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WELCOME TO EXETER COLLEGE CHAPEL 
  
 

COVID REGULATIONS 
 
We offer worship as a time of peace, reflection, and hope. In order for the 
service to be safe and therefore allow you to focus on worshipping or being 

still, we ask that you please observe the covid-protocols: 
 
 

• Face coverings must be worn at all times. 
 
• Please check in via the NHS COVID-19 app or fill in the Track and 

Trace form at each pew. 
 
• An usher will direct you to an available seat. Please take your order of 

service with you. 
 
• Please refrain from singing. 
 
• Please exit the Chapel as directed by the ushers and take your order 

of service with you. 
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This service of Choral Evensong is a product of the Reformation, whereby sections 
from the monastic offices of Vespers and Compline were combined to produce one of 
the gems of Anglican liturgy. Evensong is, at its core, a service of the Word of God: 
the readings, canticles responses, and some of the prayers are taken from Holy 
Scripture. This is enhanced by choral settings of some parts of the service, adding to 
the mystery and bringing alive these ancient texts. 
 
Daily prayer has been offered in the College Chapel since its foundation by Walter de 
Stapledon in 1314. The prayers of today join with those of our predecessors, as we 
continue to pray for the life of the College, our Livings, the University, and World. 
 
Choral Evensong is a profoundly beautiful service, although if this is your first 
experience of it you may find some of it puzzling.  To help with this, on the left 
hand pages of this booklet is a brief guide and commentary, explaining the service. 
 
 

ÀÀÀÀ 
 
 

The service starts with a sentence of scripture. On feast days a hymn may be sung. 
This is followed by the Preces. The Preces are short prayers of praise, glorifying God, 
who, as the Gloria [Glory be to the Father &c] states is Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 
The Psalm, Lessons, and Canticles 
 
After an initial act of praise the service chances to focus on the Word of God. One or 
several psalms are sung by the choir; there are two readings, one from the Hebrew 
Bible and one from the New Testament. These are interspersed with the canticles, the 
Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis. Both are taken from Luke’s Gospel, and are Mary 
and Simeon’s response to the revelation of God and his love for them and the world. 
At Choral Evensong the choir sings the psalm and canticles on behalf of the 
congregation. You may like to use this as an opportunity to enjoy being enveloped in 
music, to pray the words they sing, or simply to listen. 
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THE ORDER FOR CHORAL EVENSONG 
 

THE INTROIT 
Богородице	Дево,	радуйся,	 Rejoice, virgin mother of God, 
благодатная	Марие,		
Господь	с	тобою.	

Mary, full of grace,  
the Lord is with you. 

Благословена	ты	в	женах,	 Blessed are you among women, 
и	благословен	плод	чрева	твоего,	 and blessed is the fruit of your womb, 
яко	Спаса	родила	еси	душ	наших.	 for you have borne  

the Saviour of our souls. 
 

Words: Slavonic Church Liturgy 
Music: S. Rachmaninoff 

HYMN 

The Lord whom earth and sea and sky 
adore and praise and magnify, 

who eo’er their threefold fabric reigns, 
the Virgin’s spotless womb contains. 

 
Ans he whose will is ever done 

by moon and seas, by stars and sun, 
is borne upon a maiden’s breast, 

whom God’s foreseeing grace possessed. 
 

How blest that Mother, in whose shrine 
the very Word of God divine, 
the maker of the earth and sky, 

was pleased in fleshly form to lie. 
 

O Jesu, Virgin-born to thee, 
Eternal praise, and glory be, 

whom with the Father we adore, 
And Holy Spirit, evermore. Amen. 

 
Words: Fortanatus, trans. J.Neale 

Music: Puer nobis nascitur, adapted Praetorius 
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THE PRECES 
Sumsion 

Minister O Lord, open thou our lips. 
Choir  And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 
Minister O God, make speed to save us. 
Choir  O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 
¶ All stand  
 
Minister Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
Choir  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:  
  world without end. Amen.  
Minister Praise ye the Lord.  
Choir  The Lord’s  name be praised. 
 
 ¶  Please sit as the Choir sings the Psalm of the Day 
 

PSALM 113 
Praise the Lord, ye servants * O praise the Name of the Lord. 
Blessed be the Name of the Lord * from this time forth for evermore. 
The Lord’s Name is praised * from the rising up of the sun unto the going 
down of the same. The Lord is high above all heathen * and his glory above 
the heavens.Who is like unto the Lord our God that hath his dwelling so 
high * and yet humbleth himself to behold the things that are in heaven and 
earth? He taketh up the simple out of the dust * and lifteth the poor out of 
the mire; That he may set him with the princes * even with the princes of 
his people. He maketh the barren woman to keep house * and to be a joyful 
mother of children. 

 
 

THE FIRST LESSON 
Luke 1. 26 – 46  

And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of 
Galilee, named Nazareth, To a virgin espoused to a man whose name was 
Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin’s name was Mary. And the 
angel came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the 
Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women. And when she saw him, 
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she was troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind what manner of 
salutation this should be. And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for 
thou hast found favour with God. And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy 
womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS. He shall be 
great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall 
give unto him the throne of his father David: And he shall reign over the 
house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end. Then said 
Mary unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing I know not a man? And the 
angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, 
and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that 
holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God. And, 
behold, thy cousin Elisabeth, she hath also conceived a son in her old age: 
and this is the sixth month with her, who was called barren. For with God 
nothing shall be impossible. And Mary said, Behold the handmaid of the 
Lord; be it unto me according to thy word. And the angel departed from 
her. And Mary arose in those days, and went into the hill country with 
haste, into a city of Juda; And entered into the house of Zacharias, and 
saluted Elisabeth. And it came to pass, that, when Elisabeth heard the 
salutation of Mary, the babe leaped in her womb; and Elisabeth was filled 
with the Holy Ghost: And she spake out with a loud voice, and said, Blessed 
art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb. And whence 
is this to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? For, lo, as 
soon as the voice of thy salutation sounded in mine ears, the babe leaped in 
my womb for joy. And blessed is she that believed: for there shall be a 
performance of those things which were told her from the Lord. 
And Mary sang: 
 
¶ All stand 

MAGNIFICAT 
Evening Service in b 

T. Tertius Noble 
My soul doth magnify the Lord: 
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 
For he hath regarded: 
the lowliness of his handmaiden. 
For behold, from henceforth:  
all generations shall call me blessed. 
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For he that is mighty hath magnified me: 
and holy is his Name.  
And his mercy is on them that fear him: 
throughout all generations. 
He hath shewed strength with his arm: 
he hath scattered the proud  
in the imagination of their hearts. 
He hath put down the mighty from their seat: 
and hath exalted the humble and meek. 
He hath filled the hungry with good things: 
and the rich he hath sent empty away. 
He remembering his mercy  
hath holpen his servant Israel: 
as we promised to our forefathers,  
Abraham and his seed forever. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now, 
and ever shall be: world without end. Amen. 

Luke 1. 46 – 55 
 
¶ All sit 

THE SECOND LESSON 
1 Samuel 2. 1- 10  

And Hannah prayed, and said, My heart rejoiceth in the Lord, mine horn is 
exalted in the Lord: my mouth is enlarged over mine enemies; because I 
rejoice in thy salvation. There is none holy as the Lord: for there is none 
beside thee: neither is there any rock like our God. Talk no more so 
exceeding proudly; let not arrogancy come out of your mouth: for the Lord 
is a God of knowledge, and by him actions are weighed. The bows of the 
mighty men are broken, and they that stumbled are girded with strength. 
They that were full have hired out themselves for bread; and they that were 
hungry ceased: so that the barren hath born seven; and she that hath many 
children is waxed feeble. The Lord killeth, and maketh alive: he bringeth 
down to the grave, and bringeth up. The Lord maketh poor, and maketh 
rich: he bringeth low, and lifteth up. He raiseth up the poor out of the dust, 
and lifteth up the beggar from the dunghill, to set them among princes, and 
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to make them inherit the throne of glory: for the pillars of the earth are the 
Lord’s, and he hath set the world upon them. He will keep the feet of his 
saints, and the wicked shall be silent in darkness; for by strength shall no 
man prevail. The adversaries of the Lord shall be broken to pieces; out of 
heaven shall he thunder upon them: the Lord shall judge the ends of the 
earth; and he shall give strength unto his king, and exalt the horn of his 
anointed. 

¶  All stand 

NUNC DIMITTIS 
 
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace: according to thy word. 
For mine eyes have seen: thy salvation; 
Which thou hast prepared: before the face of all people: 
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles:  
and to be the glory of thy people,Israel. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now, 
and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.                Luke 2. 29 – 32  
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The Apostles’ Creed 
 
After the Nunc Dimittis we turn to face the Altar to recite the Apostles’ Creed. If 
you have no faith, please do not feel obligated to say the words. Traditionally all 
turn to face the altar, liturgical east, to remind us that Christianity is a faith 
illumined by the light of the resurrection dawn. The Apostles’ Creed was developed by 
the early Church as a teaching tool for those preparing for baptism, and thus 
admission to the church. Today the Creed serves as a summary of Christian belief. 
 
The Lesser Litany and Responses 
 
Like the preces, the lesser litany and responses are short petitions to God; some are 
taken from scripture, others from ancient texts of the church. The Lord’s Prayer, 
common to all Christians, reminds us that we are not just praying in Exeter Chapel 
but form a worldwide fellowship. 
The responses are ‘soundbite prayers’: they reflect some of the general needs of society 
as well as our relationship with God. Situated after the bible readings they illustrate 
how prayer and praise are our responses to God’s love. 
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¶ Remain standing and turn towards the altar 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth; 
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, 
Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
Born of the Virgin Mary, 
Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
Was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended into hell; 
The third day he rose again from the dead; 
He ascended into heaven, 
And sitteth on the right hand  
of God the Father Almighty; 
From thence he shall come to judge  
the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; 
The holy Catholick Church; 
The Communion of Saints; 
The Forgiveness of Sins 
The Resurrection of the body, 
And the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

THE LESSER LITANY 
 
Minister The Lord be with you. 
Choir  And with thy spirit. 
Minister Let us pray. 
 
 ¶ All kneel or sit 
 
Minister Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Choir  Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Minister Lord, have mercy upon us. 
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All  Our Father, which art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name; 
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
  in earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive them that trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation; 
  but deliver us from evil. Amen. 
 
Minister O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us. 
Choir  And grant us thy salvation. 
Minister O Lord, save the Queen. 
Choir  And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
Minister Endue thy Ministers with righteousness. 
Choir  And make thy chosen people joyful. 
Minister O Lord, save thy people. 
Choir  And bless thine inheritance. 
Minister Give peace in our time, O Lord. 
Choir  Because there is none other that fighteth for us 
  but only thou, O God. 
Minister O God, make clean our hearts within us. 
Choir  And take not thy Holy Spirit from us 
 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

Almighty God, by whose grace Elizabeth rejoiced with Mary and greeted 
her as the mother of the Lord; look with favour, we beseech thee, on thy 
lowly servants, that, with Mary, we may magnify thy holy name, and 
rejoice to acclaim her Son as our Saviour. 
Choir:  Amen. 
 

AT EVENING PRAYER 
 

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works 
do proceed; Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; 
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that both our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that  
by thee we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time 
in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. 
Choir: Amen. 
 

FOR AID AGAINST ALL PERILS 
 

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy, 
defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only 
Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Choir: Amen. 
 
 ¶ All sit 

THE ANTHEM 
 

 
Salve Regina, Mater misericordiae: 
Vita, dulcedo, et spes nostra, salve. 
Ad te clamamus, 
exsules, filii Hevae. 
Ad te suspiramus,  
gementes et flentes 
In hac lacrymarum valle. 
 

Hail, holy Queen, Mother of Mercy, 
our life, our sweetness and our hope. 
To thee do we cry, 
poor banished children of Eve; 
to thee do we send up our sighs, 
mourning and weeping  
in this vale of tears. 

Eia ergo, Advocata nostra, 
Illos tuos misericordes  
oculos ad nos converte. 
Et Jesum, benedictum  
fructum ventris tui, 
Nobis post hoc exilium, ostende. 
O clemens: O pia:  
dulcis Virgo Maria. 

Turn then, most gracious advocate, 
thine eyes of mercy  
toward us; 
and after this our exile, show unto 
us the blessed fruit  
of thy womb, Jesus. 
O clement: O loving:  
sweet Virgin Mary. 

 
 Words: Pius V 

Music: H. Howells 
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The Collects 
 
This section of prayer concludes with the collects. These are longer prayers than the 
responses, and many were translated or composed by Thomas Cranmer when the first 
prayer book was complied in 1549. At Evensong the first collect is associated with 
the specific date or festival, the last two collects do not change. 
 
 
 
The Anthem 
 
The Prayer Book introduces the anthem; ‘in quires and places where they sing, here 
followeth the anthem’, and as such the anthem of today finds its roots Anglican 
worship. The words are often taken from scripture, but poetry, prose, and a 
combination of all three are common.  
 
 
 
The Prayers and Dismissal 
 
More informal prayers follow, when we pray specifically for the College, the World, 
those in need and ourselves.  Through prayer we ask for grace to continue the work of 
sharing God’s love in our own day, in our relationships, and in all our endeavours. A 
hymn and dismissal conclude the service. The dismissal sentences are taken from 
Psalm 121, and are unique to Exeter College Chapel. 
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THE PRAYERS 
 
Ending with: 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, 
be with us all ever more. Amen. 
 
 

¶ Please remain seated as the choir sings: 
Ye who own the faith of Jesus,  

sing the wonders that were done  
when the love of God the Father  

over sin the victory won,  
when he made the Virgin Mary  

mother of his only Son.  
Hail Mary, full of grace. 

 
Wherefore let all faithful people  

tell the honour of her name;  
let the Church, in her foreshadowed,  

part in her thanksgiving claim;  
what Christ's mother sang in gladness  

let Christ's people sing the same.  
 

Let us weave our supplications,  
she with us and we with her,  

for the advancement of the faithful,  
for each faithful worshiper,  

for the doubting, for the sinful,  
for each heedless wanderer.  
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Praise, O Mary, praise the Father,  
praise thy Saviour and thy Son,  

praise the everlasting Spirit,  
who hath made thee ark and throne  

o'er all creatures high exalted,  
lowly praise the Three in One.  

 
Words: V. Stuckey Coles 

Music: Daily, Daily, French Pariossien  
 
 

THE DISMISSAL 
 

The Lord preserve your going out and your coming in.  
From this time forth, for ever more. Amen. 
 
 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY 

Fuga sopra il Magnificat, BWV 733, J.S. Bach 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
	
	


