
 
 

EXETER COLLEGE CHAPEL 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

ADVENT 
PROCESSION 

 

2020



 
WELCOME TO THE ADVENT PROCESSION 

BROADCAST FROM EXETER COLLEGE CHAPEL. 
 

 
In other years the Advent Procession starts with the congregation 
in darkness in the chapel, being reminded of the love and mystery 
of God. In the distance the choir sings ‘The truth sent from above’, 
and candles are lit as the singing draws nearer. Then in candlelight 
we explore, through music, readings, and silence the complicated 
relationship humanity has with itself and with God. These 
complications are based on hunger for power; abuse of the 
environment; an inability to seek truth. Yet a thread of hope 
emerges, as we are reminded of the mercy, patience, hope, and 
light of God. 
 
This year, sadly, we cannot gather in the chapel. And so, the Introit 
is the ancient Advent Prose, which laments our failings, yet 
reminds us that we are nourished by God, showering down 
righteousness. 
 
We are able to broadcast this service because we have, over the 
summer, installed an audio recording system. If you would like to 
contribute towards the cost of this installation you may do so here. 
Any contribution would be most gratefully received. 
 
The Choir is conducted by the Parry Wood Organ Scholar, Christopher Holman. 
The Organ is played by the Junior Organ Scholar, Miles Swinden, and 
Christopher Holman. 
The Service is led by the Chaplain, the Rev’d Andrew Allen, assisted by the 
Catechist, the Rev’d Canon Dr Margaret Whipp. 
 
 
 
Music before the Service: 
 
Rorate caeli Jeanne Demessieux 
 
 



¶ The Choir sings the Introit  
Drop down, ye heavens, from above,  
and let the skies pour down righteousness.  
 
Be not wroth very sore, O Lord, 
neither remember iniquity for ever: 
thy holy cities are a wilderness, 
Sion is a wilderness, Jerusalem a desolation: 
our holy and our beautiful house, 
where our fathers praised thee.  
 
We have sinned, and are as an unclean thing, 
and we all do fade as a leaf: 
and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away: 
thou hast hid thy face from us: 
and hast consumed us, because of our iniquities.  
 
Ye are my witnesses, saith the Lord, 
and my servant whom I have chosen; 
that ye may know me and believe me: 
I, even I, am the Lord, and beside me there is no Saviour: 
and there is none that can deliver out of my hand.  
 
Comfort ye, comfort ye my people; 
my salvation shall not tarry: 
I have blotted out as a thick cloud thy transgressions 
Fear not, for I will save thee: 
For I am the Lord thy God, 
the Holy One of Israel, thy Redeemer.  

Words and music: Rorate caeli 'The Advent Prose' 
 

Now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for now is our salvation 
nearer than when we first believed. The night is far spent, the day 
is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us 
put on the armour of light. For thou wilt save the afflicted people; 
but wilt bring down the arrogant, and thou wilt light my candle: 
the Lord my God will enlighten my darkness.  

Romans 13, Psalm 18 
 



 
Chaplain: The light of Christ is coming into the world: 
All:  Praise God who keeps his promise for ever. 

 
HYMN 

 
 
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel! 
Redeem thy captive Israel 

That into exile drear is gone, 
Far from the face of God's dear Son. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
O come, thou Branch of Jesse! Draw 

The quarry from the lion’s claw; 
From those dread caverns of the grave, 

From nether hell, thy people save. 
 

O come, O come, thou Dayspring bright! 
Pour on our souls thy healing light; 

Dispel the long night's lingering gloom, 
And pierce the shadows of the tomb. 

 
O Come, thou Lord of David’s Key! 
The royal door fling wide and free; 

Safeguard for us the heavenward road, 
And bar the way to death's abode. 

 
 



O come, O come Adonaï, 
Who in thy glorious majesty 

From that high mountain clothed with awe 
Gavest thy folk the elder law. 

 
 

Words: C18th Latin, trans. T. A Lacey 
Music: C15th French, arr. David Willcocks 

 
 
 
 

THE BIDDING PRAYER 
 
As we enter into this solemn season of Advent, we pause and 
reflect on the condition of our world; the inestimable impact, 
vulnerability, fear, and anxiety that has come from the pandemic; 
the dangers of ecological disaster and climate change; the 
uncertainty of leaving the European Union. This season of Advent 
provides an opportunity to articulate these lamentations and our 
waning strength in relation to them.  
 
But, through our readings, music, and silence we are reminded of 
God’s loving purposes towards the world. We recall the desolation 
humanity has endured, and we pray that we may respond to the 
promise of God’s kingdom, its works of justice, and its promise of 
peace, its blessing and its hope. 
 
This Advent let us recall anew the transformative hope that comes 
from God’s love. Let us cry out to God to deliver and help us, to 
comfort and console us, and to give us light, and to show us love. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



¶ The Choir sings 
 
Komm, Jesu, komm, mein Leib ist müde,  
die Kraft verschwindt je mehr und mehr,  
ich sehne mich nach deinem Frieden;  
der saure Weg wird  
mir zu schwer!  
Komm, komm, ich will mich dir ergeben,  
du bist der rechte Weg,  
die Wahrheit und das Leben.  
 
Drum schließ ich mich in deine Hände  
und sage, Welt, zu guter Nacht!  
Eilt gleich mein Lebenslauf zu Ende,  
ist doch der Geist wohl angebracht.  
Er soll bei seinem Schöpfer schweben,  
weil Jesus ist und bleibt  
der wahre Weg zum Leben.  
 
Come, Jesus, come, my body is weary,  
my strength wanes more and more,  
I long for your peace;  
the sour path becomes  
too difficult for me!  
Come, come, I will yield myself to you;  
you are the true path,  
truth and life.  
 
Therefore, I give myself into your hands  
and say world, good night!  
Even though my life rushes to its end,  
my spirit is yet prepared.  
It shall soar with its Creator,  
because Jesus is and remains  
the true path to life.  
 

Words: Paul Thymich  
Music: Johann Sebastian Bach



god’s plan for humanity is one of love 
and mercy 

 
Psalm 19 

The heavens declare the glory of God and the firmament sheweth his 
handywork. One day telleth another and one night certifieth another. 
There is neither speech nor language but their voices are heard among 
them. Their sound is gone out into all lands and their words into the ends 
of the world. In them hath he set a tabernacle for the sun which cometh 
forth as a bridegroom out of his chamber, and rejoiceth as a giant to run his 
course. It goeth forth from the uttermost part of the heaven, and runneth 
about unto the end of it again and there is nothing hid from the heat 
thereof. The law of the Lord is an undefiled law, converting the soul the 
testimony of the Lord is sure, and giveth wisdom unto the simple. The 
statutes of the Lord are right, and rejoice the heart the commandment of 
the Lord is pure, and giveth light unto the eyes. The fear of the Lord is 
clean, and endureth for ever the judgements of the Lord are true, and 
righteous altogether. More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much 
fine gold sweeter also than honey, and the honey-comb. Moreover, by 
them is thy servant taught and in keeping of them there is great 
reward. Who can tell how oft he offendeth O cleanse thou me from my 
secret faults. Keep thy servant also from presumptuous sins, lest they get 
the dominion over me so shall I be undefiled, and innocent from the great 
offence. Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart be 
alway acceptable in thy sight, O Lord my strength, and my redeemer. 
 

 from King Alfred’s Old English Prose Translation of the First Fifty Psalms, 
read by Dr Francis Leneghan, 

Lecturer in Old English 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



HYMN  
 

 
 
 

Creator of the stars of night, 
thy people’s everlasting light, 

O Jesu, Saviour of us all, 
Regard thy servants when they call. 

 
Thou, grieving at the bitter cry 
Of all creation doomed to die, 

Didst come to save a ruined race 
With healing gifts of heavenly grace. 

 
Thou camest, Bridegroom of the bride, 

As drew the world to evening-tide, 
Proceeding from a virgin shrine, 
The Son of Man, yet Lord divine. 

 
At thy great name, exalted now, 

All knees must bend, all hearts must bow, 
And things in heaven and earth shall own 

That thou art Lord and King alone. 
 

To thee, O holy One, we pray, 
Our judge in that tremendous day, 
Preserve us, while we dwell below, 

From every onslaught of the foe. 
 
 



All praise, eternal Son, to thee, 
Whose advent sets by people free, 
Whom with the Father we adore, 

And Spirit blest, for evermore. Amen. 
 

Words: from the Latin, trans. J. Neale 
Music: Mode IV 

 
¶ The first of the Great Advent Antiphons is read: 

 
 
O Wisdom, Breath of the Most High, 
Love pervading and permeating all creation; 
Come and make us friends of God. 
 
In our watching and our waiting: 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
In our hearts and in our homes: 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
In our life and in our world: 
Come, Lord Jesus 
 

 
 

ALTHOUGH WE STRAY,  
GOD’S MERCIES REMAIN 

 
Lamentations 3 

And I said, My strength and my hope is perished from the Lord: 
Remembering mine affliction and my misery, the wormwood and the gall. 
My soul hath them still in remembrance, and is humbled in me. This I recall 
to my mind, therefore have I hope. It is of the Lord’s mercies that we are 
not consumed, because his compassions fail not. They are new every 
morning: great is thy faithfulness. The Lord is my portion, saith my soul; 
therefore will I hope in him. The Lord is good unto them that wait for him, 
to the soul that seeketh him. It is good that a man should both hope and 



quietly wait for the salvation of the Lord. It is good for a man that he bear 
the yoke in his youth. He sitteth alone and keepeth silence, because he hath 
borne it upon him. He putteth his mouth in the dust; if so be there may be 
hope. He giveth his cheek to him that smiteth him: he is filled full with 
reproach. For the Lord will not cast off for ever: But though he cause grief, 
yet will he have compassion according to the multitude of his mercies. 
For he doth not afflict willingly nor grieve the children of men. 
 

read by Marco Bodnar, 
Junior Dean 

 
 

¶The Choir sings: 
 
 

Ave maris stella, Dei Mater alma, 
atque semper Virgo, felix caeli porta. 

 
Sumens illud Ave Gabrielis ore, 

funda nos in pace, mutans Hevae nomen. 
 

Solve vincula reis, profer lumen caecis 
mala nostra pelle, bona cuncta posce. 

 
Sit laus Deo Patri, summo Christo decus, 
Spiritui Sancto, tribus honor unus. Amen. 

 
 

Hail, Star of the Sea, nurturing Mother of God 
and ever-Virgin, happy Gate of Heaven. 

 
Receiving that "Ave", from the mouth of Gabriel, 

Establish us in peace, transforming the name of Eve. 
 

Loosen the chains of the guilty, send forth light to the blind, 
Dispel our evil, entreat for us all good things. 

 



Praise be to God the Father, to the Most High Christ, 
and to the Holy Spirit; honour to the Three. Amen. 

 
Words: Codex Sangallensis, C9th 

Music: Guillaume DuFay 
 
 

¶ The next Advent Antiphon is read: 
 
O Adonai and leader of the House of Israel, 
Who appeared to Moses in the fire of the burning bush 
And gave him the law on Sinai: 
Come and redeem us with an outstretched hand. 
 
In our watching and our waiting: 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
In our hearts and in our homes: 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
In our life and in our world: 
Come, Lord Jesus. 

 
 

A VISION OF THE TRANSFORMATION OF 
GOD’S KINGDOM 

 
Isaiah 11 

And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall 
grow out of his roots: And the spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the 
spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the 
spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord; And shall make him of 
quick understanding in the fear of the Lord: and he shall not judge after the 
sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his ears: But with 
righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek 
of the earth: and he shall smite the earth: with the rod of his mouth, and 
with the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked. And righteousness shall 
be the girdle of his loins, and faithfulness the girdle of his reins. The wolf 



also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; 
and the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little child 
shall lead them. And the cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones shall 
lie down together: and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. And the sucking 
child shall play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put his 
hand on the cockatrice den. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy 
mountain: for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the 
waters cover the sea. 

read by Grace Burney, 
Christian Union Representative 

 
¶The Choir sings: 

  
 

Little Lamb who made thee  
Dost thou know who made thee  
Gave thee life & bid thee feed.  
By the stream & o'er the mead;  
Gave thee clothing of delight,  
Softest clothing wooly bright;  
Gave thee such a tender voice,  
Making all the vales rejoice!  
 Little Lamb who made thee  
Dost thou know who made thee  
 
Little Lamb I'll tell thee,  
 Little Lamb I'll tell thee! 
He is called by thy name,  
For he calls himself a Lamb:  
He is meek & he is mild,  
He became a little child:  
I a child & thou a lamb,  
We are called by his name.  
 Little Lamb God bless thee.  

 
Words: William Blake 

Music: John Tavener  



¶ The next Advent Antiphons is read: 
 

O Key of David and sceptre of the House of Israel; 
you open and no one can shut; 
you shut and no one can open: 
Come and lead the prisoners from the prison house, 
those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death. 
 
In our watching and our waiting: 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
In our hearts and in our homes: 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
In our life and in our world: 
Come, Lord Jesus. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE PURIFICATION OF THE NATIONS 
 

Haggai 2. 6 – 9 
For thus saith the Lord of hosts; Yet once, it is a little while, and I will 
shake the heavens, and the earth, and the sea, and the dry land; 
And I will shake all nations, and the desire of all nations shall come: and I 
will fill this house with glory, saith the Lord of hosts. 
The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, saith the Lord of hosts. 
The glory of this latter house shall be greater than of the former, saith the 
Lord of hosts: and in this place will I give peace, saith the Lord of hosts. 

 read in Biblical Hebrew by Dr Joanna Weinberg, 
Hebrew Lecturer  



HYMN 
 

 
 

Of the Father’s love begotten 
Ere the world from chaos rose, 

He is Alpha: from that Fountain, 
All that is and hath been flows; 

He is Omega, of all things 
 Yet to come the mystic Close, 

 Evermore and evermore. 
 

By his word was all created: 
He commanded, and ‘twas done: 

Earth and sky and boundless ocean, 
Universe of three in one. 

All that sees the moon’s soft radiance, 
All the breathes beneath the sun, 

Evermore and evermore. 
 

This is he, whom seer and sybil 
Sang in ages long gone by; 
This is he of old revealed 
In the page of prophecy; 



Lo! he comes, the promised Saviour; 
Let the world his praises cry! 

Evermore and evermore. 
 

Sing, ye heights of heaven, his praises; 
Angels and Archangels, sing! 

Wheresoe’er ye be, ye faithful, 
Let your joyous anthems ring, 

Every tongue his name confessing, 
Countless voices answering: 

Evermore and evermore. 
 

Words: Prudentius, trans. R. Davis 
Music: from Piae Contiones, arr. David Willcocks 

 
¶ The next Advent Antiphons is read: 

 
 
O Root of Jesse, standing as a signal to the nations, 
Before whom all kings are silent, 
To thee all nations will do homage; 
Come and save us, delay no longer. 
 
In our watching and our waiting: 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
In our hearts and in our homes: 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
In our life and in our world: 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



a hopeful future born out of suffering 
 

Isaiah 40 
Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God. Speak ye comfortably 
to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her warfare is accomplished, that her 
iniquity is pardoned: for she hath received of the Lord’s hand double for all 
her sins. The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way 
of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every 
valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made low: and 
the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough places plain: And the 
glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together: for the 
mouth of the Lord hath spoken it. The voice said, Cry. And he said, What 
shall I cry? All flesh is grass, and all the goodliness thereof is as the flower of 
the field: The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: because the spirit of the 
Lord bloweth upon it: surely the people is grass. The grass withereth, the 
flower fadeth: but the word of our God shall stand for ever. O Zion, that 
bringest good tidings, get thee up into the high mountain; O Jerusalem, 
that bringest good tidings, lift up thy voice with strength; lift it up, be not 
afraid; say unto the cities of Judah, Behold your God! Behold, the Lord God 
will come with strong hand, and his arm shall rule for him: behold, his 
reward is with him, and his work before him. He shall feed his flock like a 
shepherd: he shall gather the lambs with his arm, and carry them in his 
bosom, and shall gently lead those that are with young. 

read by Laurence McKellar, 
Middle Common Room President 

 
 
 
 

¶The Choir sings: 
 
And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first 
earth were passed away; and there was no more sea. And I John saw the 
holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared 
as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a great voice out of heaven 
saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with 
them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and 



be their God. And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there 
shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be 
any more pain: for the former things are passed away. 

Words: Revelation 21 
Music: Edgar Bainton 

 
¶ The next Advent Antiphon is read: 

 
O Morning Star, 
Splendour of eternal light and bright sun of justice; 
Come and give light to those who live in darkness 
And the shadow of death. 
 
 
In our watching and our waiting: 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
In our hearts and in our homes: 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
In our life and in our world: 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
 
 
 

THE NEED FOR TRANSFORMATION IS 
PROCLAIMED 

 
Mark 1. 1 – 9 

The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God; As it is written 
in the prophets, Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, which shall 
prepare thy way before thee. The voice of one crying in the wilderness, 
Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. John did baptize in 
the wilderness, and preach the baptism of repentance for the remission of 
sins. And there went out unto him all the land of Judaea, and they of 
Jerusalem, and were all baptized of him in the river of Jordan, confessing 
their sins. And John was clothed with camel’s hair, and with a girdle of a 



skin about his loins; and he did eat locusts and wild honey; And preached, 
saying, There cometh one mightier than I after me, the latchet of whose 
shoes I am not worthy to stoop down and unloose. I indeed have baptized 
you with water: but he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost.  
 

read by Prof Marguerite Dupree, 
Senior Common Room Member 

 
HYMN 

 
 

On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry 
Announces that the Lord is nigh; 

Come then and harken, for he brings 
Glad tidings from the King of kings! 

 
Then cleansed be ev'ry human breast, 

And furnished for so great a guest! 
Yea, let us each our hearts prepare 
For Christ to come and enter there. 

 
For thou art our salvation, Lord, 

Our refuge and our great reward; 
Once more upon thy people shine 

And fill the world with love divine. 
 

Stretch forth thine hand to heal our sore, 
And make us rise, to fall no more; 
Once more upon thy people shine, 
And fill the world with love divine. 

 



All praise, eternal Son, to thee, 
Whose advent sets thy people free, 
Whom with the Father we adore, 
And Holy Spirit evermore. Amen.  

 
Words: Charles Coffin 

Music: adapted from a German melody, descant by John Scott 
 

¶ The next Advent Antiphon is read: 
 
O king of the nations, and their Desire;  
Thou Cornerstone, who makest both one.  
Come and save us, whom thou formedst of dust. 
 
In our watching and our waiting: 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
In our hearts and in our homes: 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
In our life and in our world: 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
 
 

 
We receive God 

 
Luke 1.26 – 45 

And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of 
Galilee, named Nazareth, To a virgin espoused to a man whose name was 
Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin’s name was Mary. And the 
angel came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the 
Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women. And when she saw him, 
she was troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind what manner of 
salutation this should be. And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for 
thou hast found favour with God. And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy 
womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS. He shall be 



great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall 
give unto him the throne of his father David: And he shall reign over the 
house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end. Then said 
Mary unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing I know not a man? And the 
angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, 
and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that 
holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God. And, 
behold, thy cousin Elisabeth, she hath also conceived a son in her old age: 
and this is the sixth month with her, who was called barren. For with God 
nothing shall be impossible. And Mary said, Behold the handmaid of the 
Lord; be it unto me according to thy word. And the angel departed from 
her. 

read in Koine Greek by Will Dobb, 
Junior Common Room President 

 
 

Ave Maria, gratia plena, Dominus tecum. 
Benedicta tu in mulieribus, 

et benedictus fructus ventris tui, Iesus. 
Sancta Maria, Mater Dei, 

ora pro nobis peccatoribus, 
nunc et in hora mortis nostrae. 

Amen. 
 

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee, 
Blessed art thou among women, 

and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. 
Holy Mary, Mother of God, 

pray for us sinners, 
now and at the hour of our death. 

Amen. 
 

Words: traditional, codified by Pope Pius V in 1568 
Music: Robert Nathaniel Dett 

 
 
 



¶The penultimate Advent Antiphon is read: 
 
O Virgin of virgins, how shall this be? 
For neither before thee was any like thee, nor shall there be after. 
Daughters of Jerusalem, why marvel ye at me? 
The thing which ye behold is a divine mystery. 
 
 
In our watching and our waiting: 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
In our hearts and in our homes: 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
In our life and in our world: 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
 

we are HEALED, AND DRAWN INTO THE 
PRESENCE OF GOD  

 
Revelation 22 

And the angel shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, 
proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. In the midst of the 
street of it, and on either side of the river, was there the tree of life, which 
bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and the 
leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. And there shall be no 
more curse: but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his 
servants shall serve him: And they shall see his face; and his name shall be in 
their foreheads. And there shall be no night there; and they need no candle, 
neither light of the sun; for the Lord God giveth them light: and they shall 
reign for ever and ever. And he said unto me, I am Alpha and Omega, the 
beginning and the end, the first and the last. I Jesus have sent mine angel to 
testify unto you these things in the churches. I am the root and the offspring 
of David, and the bright and morning star. And the Spirit and the bride say, 
Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst  



come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely. He which 
testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, 
Lord Jesus. 

Read by Prof Karin Sigloch, 
Tutorial Fellow in Earth Sciences 

 
 

HYMN 

 
 

Wake, o wake! with tidings thrilling 
The watchmen all the air are filling, 

Arise, Jerusalem, arise! 
Midnight strikes! no more delaying, 

"The hour has come!" we hear them saying. 
Where are ye all, ye virgins wise? 
The Bridegroom comes in sight, 
Raise high your torches bright! 

Alleluia! The wedding song 
Swells long and strong: 

Go forth and join the festal throng. 
 

Zion hears the watchmen shouting, 
Her heart leaps up with joy undoubting, 

She stands and waits with eager eyes; 
See her friend from heaven descending, 

Adorned with truth and grace unending! 
Her light burns clear, her star doth rise. 



Now come, thou precious Crown, 
Lord Jesus, God's own Son! 

Hosanna! Let us prepare 
To follow there, 

Where in thy supper we may share. 
 

Every soul in thee rejoices; 
From earth and from angelic voices 

Be glory given to thee alone! 
Now the gates of pearl receive us, 

Thy presence never more shall leave us, 
We stand with angels round thy throne. 

Earth cannot give below 
The bliss thou dost bestow. 
Alleluya! Grant us to raise 

To length of days 
The triumph chorus of thy praise. 

 
Words P. Nicolai, trans. F. Burkitt 
Music: P. Nicholai, arr. J.S. Bach  

 
 

¶ The final Great Advent Antiphon is read: 
 
O Emmanuel, our king and lawgiver 
The hope of the nations and their Saviour: 
Come, and save us, O Lord our God. 

 
 

In our watching and our waiting: 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
In our hearts and in our homes: 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
In our life and in our world: 
Come, Lord Jesus. 

  
 



 
THE PRAYERS 

 
 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
Our Father, which art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done in earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive them that trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation;  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
We wait for thy loving kindness O Lord: 
In the midst of thy temple. 
The glory of the Lord shall be revealed: 
And all flesh shall see it together. 
O Lord, show thy mercy upon us: 
And grant us thy salvation. 
 
Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness, 
and put upon us the armour of light, now in the time of this mortal life, in 
which thy Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last 
day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the 
quick and dead, we may rise to the life immortal, through him who liveth 
and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, now and ever. Amen.	
	

 
 
 



 
HYMN 

 
 

Lo! He comes with clouds descending, 
Once for favoured sinners slain; 

Thousand, thousand saints attending, 
Swell the triumph of his train: 

Hallelujah!  
God appears on earth to reign. 

 
Every eye shall now behold him 

Robed in dreadful majesty; 
We, who set at naught and sold him, 
Pierced and nailed him to the tree, 

Deeply wailing,  
Shall the true Messiah see. 

 
Those dear tokens of his passion 

Still his dazzling body bears; 
Cause of endless exultation 

To his ransomed worshippers; 
With what rapture,  

Gaze we on those glorious scars! 



Yea, Amen! let all adore thee, 
High on thine eternal throne; 

Saviour, take the power and glory, 
Claim the kingdom for thine own; 

O come quickly!  
Alleluia! Come, Lord, come! 

Words: Charles Wesley 
Music: Thomas Olivers, 

descant by Christopher Holman 
 
 

THE BLESSING 
 

Open wide, O Lord, the gates of heaven and visit thy people in peace. Send 
forth thy Spirit from on high that our hearts may be uplifted unto thee. O 
Lord, who for us wast of a Virgin born, make holy thy people, and bless 
thine heritage. And the blessing of the God of Love: Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost be with you now and always. Amen. 

 
Of one who is so fair and bright 

Velut maris stella, [Like a star of the sea,] 
Brighter than the day is light, 

Parens et puella: [Both mother and maiden:] 
I cry to thee, thou see to me, 
Lady, pray thy Son for me, 

Tam pia, [so pure,] 
That I may come to thee. 

Maria!  
All this world was forlorn, 

Eva peccatrice, [because of Eve, a sinner,] 
Till our Lord was yborn, 

De te genetrice. [through you, his mother.] 
With ave it went away, 

Darkest night, and comes the day 
Salutis; [of salvation;] 

The well springeth out of thee. 
Virtutis. [of virtue.] 



 
Lady, flower of everything, 

Rosa sine spina, [Rose without thorn] 
Thou bare Jesu, heaven's king, 
Gratia divina: [by divine grace] 
Of all thou bearest the prize, 

Lady, queen of paradise 
Electa: [chosen] 

Maid mild, mother 
es effecta. [you are made.] 

 
Words: anonymous 

Music: Benjamin Britten 
 
 

¶ A moment of silent reflection and prayer is kept. 
 
 

In our watching and our waiting: 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
In our hearts and in our homes: 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
In our life and in our world: 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY 
 

Prelude and Fugue in c, BWV 549 J.S. Bach 
 
 


