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Window showing Joseph, disrobed of his coloured coat, being raised from the well by his brothers, in order to be 
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WELCOME TO EXETER COLLEGE CHAPEL 
 
This service is based around the order for Choral Evensong, a product of the Reformation, 
whereby sections from the monastic offices of Vespers and Compline were combined to 
produce one of the gems of Anglican liturgy. Evensong is, at its core, a service of the Word 
of God: the readings, canticles responses, and some of the prayers are taken from Holy 
Scripture. This is enhanced by choral settings of some parts of the service, adding to the 
mystery and bringing alive these ancient texts. 
 
Choral Evensong is a profoundly beautiful service, although if this is your first experience 
of it you may find some of it puzzling.  To help with this, on the left hand pages of this 
booklet is a brief guide and commentary, explaining the service. Please take the booklet 
away with you and read the guide at your leisure; don’t let it distract your worship. 
Some of the wording and terminology has changed its meaning over the centuries; notably 
the word ‘miserable’, which to a sixteenth century audience meant ‘seeking mercy’, rather 
than being grumpy or feeling low.  
 
Evensong is a mixture between actively participating in the worship by singing, 
responding, and praying the words, and also by allowing the choir, readers, and clergy to 
pray, and sing, and speak on your behalf, allowing you to reflect on the text or any issues 
you may be facing. 
 
This Service has been recorded in Exeter College Chapel for broadcast. 
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The Confession 
 
The confession at the beginning of the service serves to call to mind our actions and to 
think of them, and the implications they have for us, for our neighbours and society.  In 
making our confession we are trusting in the mercy, forgiveness, and hope of God who is 
merciful and faithful. The Absolution, although pronounced by a priest, comes from God. 
 
The Preces  
 
Immediately after having been forgiven our sins, we praise God through the preces. The 
Preces ,the Latin plural of prex, meaning prayer, are short versicles and responses; these 
are taken from the psalms. All stand for the Gloria [Glory be to the Father &c] as a mark 
of respect for the Holy Trinity. 
 
The Psalm, Lessons, and Canticles 
 
From this point the service changes from confession and praise to focussing on the word of 
God. One or several psalms are sung by the choir; there are two readings, one from the 
Hebrew Bible and one from the New Testament. These are interspersed with the canticles, 
the Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis. Both are taken from Luke’s Gospel, and are Mary 
and Simeon’s response to the revelation of God and his love for them and the world. At 
Choral Evensong the choir sings the psalm and canticles on behalf of the congregation. 
You may like to use this as an opportunity to enjoy being enveloped in music, to pray the 
words they sing, or simply to listen. 
 
William Petre in his Statutes for Exeter College appointed Psalm 121 as the College 
Psalm, to be said daily. This tradition continues each morning as Psalm 121 is said at the 
beginning of morning prayer. 
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Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

HYMN 
 

Come, ye faithful, raise the strain  
of triumphant gladness! 

God hath brought forth Israel  
into joy from sadness, 

loosed from Pharaoh’s bitter yoke 
Jacob’s sons and daughters, 

led them with unmoistened foot  
through the Red Sea waters. 

 
Tis the spring of souls today: 
Christ hath burst his prison, 

and from three days’ sleep in death  
as a sun hath risen. 

 
All the winter of our sins, 
Long and dark, is flying 

From his light, to whom we give 
Laud and praise undying. 

 
Now the queen of seasons, bright 

With the day of splendour, 
With the royal feast of feasts, 

Comes its joys to render; 
Comes to glad Jerusalem, 
Who with true affection 

Welcomes in unwearied strains 
Jesu’s Resurrection 
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Neither might the gates of death,  
nor the tomb’s dark portal, 

nor the watchers, nor the seal 
hold thee as a mortal. 

But arisen amidst thine own 
thou didst stand, bestowing 

thy true peace, which evermore  
passeth human knowing. 

 
Words: John of Damascus, trans J. Neale 

Music:  Ave Virgo Virginum, from Leisentritt’s Gesangbuch 
 
 

THE CONFESSION 
 

Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God. 
 
Almighty and most merciful Father; we have erred, and strayed from 
thy ways like lost sheep. We have followed too much the devices and 
desires of our own hearts. We have offended against thy holy laws. 
We have left undone those things which we ought to have done; and 
have done those things which we ought not to have done; and there 
is no health in us. But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, miserable 
offenders. Spare thou them O God, which confess their faults. Restore 
thou them that are penitent; according to thy promises declared unto 
mankind in Christ Jesu our  Lord. And grant O most merciful Father, 
for his sake, that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober 
life, to the glory of thy holy name. Amen. 
 
 

THE ABSOLUTION 
 

May the Almighty and merciful Lord grant unto you pardon and remission of all 
your sins, time for amendment of life, and the grace and comfort of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 
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THE PRECES 

Reading 
Chaplain: O Lord, open thou our lips. 
Choir: And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 
Chaplain: O God make speed to save us. 
Choir: O Lord make haste to help us. 
Chaplain: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. 
Choir: As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be world without 
  end. Amen.  
Chaplain: Praise ye the Lord.  
Choir: The Lord’s name be praised. 
 
 
¶ The choir chants Psalm 96 
O sing unto the Lord a new song * sing unto the Lord, all the whole earth. Sing 
unto the Lord, and praise his Name * be telling of his salvation from day to day. 
Declare his honour unto the heathen * and his wonders unto all people. For the 
Lord is great, and cannot worthily be praised * he is more to be feared than all 
gods. As for all the gods of the heathen, they are but idols * but it is the Lord 
that made the heavens. Glory and worship are before him * power and honour 
are in his sanctuary. Ascribe unto the Lord, O ye kindreds of the 
people *  ascribe unto the Lord worship and power.  Ascribe unto the Lord the 
honour due unto his Name * bring presents, and come into his courts. O 
worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness * let the whole earth stand in awe of 
him. Tell it out among the heathen that the Lord is King * and that it is he who 
hath made the round world so fast that it cannot be moved; and how that he 
shall judge the people righteously.  Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be 
glad * let the sea make a noise, and all that therein is.  Let the field be joyful, 
and all that is in it * then shall all the trees of the wood rejoice before the 
Lord. For he cometh, for he cometh to judge the earth *and with righteousness 
to judge the world, and the people with his truth. 
 
Glory be to the Father &c 
 
 

 



 7 

 
THE FIRST LESSON 

Genesis 37. 12 – 28  
And Joseph’s brethren went to feed their father’s flock in Shechem. And Israel 
said unto Joseph, Do not thy brethren feed the flock in Shechem? come, and I will 
send thee unto them. And he said to him, Here am I. And he said to him, Go, I 
pray thee, see whether it be well with thy brethren, and well with the flocks; and 
bring me word again. So he sent him out of the vale of Hebron, and he came to 
Shechem. And a certain man found him, and, behold, he was wandering in the 
field: and the man asked him, saying, What seekest thou? And he said, I seek my 
brethren: tell me, I pray thee, where they feed their flocks. And the man said, 
They are departed hence. And when they saw him afar off, even before he came 
near unto them, they conspired against him to slay him. And they said one to 
another, Behold, this dreamer cometh. Come now therefore, and let us slay him, 
and cast him into some pit, and we will say, Some evil beast hath devoured him: 
and we shall see what will become of his dreams. And Reuben heard it, and he 
delivered him out of their hands; and said, Let us not kill him. And Reuben said 
unto them, Shed no blood, but cast him into this pit that is in the wilderness, and 
lay no hand upon him; that he might rid him out of their hands, to deliver him to 
his father again. And it came to pass, when Joseph was come unto his brethren, 
that they stript Joseph out of his coat, his coat of many colours that was on him; 
And they took him, and cast him into a pit: and the pit was empty, there was no 
water in it. And they sat down to eat bread: and they lifted up their eyes and 
looked, and, behold, a company of Ishmeelites came from Gilead with their 
camels bearing spicery and balm and myrrh, going to carry it down to Egypt. And 
Judah said unto his brethren, What profit is it if we slay our brother, and conceal 
his blood? Come, and let us sell him to the Ishmeelites, and let not our hand be 
upon him; for he is our brother and our flesh. And his brethren were content. 
Then there passed by Midianites merchantmen; and they drew and lifted up 
Joseph out of the pit, and sold Joseph to the Ishmeelites for twenty pieces of silver: 
and they brought Joseph into Egypt. 
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MAGNIFICAT 

Evening Service in G Stanford 
My soul doth magnify the Lord:  
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 
For he hath regarded the lowliness of his hand-maiden. 
For behold, from henceforth, all generations shall call me blessed. 
For he that is mighty hath magnified me and holy is his name. 
And his mercy is on them that fear him, throughout all generations. 
He hath shewed strength with his arm,  
He hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 
He hath put down the mighty from their seat:  
And hath exalted the humble and meek.  
He hath filled the hungry with good things: 
And the rich he hath sent empty away. 
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel: 
As he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed forever. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.  
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
 
 

THE SECOND LESSON 
Acts 8. 26 – end  

And the angel of the Lord spake unto Philip, saying, Arise, and go toward the 
south unto the way that goeth down from Jerusalem unto Gaza, which is desert. 
And he arose and went: and, behold, a man of Ethiopia, an eunuch of great 
authority under Candace queen of the Ethiopians, who had the charge of all her 
treasure, and had come to Jerusalem for to worship, Was returning, and sitting 
in his chariot read Esaias the prophet. Then the Spirit said unto Philip, Go near, 
and join thyself to this chariot. And Philip ran thither to him, and heard him read 
the prophet Esaias, and said, Understandest thou what thou readest? 
And he said, How can I, except some man should guide me? And he desired Philip 
that he would come up and sit with him. The place of the scripture which he read 
was this, He was led as a sheep to the slaughter; and like a lamb dumb before his 
shearer, so opened he not his mouth: In his humiliation his judgment was taken 
away: and who shall declare his generation? for his life is taken from the earth. 
And the eunuch answered Philip, and said, I pray thee, of whom speaketh the 
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prophet this? of himself, or of some other man? Then Philip opened his mouth, 
and began at the same scripture, and preached unto him Jesus. And as they went 
on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is 
water; what doth hinder me to be baptized? And Philip said, If thou believest with 
all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ 
is the Son of God. And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went 
down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him. And 
when they were come up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away 
Philip, that the eunuch saw him no more: and he went on his way rejoicing. 
 
 

NUNC DIMITTIS 
 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace:   
According to thy word.  
For mine eyes have seen: thy salvation,  
Which thou hast prepared: before the face of all people:  
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles:   
And to be the glory of thy people Israel.  
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.  
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,  
World without end. Amen. 
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The Apostles’ Creed 
 
After the Nunc Dimittis we recite the Apostles’ Creed. If you have no faith, please do not 
feel obligated to say the words. Traditionally all turn to face the altar, liturgical east, to 
remind us that Christianity is a faith illumined by the light of the resurrection dawn. 
 
 
The Lesser Litany and Responses 
 
Like the preces, the lesser litany and responses are short petitions to God; some are taken 
from scripture, others from ancient texts of the church. The Lord’s Prayer, common to all 
Christians, reminds us that we are not just praying in Exeter Chapel but form a worldwide 
fellowship. 
 
The responses are ‘soundbite prayers’: they reflect some of the general needs of society as well 
as our relationship with God. Situated after the bible readings they illustrate how prayer 
and praise are our responses to God’s love 

 
 

The Collects 
 
This section of prayer concludes with the collects. These are longer prayers than the 
responses, and many were translated or composed by Thomas Cranmer when the first 
prayer book was complied in 1549. At Evensong the first collect is associated with the 
specific date or festival, the last two collects do not change. 
 
 
The Anthem 
 
The Prayer Book introduces the anthem; ‘in quires and places where they sing, here 
followeth the anthem’, and as such the anthem of today finds its roots Anglican worship. 
The words are often taken from scripture, but poetry, prose, and a combination of all three 
are common.  
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

 
I believe in God the Father Almighty,  
Maker of heaven and earth: 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,  
Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  
Born of the Virgin Mary,  
Suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
Was crucified, dead, and buried,  
He descended into hell;  
The third day he rose again from the dead,  
He ascended into heaven,  
And sitteth on the right hand  
of God the Father Almighty;  
From thence he shall come  
to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost;  
The holy Catholick Church;  
The Communion of Saints;  
The Forgiveness of sins;  
The Resurrection of the body;  
And the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
 

THE LESSER LITANY AND RESPONSES 
 
Chaplain: The Lord be with you: 
Choir: And with thy spirit. 
Chaplain: Let us pray. 
 
Choir: Lord, have mercy upon us. 
  Christ, have mercy upon us. 
  Lord, have mercy upon us. 
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All:   Our Father, which art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name; 
  thy kingdom come; 
  thy will be done; 
  in earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive them that trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
  Amen. 
 
Chaplain: O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us; 
Choir: And grant us thy salvation. 
Chaplain: O Lord, save the Queen; 
Choir: And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
Chaplain: Endue thy ministers with righteousness; 
Choir: And make thy chosen people joyful. 
Chaplain: O Lord, save thy people; 
Choir: And bless thine inheritance. 
Chaplain: Give peace in our time, O Lord; 
Choir: Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only  
  thou O God. 
Chaplain: O God, make clean our hearts within us; 
Choir: And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 
 
 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

O God, who alone canst order the unruly wills and affections of sinful men; grant 
unto thy people, that they may love the thing which thou commandest, and desire 
that which thou dost promise; that so, among the sundry and manifold changes of 
the world, out hearts may surely there be fixed, where true joys are to be found; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Choir: Amen. 
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THE COLLECT FOR PEACE 
 

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do 
proceed: give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that both 
our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee we  
being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and 
quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour.  
Choir: Amen. 
 
 

THE COLLECT FOR AID AGAINST ALL PERILS 
 

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend 
us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
Choir:  Amen. 

 
 

HYMN 

Jesus lives! thy terrors now 
Can, O death, no more appall us; 

Jesus lives: by this we know  
Thou, O grave, cannot enthrall us. 

Alleluya! 

Jesus lives! henceforth is death 
But the gate to life immortal; 

This shall calm our trembling breath 
When we pass its gloomy portal. 

Alleluya! 

Jesus lives! for us he died; 
Then, alone to Jesus living, 
Pure in heart may we abide, 
Glory to our Saviour giving. 

Alleluya! 
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Jesus lives! our hearts know well 
Nought from us his love shall sever; 

Life nor death nor pow'rs of hell 
Tear us from his keeping ever. 

Alleluya! 
Words: C. Gellert, trans. F. Cox 
Music: St Albinus, H. Gauntlett 

 
 

THE SERMON 
 

Richard Washington 
 
 

THE ANTHEM 
 

The Lord is my strength, 
My strength and my song, 

And is become my salvation. 
 

I shall not die, but live, 
And declare the works of God. 

 
O Lord of all, with us abide, 
In this our joyful Eastertide, 

From ev'ry weapon death can wield 
Thine own redeem'd for ever shield. 
All praise be Thine, O risen Lord, 

From death to endless life restored, 
All praise to God the Father be, 

And Holy Ghost eternally. 
Amen. 

 
Words: Psalm 118. 14, 17; attr. St Ambrose, trans. J.M. Neale 

Music: S. Coleridge-Taylor 
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THE PRAYERS 

 
The prayers conclude with: 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Ghost be with us all ever more. Amen. 
 
 

HYMN  

Love's redeeming work is done; 
fought the fight, the battle won: 

lo, our Sun's eclipse is o'er, 
lo, he sets in blood no more. 

Vain the stone, the watch, the seal; 
Christ has burst the gates of hell; 

death in vain forbids his rise; 
Christ has opened paradise. 

Lives again our glorious King; 
where, O death, is now thy sting? 

dying once, he all doth save; 
where thy victory, O grave? 

Soar we now where Christ has led, 
following our exalted Head; 

made like him, like him we rise; 
ours the cross, the grave, the skies. 

Hail the Lord of earth and heaven! 
Praise to thee by both be given: 
thee we greet triumphant now; 

hail, the Resurrection thou! 

 
Words: C. Wesley 

Music: Savannah, Herrnhut Brudergemeine 
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THE BLESSING 

 
The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great 
Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you 
perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well 
pleasing in his sight: and the blessing of the God of love; Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost be with you now and always. Amen. 
 
The Lord preserve your going out and your coming in. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
From this time forth, for ever more. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY 
 

Postlude on an old Irish church melody Stanford 


