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WELCOME TO THIS SERVICE, BROADCAST FROM  

 EXETER COLLEGE CHAPEL 
 
This service is based around the order for Choral Evensong, a product of the 
Reformation, whereby sections from the monastic offices of Vespers and Compline 
were combined to produce one of the gems of Anglican liturgy. Evensong is, at its 
core, a service of the Word of God: the readings, canticles responses, and some of 
the prayers are taken from Holy Scripture. This is enhanced by choral settings of 
some parts of the service, adding to the mystery and bringing alive these ancient 
texts. 
 
Choral Evensong is a profoundly beautiful service, although if this is your first 
experience of it you may find some of it puzzling. To help with this, the pages of 
this booklet with text entirely in italics are a brief guide and commentary, 
explaining the service. 
 
Some of the wording and terminology has changed its meaning over the centuries; 
notably the word ‘miserable’, which to a sixteenth century audience meant 
‘seeking mercy’, rather than being grumpy or feeling low.  
 
Evensong is a mixture between actively participating in the worship by singing, 
responding, and praying the words, and also by allowing the choir, readers, and 
clergy to pray, and sing, and speak on your behalf, allowing you to reflect on the 
text or any issues you may be facing. 
 
The music in this service is taken from the choir's archive, as well as works which 
have been recorded in isolation during this past week and edited together. 
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ORGAN VOLUNTARY 
Berceuse Vierne 

 
HYMN 

 
Love divine, all loves excelling,  

joy of heav’n, to earth come down, 
fix in us thy humble dwelling,  
all thy faithful mercies crown. 
Jesus, thou art all compassion,  
pure, unbounded love thou art. 

Visit us with thy salvation; 
enter ev'ry trembling heart. 

 
Come, Almighty, to deliver,  

let us all thy life receive. 
Suddenly return, and never,  

nevermore they temples leave. 
Thee we would be always blessing,  

serve thee as thy hosts above, 
pray, and praise thee without ceasing,  

glory in thy perfect love. 
 

Finish, then, thy new creation;  
true and spotless let us be. 

Let us see thy great salvation  
perfectly restored in thee. 

Changed from glory into glory,  
till in heav’n we take our place, 

till we cast our crowns before thee,  
lost in wonder, love and praise. 

 
Words: C. Wesley 

Music: Blaenwern, W. Rowlands 
Recorded in isolation  
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The Confession 
 
The confession at the beginning of the service serves to call to mind our actions and 
to think of them, and the implications they have for us, for our neighbours and 
society.  In making our confession we are trusting in the mercy, forgiveness, and 
hope of God who is merciful and faithful. The Absolution, although pronounced 
by a priest, comes from God 
 
 
The Preces  
 
Immediately after having been forgiven our sins, we praise God through the preces. 
The Preces, the Latin plural of prex, meaning prayer, are short versicles and 
responses; these are taken from the psalms. 
 
 
The Psalm, Lessons, and Canticles 
 
From this point the service changes from confession and praise to focussing on the 
word of God. One or several psalms are sung by the choir; there are two readings, 
one from the Hebrew Bible and one from the New Testament. These are 
interspersed with the canticles, the Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis. Both are 
taken from Luke’s Gospel, and are Mary and Simeon’s response to the revelation of 
God and his love for them and the world. At Choral Evensong the choir sings the 
psalm and canticles on behalf of the congregation. You may like to use this as an 
opportunity to enjoy being enveloped in music, to pray the words they sing, or 
simply to listen. 

 
William Petre in his Statutes for Exeter College appointed Psalm 121 as the 
College Psalm, to be said daily. This tradition continues each morning as Psalm 
121 is said at the beginning of morning prayer. 
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THE CONFESSION 
 
Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God. 
 
Almighty and most merciful Father; we have erred, and strayed 
from thy ways like lost sheep. We have followed too much the 
devices and desires of our own hearts. We have offended 
against thy holy laws. We have left undone those things which 
we ought to have done; and have done those things which we 
ought not to have done; and there is no health in us. But thou, 
O Lord, have mercy upon us, miserable offenders. Spare thou 
them O God, which confess their faults. Restore thou them that 
are penitent; according to thy promises declared unto mankind 
in Christ Jesu our  Lord. And grant O most merciful Father, for  
his sake, that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and 
sober life, to the glory of thy holy name. Amen. 
 
 

THE ABSOLUTION 
 

May the Almighty and merciful Lord grant unto you pardon and remission 
of all your sins, time for amendment of life, and the grace and comfort of 
the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
 

THE PRECES 
Sumsion  

Chaplain: O Lord, open thou our lips. 
Choir: And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 
Chaplain: O God make speed to save us. 
Choir: O Lord make haste to help us. 
Chaplain: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy  
  Ghost. 
Choir: As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be 
  world without end. Amen. 
Chaplain: Praise ye the Lord. 
Choir: The Lord’s name be praised. 
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PSALM 111 

I will give thanks unto the Lord with my whole heart secretly among the 
faithful, and in the congregation. The works of the Lord are great sought 
out of all them that have pleasure therein. His work is worthy to be 
praised, and had in honour and his righteousness endureth for ever. The 
merciful and gracious Lord hath so done his marvellous works that they 
ought to be had in remembrance. He hath given meat unto them that fear 
him he shall ever be mindful of his covenant. He hath shewed his people 
the power of his works that he may give them the heritage of the 
heathen. The works of his hands are verity and judgement all his 
commandments are true. They stand fast for ever and ever and are done 
in truth and equity. He sent redemption unto his people he hath 
commanded his covenant for ever; holy and reverend is his Name. The 
fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom a good understanding have all 
they that do thereafter; the praise of it endureth for ever. 

 
THE FIRST LESSON 

Genesis 9. 8 – 17  
And God spake unto Noah, and to his sons with him, saying, And I, behold, 
I establish my covenant with you, and with your seed after you; 
And with every living creature that is with you, of the fowl, of the cattle, 
and of every beast of the earth with you; from all that go out of the ark, to 
every beast of the earth. And I will establish my covenant with you, neither 
shall all flesh be cut off any more by the waters of a flood; neither shall 
there any more be a flood to destroy the earth. And God said, This is the 
token of the covenant which I make between me and you and every living 
creature that is with you, for perpetual generations: I do set my bow in the 
cloud, and it shall be for a token of a covenant between me and the earth. 
And it shall come to pass, when I bring a cloud over the earth, that the 
bow shall be seen in the cloud: And I will remember my covenant, which 
is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters 
shall no more become a flood to destroy all flesh. 
And the bow shall be in the cloud; and I will look upon it, that I may 
remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature 
of all flesh that is upon the earth. And God said unto Noah, This is the 
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token of the covenant, which I have established between me and all flesh 
that is upon the earth. 

 
 

MAGNIFICAT 
 

        Collegium Regale, H. Howells  
My soul doth magnify the Lord:  
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 
For he hath regarded the lowliness of his hand-maiden. 
For behold, from henceforth,  
all generations shall call me blessed. 
For he that is mighty hath magnified me and holy is his name. 
And his mercy is on them that fear him,  
throughout all generations. 
He hath shewed strength with his arm,  
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 
He hath put down the mighty from their seat:  
and hath exalted the humble and meek. 
He hath filled the hungry with good things: 
and the rich he hath sent empty away. 
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel: 
 as he promised to our forefathers, 
 Abraham and his seed forever. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son  
and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,  
world without end. Amen. 
 

 
THE SECOND LESSON 

 
1 Corinthians 13  

Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not 
charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. And though 
I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all 
knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, 
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and have not charity, I am nothing. And though I bestow all my goods to 
feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and have not 
charity, it profiteth me nothing. Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity 
envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, 
Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily 
provoked, thinketh no evil; Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the 
truth; Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth 
all things. Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they 
shall fail; whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be 
knowledge, it shall vanish away. For we know in part, and we prophesy in 
part. But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part 
shall be done away. When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as 
a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish 
things. For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now 
I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known. 
And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these 
is charity.  

 
 

NUNC DIMITTIS 
 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace:   
according to thy word.  
For mine eyes have seen: thy salvation,  
Which thou hast prepared: before the face of all people:  
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles:   
and to be the glory of thy people Israel.  
Glory be to the Father and to the Son  and to the Holy Ghost.  
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,   
world without end. Amen. 
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The Apostles’ Creed 
 
After the Nunc Dimittis we recite the Apostles’ Creed. If you have no faith, 
please do not feel obligated to say the words. 
 
 
The Lesser Litany and Responses 
 
Like the preces, the lesser litany and responses are short petitions to God; some are 
taken from scripture, others from ancient texts of the church. The Lord’s Prayer, 
common to all Christians, reminds us that we are not just praying with the 
community of Exeter College Chapel but form a worldwide fellowship. 
 
The responses are ‘soundbite prayers’: they reflect some of the general needs of society 
as well as our relationship with God. Situated after the bible readings they illustrate 
how prayer and praise are our responses to God’s love 

 
 

The Collects 
 
This section of prayer concludes with the collects. These are longer prayers than 
the responses, and many were translated or composed by Thomas Cranmer when 
the first prayer book was complied in 1549. At Evensong the first collect is 
associated with the specific date or festival, the last two collects do not change. 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

 
I believe in God the Father Almighty,  
Maker of heaven and earth: 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,  
Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  
Born of the Virgin Mary,  
Suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
Was crucified, dead, and buried,  
He descended into hell;  
The third day he rose again from the dead,  
He ascended into heaven,  
And sitteth on the right hand  
of God the Father Almighty;  
From thence he shall come  
to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost;  
The holy Catholick Church;  
The Communion of Saints;  
The Forgiveness of sins;  
The Resurrection of the body;  
And the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 
THE LESSER LITANY AND RESPONSES 

 
Chaplain: The Lord be with you: 
Choir: And with thy spirit. 
Chaplain: Let us pray. 
Choir: Lord, have mercy upon us. 
  Christ, have mercy upon us. 
  Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
All:  Our Father, which art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy name; 
  thy kingdom come; thy will be done; 
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  in earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive them that trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
  Amen. 
 
Chaplain: O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us; 
Choir: And grant us thy salvation. 
Chaplain: O Lord, save the Queen; 
Choir: And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
Chaplain: Endue thy ministers with righteousness; 
Choir: And make thy chosen people joyful. 
Chaplain: O Lord, save thy people; 
Choir: And bless thine inheritance. 
Chaplain: Give peace in our time, O Lord; 
Choir: Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only  
  thou O God. 
Chaplain: O God, make clean our hearts within us; 
Choir: And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 
 

 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

 
O Lord who hast taught us that all our doings without charity are nothing 
worth; send thy Holy Ghost, and poor into our hearts that most excellent 
gift of charity, the very bond of peace and of all virtues, without which 
whosoever liveth is counted dead before thee; grant this for thine only Son 
Jesus Christ’s sake. 
All: Amen. 
 

THE SECOND COLLECT, AT EVENING PRAYER 
 

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works 
do proceed: give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; 
that both our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that 
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by thee we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time 
in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour.  
All: Amen. 

 
 

THE THIRD COLLECT, FOR AID AGAINST ALL PERILS 
 

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy 
defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only 
Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
All:  Amen. 

 
 

HYMN 
 

Come down, O Love divine,  
seek thou this soul of mine,  

and visit it with thine own ardor glowing;  
O Comforter, draw near,  
within my heart appear,  

and kindle it, thy holy flame bestowing. 
 

O let it freely burn,  
till earthly passions turn  

to dust and ashes in its heat consuming;  
and let thy glorious light  
shine ever on my sight,  

and clothe me round, the while my path illuming. 
 

Let holy charity 
mine outward vesture be, 

and loneliness become mine inner clothing; 
true lowliness of heart 

which takes the humbler part, 
and o’er its own shortcomings weeps with loathing. 
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And so, the yearning strong,  
with which the soul will long,  

shall far outpass the power of human telling;  
for none can guess its grace,  

till he create a place  
wherein the Holy Spirit makes her dwelling. 

 
Words: Italian, Biando da Siena, trans R. Littledale 

Music: Down Ampney, R. Vaughan Williams 
 
 

THE SERMON 
 

Love 
 

James Chegwidden is training to be a priest in the Church of England, 
and is the Assistant Chaplain of Magdalen College, Oxford. 

 
 

THE ANTHEM 
 

Ubi caritas et amor, Deus ibi est. 
Congregavit nos in unum Christi amor. 

Exsultemus, et in ipso jucundemur. 
Timeamus, et amemus Deum vivum. 

Et ex corde diligamus nos sincero. Amen. 
 

Where charity and love are, God is there. 
Christ's love has gathered us into one. 
Let us rejoice and be pleased in him. 

Let us fear, and let us love the living God. 
And may we love each other  
with a sincere heart. Amen. 

 
Words: from the Liturgy for Maundy Thursday 

Music: Duruflé 
Recorded in isolation 
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The Anthem 
 
The Prayer Book introduces the anthem; ‘in quires and places where they sing, 
here followeth the anthem’, and as such the anthem of today finds its roots 
Anglican worship. The words are often taken from scripture, but poetry, prose, and 
a combination of all three are common.  
 
 
The Sermon, Prayers, and Dismissal 
 
The service departs from the structure of Evensong: there is a hymn and sermon, 
during which the preacher will attempt to explore the readings or issues of the day 
and relate them to everyday life. On Sundays the Anthem follows the Sermon, but 
during the Week it comes after the Collects. More informal prayers follow, when 
we pray specifically for the College, the World, those in need and ourselves.  
Through prayer we ask for grace to continue the work of sharing God’s love in our 
own day, in our relationships, and in all our endeavours. A final hymn and 
blessing conclude the service. The dismissal sentences after the blessed are taken 
from Psalm 121, and are unique to Exeter College Chapel. 
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THE PRAYERS 

The prayers conclude with: 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and 
the fellowship of the Holy Ghost be with us all ever more. 
Amen. 

 
HYMN 

Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us 
o'er the world's tempestuous sea; 

guard us, guide us, keep us, feed us, 
for we have no help but thee; 
yet possessing every blessing, 

if our God our Father be. 

Saviour, breathe forgiveness o'er us: 
all our weakness thou dost know; 

thou didst tread this earth before us, 
thou didst feel its keenest woe; 

self denying, death defying 
thou to Calvary didst go. 

Spirit of our God, descending, 
fill our hearts with heavenly joy, 
love with every passion blending, 

pleasure that can never cloy: 
thus provided, pardoned, guided, 

nothing can our peace destroy. 

 
Words: J. Edmeston 

Music: Mannheim, from F. Filitz’s Choralbuch 
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THE BLESSING 
 

The peace of God, that passeth all understanding keep your hearts and 
minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. And the blessing of the God of love, who is Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost, rest, abide, and remain with you for ever. Amen. 
 
The Lord preserve your going out and your coming in: 
From this time forth, for ever more. Amen. 
 
 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY 
Praeludium in G Hensel 

 
*** 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


