
have sinned against the Lord. And Nathan said unto David, The Lord also 
hath put away thy sin; thou shalt not die. Howbeit, because by this deed 
thou hast given great occasion to the enemies of the Lord to blaspheme, 
the child also that is born unto thee shall surely die. And Nathan departed 
unto his house.  
 

 
MAGNIFICAT 

 Evening Service in F, Coleridge-Taylor 
My soul doth magnify the Lord:  
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 
For he hath regarded the lowliness of his hand-maiden. 
For behold, from henceforth,  
all generations shall call me blessed. 
For he that is mighty hath magnified me and holy is his name. 
And his mercy is on them that fear him,  
throughout all generations. 
He hath shewed strength with his arm,  
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 
He hath put down the mighty from their seat:  
and hath exalted the humble and meek. 
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He hath filled the hungry with good things: 
and the rich he hath sent empty away. 
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel: 
 as he promised to our forefathers, 
 Abraham and his seed forever. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son  
and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,  
world without end. Amen. 

 
 

THE SECOND LESSON 
Luke 19.1 – 10  

 
And Jesus entered and passed through Jericho. And, behold, there was a 
man named Zacchaeus, which was the chief among the publicans, and he 
was rich. And he sought to see Jesus who he was; and could not for the 
press, because he was little of stature. And he ran before, and climbed up 
into a sycomore tree to see him: for he was to pass that way. And when 
Jesus came to the place, he looked up, and saw him, and said unto him, 
Zacchaeus, make haste, and come down; for to day I must abide at thy 
house. And he made haste, and came down, and received him joyfully. 
And when they saw it, they all murmured, saying, That he was gone to be 
guest with a man that is a sinner. And Zacchaeus stood, and said unto the 
Lord: Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have 
taken any thing from any man by false accusation, I restore him fourfold. 
And Jesus said unto him, This day is salvation come to this house, 
forsomuch as he also is a son of Abraham. For the Son of man is come to 
seek and to save that which was lost. 
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The Apostles’ Creed 
 
After the Nunc Dimittis we recite the Apostles’ Creed. If you have no faith, 
please do not feel obligated to say the words. Traditionally all turn to face the 
altar, liturgical east, to remind us that Christianity is a faith illumined by the 
light of the resurrection dawn. 
 
 
The Lesser Litany and Responses 
 
Like the preces, the lesser litany and responses are short petitions to God; some are 
taken from scripture, others from ancient texts of the church. The Lord’s Prayer, 
common to all Christians, reminds us that we are not just praying as the 
community of Exeter College Chapel but form a worldwide fellowship. 
 
The responses are ‘soundbite prayers’: they reflect some of the general needs of society 
as well as our relationship with God. Situated after the bible readings they illustrate 
how prayer and praise are our responses to God’s love 

 
 

The Collects 
 
This section of prayer concludes with the collects. These are longer prayers than 
the responses, and many were translated or composed by Thomas Cranmer when 
the first prayer book was complied in 1549. At Evensong the first collect is 
associated with the specific date or festival, the last two collects do not change. 
 
 
The Anthem 
 
The Prayer Book introduces the anthem; ‘in quires and places where they sing, 
here followeth the anthem’, and as such the anthem of today finds its roots 
Anglican worship. The words are often taken from scripture, as in tonight’s 
anthem, but poetry, prose, and a combination of all three are common.  
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NUNC DIMITTIS 
 
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace:   
according to thy word.  
For mine eyes have seen: thy salvation,  
Which thou hast prepared: before the face of all people:  
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles:   
and to be the glory of thy people Israel.  
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.  
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,   
world without end. Amen. 
 

 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

 
I believe in God the Father Almighty,  
Maker of heaven and earth: 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,  
Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  
Born of the Virgin Mary,  
Suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
Was crucified, dead, and buried,  
He descended into hell;  
The third day he rose again from the dead,  
He ascended into heaven,  
And sitteth on the right hand  
of God the Father Almighty;  
From thence he shall come  
to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost;  
The holy Catholick Church;  
The Communion of Saints;  
The Forgiveness of sins;  
The Resurrection of the body;  
And the life everlasting. Amen. 
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THE LESSER LITANY AND RESPONSES 
 
Chaplain: The Lord be with you: 
Choir: And with thy spirit. 
Chaplain: Let us pray. 
Choir: Lord, have mercy upon us. 
  Christ, have mercy upon us. 
  Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
All:  Our Father, which art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy name; 
  thy kingdom come; thy will be done; 
  in earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive them that trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
  Amen. 
 
Chaplain: O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us; 
Choir: And grant us thy salvation. 
Chaplain: O Lord, save the Queen; 
Choir: And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
Chaplain: Endue thy ministers with righteousness; 
Choir: And make thy chosen people joyful. 
Chaplain: O Lord, save thy people; 
Choir: And bless thine inheritance. 
Chaplain: Give peace in our time, O Lord; 
Choir: Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only  
  thou O God. 
Chaplain: O God, make clean our hearts within us; 
Choir: And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

O Lord, who for our sake didst fast forty days and forty nights; give us 
grace to use such abstinence, that, our flesh being subdued to the Spirit, 
we may ever obey thy godly motions in righteousness, and true holiness, 
to thyhonour and glory, who livest and reignest with the Father and the 
Holy Ghost one God, world without end.   
Choir: Amen. 
 
 

THE LENTEN COLLECT 
 

Almighty and everlasting God, who hatest nothing that thou hast made, 
and dost forgive the sins of all them that are penitent; create and make in 
us new and contrite hearts, that we, worthily lamenting our sins, and 
acknowledging our wretchedness may obtain of thee, the God of all 
mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Choir:  Amen. 
 
 

AT EVENING PRAYER 
 

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works 
do proceed: give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; 
that both our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that 
by thee we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time 
in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour.  
Choir: Amen. 

 
 

FOR AID AGAINST ALL PERILS 
 

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy 
defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only 
Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
Choir:  Amen. 
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HYMN 

Ah, holy Jesus, how hast thou offended,  
that we to judge thee have in hate pretended?  

By foes derided, by thine own rejected,  
O most afflicted! 

Who was the guilty? Who brought this upon thee?  
Alas, my treason, Jesus, hath undone thee!  
'Twas I, Lord Jesus, I it was denied thee;  

I crucified thee. 

Lo, the Good Shepherd for the sheep is offered;  
the slave hath sinned, and the Son hath suffered.  
For our atonement, while we nothing heeded,  

God interceded. 

For me, kind Jesus, was thy incarnation,  
thy mortal sorrow, and thy life's oblation;  
thy death of anguish and thy bitter passion,  

for my salvation. 

Therefore, kind Jesus, since I cannot pay thee,  
I do adore thee, and will ever pray thee,  

think on thy pity and thy love unswerving,  
not my deserving. 

 
Words: R. Bridges, from J. Heermann, based on an C11th meditation 

Music: Herzliebster Jesu, melody by J. Crüger, harm. J.S. Bach 
Recorded in isolation 
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The Sermon, Prayers, and Dismissal 
 
After the anthem the service departs from the structure of Evensong: there is a 
hymn and sermon, during which the preacher will attempt to explore the readings 
or issues of the day and relate them to everyday life. More informal prayers follow, 
when we pray specifically for the College, the World, those in need and ourselves.  
Through prayer we ask for grace to continue the work of sharing God’s love in our 
own day, in our relationships, and in all our endeavours. A final hymn and 
blessing conclude the service. The dismissal sentences after the blessed are taken 
from Psalm 121, and are unique to Exeter College Chapel. 
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THE SERMON 

 
Compunction 

The Rev’d Canon Dr Margaret Whipp is the Catechist. 
 
 
 

THE ANTHEM 
 

Like as the hart desireth the waterbrooks, 
so longeth my soul after thee, O God. 

My soul is athirst for God, 
yea, even for the living God. 

When shall I come to appear before the presence of God? 
My tears have been my meat day and night, 

while they daily say unto me, 
“Where is now thy God?” 

 
Words: Psalm 42 

Music: H. Howells 
Recorded in isolation  

 
 

 
THE PRAYERS 

The prayers conclude with: 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and 
the fellowship of the Holy Ghost be with us all ever more. 
Amen. 
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HYMN 
 

God, that madest earth and heaven,  
darkness and light; 

who the day for toil hast given, for rest the night; 
may thine angel guards defend us, 
slumber sweet thy mercy send us; 
holy dreams and hopes attend us, 

this live long night. 
 

Guard us waking, guard us sleeping,  
and when we die, 

may we in thy mighty keeping all peaceful lie; 
when the last dread call shall wake us, 

do not thou, our God, forsake us, 
but to reign in glory take us 

with thee on high. 
 

Words: v. 1 R. Heber, v. 2 R. Whately 
Music: Ar hyd nos, Welsh melody 

 
 

THE BLESSING 
 

Christ give you grace to grow in holiness, to deny yourselves, and to take 
up your cross and follow him: And the blessing of the God of love: 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost be upon you and remain with you for ever. 
Amen. 
 
The Lord preserve your going out and your coming in: 
From this time forth, for ever more. Amen. 
 
 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY 
An Wasserflüssen Babylon, BWV 653 J.S. Bach 

 
*** 


