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WELCOME TO THIS SERVICE BROADCAST FROM  
 EXETER COLLEGE CHAPEL 

 
The Feast of the Presentation of Christ in the Temple is an ancient 
turning point in the Christian year, commonly known as 'Candlemas' because 
of the ancient custom of blessing the year’s supply of candles. A huge feast in 
the Middle Ages, its significance has been revived in over the past century.  
 
Today's liturgy commemorates when Mary and Joseph took their child to 
Jerusalem to present him to God. The Levitical law required a mother to be 
'cleansed': she had to observe a period of ritual purification of forty days 
following the birth of a male child, at the end of which she was required to 
offer a sacrifice. Until that day, she could touch no holy thing nor enter the 
sanctuary, nor enjoy normal social relations with friends and neighbours. 
 
According to St Luke, the event was marked in an amazing way. Simeon, ‘a 
righteous and devout man’, on seeing the Holy Family come into the Temple, 
acclaimed the infant Jesus as 'the light to enlighten the nations'. An elderly 
prophetess called Anna proclaimed the child her Redeemer. Simeon's words 
have led to today's celebration of Christ as the light countering darkness. But 
Simeon's other words proved equally prophetic. He spoke of 'the falling and 
rising of many' because of this child Jesus, and told Mary that a sword would 
eventually pierce her own heart. His words pointed to the future sufferings of 
Christ. 
 
Today's liturgy thus has a certain 'bitter-sweet' flavour to it. Coming as it does 
at the very end of the Christmas celebration, and with Lent very close, 
Candlemas is a kind of pivot in the Christian year. Today we turn from 
Christmas towards the cross. 
 
During this national lockdown, the music is drawn from several sources. The 
Nunc dimittis and hymn 'Ye gates lift up your heads' were recorded by the 
choir in isolation and edited together; the other hymns are taken from 
services recorded in Michaelmas term 2020. The introit is taken from the CD 
'Salve Regina', conducted by Stephen Wood; the Magnificat is taken from the 
CD 'One thing have I desired', conducted by Alistair Reid; and the anthem is 
taken from the CD 'On Christmas Night', conducted by Tim Muggeridge. 
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INTROIT 

Hail, gladdening Light, of his pure glory poured 
Who is th’immortal Father, heavenly, blest, 
Holiest of Holies – Jesus Christ our Lord! 

Now we are come to the sun’s hour of rest; 
The lights of evening round us shine; 
We hymn the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit divine! 

Worthiest art thou at all times to be sung 
With undefiled tongue, 
Son of our God, giver of life, alone: 
Therefore in all the world thy glories, Lord, they own. 

Words C3rd, trans. J. Keble 
Music: C. Wood  

 
 

CANDLEMASS LITURGY 
 

Blessed art thou, Lord our God, King of the universe. 
thou hast created all things from nothing;  
and commanded bees to produce this liquid of wax  
which hast been made into a perfect candle, 
so that it may burn to create light. 
With thee, O Lord is the well of life 
and in thy light shall we see light. 
Blessed be God for ever. Amen.  
 

Lord God, the springing source of everlasting light, 
pour into the hearts of thy faithful people 
the brilliance of thy eternal splendour, 
that we may have the darkness of our souls dispelled, 
and so be counted worthy to stand before thee 
in that eternal city where thou livest and reigneth, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
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We wait for thy loving kindness, O Lord, 
in the midst of thy temple. 
Open to us the gates of righteousness 
that we may enter and give thanks to the Lord 
 
Let us go forth praising Christ our Lord. 
 
 

HYMN 
 

Of the Father’s love begotten 
Ere the world from chaos rose, 

He is Alpha: from that Fountain, 
All that is and hath been flows; 

He is Omega, of all things 
Yet to come the mystic Close, 

Evermore and evermore. 
 

By his word was all created: 
He commanded, and ‘twas done: 

Earth and sky and boundless ocean, 
Universe of three in one. 

All that sees the moon’s soft radiance, 
All the breathes beneath the sun, 

Evermore and evermore. 
 

This is he, whom seer and Sybil 
Sang in ages long gone by; 
This is he of old revealed 
In the page of prophecy; 

Lo! he comes, the promised Saviour; 
Let the world his praises cry! 

Evermore and evermore. 
 

Sing, ye heights of heaven, his praises; 
Angels and Archangels, sing! 

Wheresoe’er ye be, ye faithful, 
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Let your joyous anthems ring, 
Every tongue his name confessing, 

Countless voices answering: 
Evermore and evermore. 

 
Words: Prudentius, trans.R.Davis 

Music: from Piae Cantiones, arr. D. Willcocks 
 

 
 

THE FIRST LESSON 
Malachi 3. 1 – 4  

 
Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: 
and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the 
messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, 
saith the Lord of hosts. But who may abide the day of his coming? and who 
shall stand when he appeareth? For he is like a refiner's fire, and like fuller's 
soap: And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: and he shall purify 
the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer 
unto the Lord an offering in righteousness. Then shall the offering of Judah 
and Jerusalem be pleasant unto the Lord, as in the days of old, and as in 
former years. 
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MAGNIFICAT 

Magnificat for Double Choir  
C.V. Stanford   

My soul doth magnify the Lord:  
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 
For he hath regarded the lowliness of his hand-maiden. 
For behold, from henceforth,  
all generations shall call me blessed. 
For he that is mighty hath magnified me and holy is his name. 
And his mercy is on them that fear him,  
throughout all generations. 
He hath shewed strength with his arm,  
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 
He hath put down the mighty from their seat:  
and hath exalted the humble and meek. 
He hath filled the hungry with good things: 
and the rich he hath sent empty away. 
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel: 
as he promised to our forefathers, 
Abraham and his seed forever. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son  
and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,  
world without end. Amen. 

 
 

THE SECOND LESSON 
Luke 2. 22 – 40  

And when the days of her purification according to the law of Moses were 
accomplished, they brought him to Jerusalem, to present him to the Lord; 
And to offer a sacrifice according to that which is said in the law of the 
Lord, A pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons. And, behold, there was 
a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon; and the same man was just 
and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel: and the Holy Ghost was 
upon him. And it was revealed unto him by the Holy Ghost, that he should 
not see death, before he had seen the Lords’ Christ. And he came by the 



 7 

Spirit into the temple: and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to 
do for him after the custom of the law, Then took he him up in his arms, 
and blessed God, and said, Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in 
peace, according to thy word: For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, 
Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people; A light to lighten 
the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel. And Joseph and his mother 
marvelled at those things  which were spoken of him. And Simeon blessed 
them, and said unto Mary his mother, Behold, this child is set for the fall 
and rising again of many in Israel; and for a sign which shall be spoken 
against;(Yea, a sword shall pierce through thy own soul also,) that the 
thoughts of many hearts may be revealed. And there was one Anna, a 
prophetess, she was of a great age, and had lived with an husband seven 
years from her virginity; And she was a widow of about fourscore and four 
years, which departed not from the temple, but served God with fastings 
and prayers night and day. And she coming in that instant gave thanks 
likewise unto the Lord, and spake of him to all them that looked for 
redemption in Jerusalem. And when they had performed all things 
according to the law of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own 
city Nazareth. And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled with 
wisdom: and the grace of God was upon him. 
 
 

NUNC DIMITTIS 
 

Evening Service in G, C.V. Stanford  
recorded in isolation 

 
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace:   
according to thy word.  
For mine eyes have seen: thy salvation,  
Which thou hast prepared: before the face of all people:  
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles:   
and to be the glory of thy people Israel.  
Glory be to the Father and to the Son  
and to the Holy Ghost.  
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,  
world without end. Amen. 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

 
I believe in God the Father Almighty,  
Maker of heaven and earth: 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,  
Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  
Born of the Virgin Mary,  
Suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
Was crucified, dead, and buried,  
He descended into hell;  
The third day he rose again from the dead,  
He ascended into heaven,  
And sitteth on the right hand  
of God the Father Almighty;  
From thence he shall come  
to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost;  
The holy Catholick Church;  
The Communion of Saints;  
The Forgiveness of sins;  
The Resurrection of the body;  
And the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 
THE LESSER LITANY AND RESPONSES 

 
Chaplain: The Lord be with you: 
Choir: And with thy spirit. 
Chaplain: Let us pray. 
Choir: Lord, have mercy upon us. 
  Christ, have mercy upon us. 
  Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
All:  Our Father, which art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy name; 
  thy kingdom come; thy will be done; 
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  in earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive them that trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
  Amen. 
 
Chaplain: O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us; 
Choir: And grant us thy salvation. 
Chaplain: O Lord, save the Queen; 
Choir: And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
Chaplain: Endue thy ministers with righteousness; 
Choir: And make thy chosen people joyful. 
Chaplain: O Lord, save thy people; 
Choir: And bless thine inheritance. 
Chaplain: Give peace in our time, O Lord; 
Choir: Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only  
  thou O God. 
Chaplain: O God, make clean our hearts within us; 
Choir: And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 
 

 
 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

Almighty and ever-living God, we humbly beseech thy majesty, that, as 
thy only-begotten Son was this day presented in the Temple in substance 
of our flesh, so we may be presented unto thee with pure and clean hearts, 
by thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  
Choir: Amen. 
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THE SECOND COLLECT, AT EVENING PRAYER 
 

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works 
do proceed: give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; 
that both our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that 
by thee we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time 
in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour.  
Choir: Amen. 

 
THE THIRD COLLECT, FOR AID AGAINST ALL PERILS 

 
Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy 
defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only 
Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
Choir:  Amen. 

 
HYMN 

Ye gates lift up your heads on high; 
ye doors that last for aye, 

be lifted up, that so the King 
of glory enter may. 

But who of glory is the King? 
The mighty Lord is this, 

even that same Lord that great in might 
and strong in battle is. 

Ye gates, lift up your heads; ye doors, 
doors that do last for aye, 

be lifted up, that so the King 
of glory enter may. 

But who is he that is the King, 
the King of glory? who is this? 

The Lord of hosts, and none but he, 
the King of glory is. Alleluia! Amen. 

 
Words: Psalm 24, Scottish metrical version 
Music: St George’s Edinburgh, A. Thomson 

Recorded in isolation 
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THE SERMON 

 
Serenity 

 
Petronella Spivey is the College Secretary  

 
 

THE ANTHEM 
 

Glory be to thee, O Lord, glory be to thee, 
Creator of the visible light, the sun’s ray, the flame of fire. 

Creator also of the light invisible and intellectual, 
That which is known of God, the light invisible. 

 
Glory be to thee, O Lord, glory be to thee, 
Creator of the light, for writings of the law, 

glory be to thee, for oracles of prophets, 
glory be to thee, for melody of psalms, 

glory be to thee, for wisdom of proverbs, 
glory be to thee, experience of histories, 
glory be to thee, a light which never sets. 

God is the Lord, who hath showed us light. 
 

Light, who dost my soul enlighten; 
Sun, who all my life dost brighten; 

Joy, the sweetest man e’er knoweth; 
Fount, whence all my being floweth. 
From thy banquet let me measure, 

Lord, how vast and deep its treasure; 
Through the gifts thou here dost give us, 

As thy guest in heaven receive us. 
 

Words: Lancelot Andrewes, tr. Alexander Whyte; and  
J. Franck, tr. Catherine Winkworth 

Music: J. Rutter, using a Chorale by J. Crüger 
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THE PRAYERS 

The prayers conclude with: 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and 
the fellowship of the Holy Ghost be with us all ever more. 
Amen. 

 
 

HYMN 
 

Abide with me; fast falls the eventide; 
The darkness deepens; Lord with me abide. 
When other helpers fail and comforts flee, 

Help of the helpless, O abide with me. 
 

Swift to its close ebbs out life's little day; 
Earth's joys grow dim; its glories pass away; 

Change and decay in all around I see; 
O thou who changest not, abide with me. 

 
I need thy presence every passing hour. 

What but thy grace can foil the tempter's power? 
Who, like thyself, my guide and stay can be? 

Through cloud and sunshine, Lord, abide with me. 
 

I fear no foe, with thee at hand to bless; 
Ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness. 

Where is death's sting? Where, grave, thy victory? 
I triumph still, if thou abide with me. 

 
Hold thou thy cross before my closing eyes; 

Shine through the gloom and point me to the skies. 
Heaven's morning breaks, and earth's vain shadows flee; 

In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me. 
 

Words: H.F. Lyte 
Music: W.H. Monk 
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THE BLESSING 

 
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face to shine upon 
you, and be gracious unto you. The Lord lift up the light of his 
countenance upon you, and give you peace. And the blessing of the God 
of love: Father, Son, and Holy Ghost be upon you and remain with you 
for ever. Amen. 
 
The Lord preserve your going out and your coming in: 
From this time forth, for ever more. Amen. 
 
 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY 
Melody Coleridge-Taylor 

 
*** 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


