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WELCOME TO THIS SERVICE BROADCAST FROM  
 EXETER COLLEGE CHAPEL 

 
This service is based around the order for Choral Evensong, a product of the 
Reformation, whereby sections from the monastic offices of Vespers and Compline 
were combined to produce one of the gems of Anglican liturgy. Evensong is, at its 
core, a service of the Word of God: the readings, canticles responses, and some of 
the prayers are taken from Holy Scripture. This is enhanced by choral settings of 
some parts of the service, adding to the mystery and bringing alive these ancient 
texts. 
 
Choral Evensong is a profoundly beautiful service, although if this is your first 
experience of it you may find some of it puzzling.  To help with this, on the left 
hand pages of this booklet is a brief guide and commentary, explaining the service. 
Please take the booklet away with you and read the guide at your leisure; don’t let 
it distract your worship. 
Some of the wording and terminology has changed its meaning over the centuries; 
notably the word ‘miserable’, which to a sixteenth century audience meant 
‘seeking mercy’, rather than being grumpy or feeling low.  
 
Evensong is a mixture between actively participating in the worship by singing, 
responding, and praying the words, and also by allowing the choir, readers, and 
clergy to pray, and sing, and speak on your behalf, allowing you to reflect on the 
text or any issues you may be facing. 
 
 
The Confession 
 
The confession at the beginning of the service serves to call to mind our actions and 
to think of them, and the implications they have for us, for our neighbours and 
society.  In making our confession we are trusting in the mercy, forgiveness, and 
hope of God who is merciful and faithful. The Absolution, although pronounced 
by a priest, comes from God 
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ORGAN VOLUNTARY 
Andante in D (1823) Mendelssohn 

 
 

HYMN 

O worship the King, all glorious above, 
O gratefully sing his power and his love; 

our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days, 
pavilioned in splendour, and girded with praise. 

O tell of his might, O sing of his grace, 
whose robe is the light, whose canopy space. 

His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form, 
and dark is his path on the wings of the storm. 

The earth with its store of wonders untold, 
Almighty, thy power hath founded of old; 

hath stablished it fast by a changeless decree, 
and round it hath cast, like a mantle, the sea. 

Thy bountiful care, what tongue can recite? 
It breathes in the air, it shines in the light; 

it streams from the hills, it descends to the plain, 
and sweetly distils in the dew and the rain. 

Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail, 
in thee do we trust, nor find thee to fail; 

Thy mercies how tender, how firm to the end, 
Our maker, defender, redeemer, and friend. 

O measureless might! Ineffable love! 
While angels delight to hymn thee above, 

the humbler creation, though feeble their lays, 
with true adoration shall sing to thy praise. 

 
Words: R. Grant 
Music: W. Croft 
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THE CONFESSION 
 
Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God. 
 
Almighty and most merciful Father; we have erred, and strayed 
from thy ways like lost sheep. We have followed too much the 
devices and desires of our own hearts. We have offended 
against thy holy laws. We have left undone those things which 
we ought to have done; and have done those things which we 
ought not to have done; and there is no health in us. But thou, 
O Lord, have mercy upon us, miserable offenders. Spare thou 
them O God, which confess their faults. Restore thou them that 
are penitent; according to thy promises declared unto mankind 
in Christ Jesu our Lord. And grant O most merciful Father, for 
his sake, that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and 
sober life, to the glory of thy holy name. Amen. 
 
 

THE ABSOLUTION 
 

May the Almighty and merciful Lord grant unto you pardon and remission 
of all your sins, time for amendment of life, and the grace and comfort of 
the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
 

THE PRECES 
William Smith 

Chaplain: O Lord, open thou our lips. 
Choir: And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 
Chaplain: O God make speed to save us. 
Choir: O Lord make haste to help us. 
Chaplain: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy  
  Ghost. 
Choir: As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be 
  world without end. Amen. Praise ye the Lord. 
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The Preces  
 
Immediately after having been forgiven our sins, we praise God through the preces. 
The Preces ,the Latin plural of prex, meaning prayer, are short versicles and 
responses; these are taken from the psalms. All stand for the Gloria [Glory be to 
the Father &c] as a mark of respect for the Holy Trinity. 
 
The Psalm, Lessons, and Canticles 
 
From this point the service changes from confession and praise to focussing on the 
word of God. One or several psalms are sung by the choir; there are two readings, 
one from the Hebrew Bible and one from the New Testament. These are 
interspersed with the canticles, the Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis. Both are 
taken from Luke’s Gospel, and are Mary and Simeon’s response to the revelation of 
God and his love for them and the world. At Choral Evensong the choir sings the 
psalm and canticles on behalf of the congregation. You may like to use this as an 
opportunity to enjoy being enveloped in music, to pray the words they sing, or 
simply to listen. 

 
William Petre in his Statutes for Exeter College appointed Psalm 121 as the 
College Psalm, to be said daily. This tradition continues each morning as Psalm 
121 is said at the beginning of morning prayer. 
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PSALM 90 

 
 Lord, thou hast been our refuge from one generation to another. Before 
the mountains were brought forth, or ever the earth and the world were 
made thou art God from everlasting, and world without end. Thou 
turnest man to destruction again thou sayest, Come again, ye children of 
men. For a thousand years in thy sight are but as yesterday seeing that is 
past as a watch in the night. As soon as thou scatterest them they are even 
as a sleep and fade away suddenly like the grass. In the morning it is 
green, and groweth up but in the evening it is cut down, dried up, and 
withered. For we consume away in thy displeasure and are afraid at thy 
wrathful indignation. Thou hast set our misdeeds before thee and our 
secret sins in the light of thy countenance. For when thou art angry all 
our days are gone we bring our years to an end, as it were a tale that is 
told. The days of our age are threescore years and ten; and though men 
be so strong that they come to fourscore years yet is their strength then 
but labour and sorrow; so soon passeth it away, and we are gone. But 
who regardeth the power of thy wrath for even thereafter as a man 
feareth, so is thy displeasure. So teach us to number our days that we 
may apply our hearts unto wisdom. Turn thee again, O Lord, at the 
last and be gracious unto thy servants. O satisfy us with thy mercy, and 
that soon so shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life. Comfort 
us again now after the time that thou hast plagued us and for the years 
wherein we have suffered adversity. Shew thy servants thy work and 
their children thy glory. And the glorious Majesty of the Lord our God 
be upon us prosper thou the work of our hands upon us, O prosper thou 
our handy-work. 

 
Music: Thomas King Ekundayo Phillips 
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THE FIRST LESSON 
Psalm 15 

New English Bible translation, 1962 

O Lord, who may lodge in thy tabernacle? Who may dwell on thy holy 
mountain? The one of blameless life, who does what is right, and speaks 
the truth from the heart; whose tongue has no malice, who never wrongs 
a friend, and tells no tales against her neighbour; the one who shows 
scorn for the worthless and honours all who fear the Lord; who sears to 
their own hurt and does not retract; who does not put money out to 
usury, and takes no bribe against an innocent person. All who do these 
things shall never be brought low. 

 
MAGNIFICAT 

Collegium Regale  
 H. Howells  

My soul doth magnify the Lord:  
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 
For he hath regarded the lowliness of his hand-maiden. 
For behold, from henceforth,  
all generations shall call me blessed. 
For he that is mighty hath magnified me and holy is his name. 
And his mercy is on them that fear him,  
throughout all generations. 
He hath shewed strength with his arm,  
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 
He hath put down the mighty from their seat:  
and hath exalted the humble and meek. 
He hath filled the hungry with good things: 
and the rich he hath sent empty away. 
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel: 
 as he promised to our forefathers, 
 Abraham and his seed forever. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son  
and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,  
world without end. Amen. 
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THE SECOND LESSON 
Matthew 25. 14 – 30 

For the kingdom of heaven is as a man travelling into a far country, who 
called his own servants, and delivered unto them his goods. And unto one 
he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one; to every man 
according to his several ability; and straightway took his journey. 
Then he that had received the five talents went and traded with the same, 
and made them other five talents. And likewise he that had received two, 
he also gained other two. But he that had received one went and digged in 
the earth, and hid his lord’s money. After a long time the lord of those 
servants cometh, and reckoneth with them. And so he that had received 
five talents came and brought other five talents, saying, Lord, thou 
deliveredst unto me five talents: behold, I have gained beside them five 
talents more. His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful 
servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler 
over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord. He also that had 
received two talents came and said, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me two 
talents: behold, I have gained two other talents beside them. His lord said 
unto him, Well done, good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful 
over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into 
the joy of thy lord. Then he which had received the one talent came and 
said, Lord, I knew thee that thou art an hard man, reaping where thou hast 
not sown, and gathering where thou hast not strawed: And I was afraid, 
and went and hid thy talent in the earth: lo, there thou hast that is thine. 
His lord answered and said unto him, Thou wicked and slothful servant, 
thou knewest that I reap where I sowed not, and gather where I have not 
strawed: Thou oughtest therefore to have put my money to the 
exchangers, and then at my coming I should have received mine own with 
usury. Take therefore the talent from him, and give it unto him which hath 
ten talents. For unto every one that hath shall be given, and he shall have 
abundance: but from him that hath not shall be taken away even that which 
he hath. And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness: there 
shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
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The Apostles’ Creed 
 
After the Nunc Dimittis we turn to face the Altar to recite the Apostles’ Creed. If 
you have no faith, please do not feel obligated to say the words. Traditionally all 
turn to face the altar, liturgical east, to remind us that Christianity is a faith 
illumined by the light of the resurrection dawn. 
 
 
The Lesser Litany and Responses 
 
Like the preces, the lesser litany and responses are short petitions to God; some are 
taken from scripture, others from ancient texts of the church. The Lord’s Prayer, 
common to all Christians, reminds us that we are not just praying in Exeter 
Chapel but form a worldwide fellowship. 
The responses are ‘soundbite prayers’: they reflect some of the general needs of society 
as well as our relationship with God. Situated after the bible readings they illustrate 
how prayer and praise are our responses to God’s love 

 
 

The Collects 
 
This section of prayer concludes with the collects. These are longer prayers than 
the responses, and many were translated or composed by Thomas Cranmer when 
the first prayer book was complied in 1549. At Evensong the first collect is 
associated with the specific date or festival, the last two collects do not change. 
 
 
The Anthem 
 
The Prayer Book introduces the anthem; ‘in quires and places where they sing, 
here followeth the anthem’, and as such the anthem of today finds its roots 
Anglican worship. The words are often taken from scripture, as in tonight’s 
anthem, but poetry, prose, and a combination of all three are common.  
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NUNC DIMITTIS 
Collegium Regale  

 Howells  
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace:   
according to thy word.  
For mine eyes have seen: thy salvation,  
Which thou hast prepared: before the face of all people:  
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles:   
and to be the glory of thy people Israel.  
Glory be to the Father and to the Son  
and to the Holy Ghost.  
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,  
world without end. Amen. 

 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God the Father Almighty,  
Maker of heaven and earth: 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,  
Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  
Born of the Virgin Mary,  
Suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
Was crucified, dead, and buried,  
He descended into hell;  
The third day he rose again from the dead,  
He ascended into heaven,  
And sitteth on the right hand  
of God the Father Almighty;  
From thence he shall come  
to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost;  
The holy Catholick Church;  
The Communion of Saints;  
The Forgiveness of sins;  
The Resurrection of the body;  
And the life everlasting. Amen. 
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THE LESSER LITANY AND RESPONSES 
 

Smith 
Chaplain: The Lord be with you: 
Choir: And with thy spirit. 
Chaplain: Let us pray. 
Choir: Lord, have mercy upon us. 
  Christ, have mercy upon us. 
  Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
All:  Our Father, which art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy name; 
  thy kingdom come; thy will be done; 
  in earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive them that trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
  Amen. 
 
Chaplain: O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us; 
Choir: And grant us thy salvation. 
Chaplain: O Lord, save the Queen; 
Choir: And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
Chaplain: Endue thy ministers with righteousness; 
Choir: And make thy chosen people joyful. 
Chaplain: O Lord, save thy people; 
Choir: And bless thine inheritance. 
Chaplain: Give peace in our time, O Lord; 
Choir: Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only  
  thou O God. 
Chaplain: O God, make clean our hearts within us; 
Choir: And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

O Lord, we beseech thee, absolve thy people from their offences; that 
through thy bountiful goodness we may all be delivered from the bands 
of those sins, which by our fragility we have committed: grant this, O 
heavenly Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, our blessed Lord and Saviour. 
Choir: Amen. 
 

THE SECOND COLLECT, AT EVENING PRAYER 
 

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works 
do proceed: give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; 
that both our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that 
by thee we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time 
in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour.  
Choir: Amen. 

 
 

THE THIRD COLLECT, FOR AID AGAINST ALL PERILS 
 

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy 
defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only 
Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
Choir:  Amen. 
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The Sermon, Prayers, and Dismissal 
 
After the anthem the service departs from the structure of Evensong: there is a 
hymn and sermon, during which the preacher will attempt to explore the readings 
or issues of the day and relate them to everyday life. More informal prayers follow, 
when we pray specifically for the College, the World, those in need and ourselves.  
Through prayer we ask for grace to continue the work of sharing God’s love in our 
own day, in our relationships, and in all our endeavours. A final hymn and 
blessing conclude the service. The dismissal sentences after the blessed are taken 
from Psalm 121, and are unique to Exeter College Chapel. 
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HYMN 

God moves in a mysterious way 
his wonders to perform; 

he plants his footsteps in the sea 
and rides upon the storm. 

Deep in unfathomable mines 
of never failing skill 

he treasures up his bright designs 
and works his sov’reign will. 

Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take; 
the clouds ye so much dread 

are big with mercy and shall break 
in blessings on your head. 

Judge not the Lord by feeble sense, 
but trust him for his grace; 

behind a frowning providence 
he hides a smiling face. 

His purposes will ripen fast, 
unfolding every hour; 

the bud may have a bitter taste, 
but sweet will be the flower. 

Blind unbelief is sure to err 
and scan his work in vain; 

God is his own interpreter, 
and he will make it plain. 

Words: W. Cowper 
Music: London New, Scottish Psalter 1635 
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THE SERMON 
Carris Jones 

 
 
 

THE ANTHEM 
 

Te lucis ante terminum 
Rerum Creator poscimus 
Ut pro tua clementia 
Sis praesul et custodia. 

Procul recedant somnia 
Et noctium phantasmata 
Hostemque nostrum comprime 
Ne polluantur corpora. 

Praesta, Pater piissime 
Patrique compar unice 
Cum spiritu Paraclito 
Regnans per omne saeculum. 
Amen. 

Thee, Lord, before the close of day, 
Maker of all things, Thee we pray 
For Thy dear loving kindness' sake 
To guard and guide us in Thy way. 
 
Banish the dreams that terrify, 
And night's fantastic company: 
Keep us from Satan's tyranny: 
Defend us from unchastity. 
 
Protect us, Father, God ador'd, 
Thou too, co-equal Son and Lord, 
Thou, Holy Ghost, our Advocate, 
Whose reign can know nor bound nor 
date. Amen 

 
Words: Compline hymn, C5th or 6th 

Music: Henry Balfour Gardiner 
 

 
 

THE PRAYERS 
The prayers conclude with: 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and 
the fellowship of the Holy Ghost be with us all ever more. 
Amen. 
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HYMN 
 

Glorious things of thee are spoken, 
Sion, city of our God; 

he whose word cannot be broken 
  formed thee for his own abode; 
On the Rock of Ages founded, 

  what can shake thy sure repose? 
With salvation’s walls surrounded, 
  thou may’st smile at all thy foes. 

 
See the streams of living waters, 

  springing from eternal love, 
well supply thy sons and daughters, 

  and all fear of want remove; 
who can faint, when such a river 

  ever flows their thirst to assuage? 
Grace which, like the Lord, the giver, 

  never fails from age to age. 
 

Saviour, if of Sion’s city 
  I, through grace, a member am, 

let the world deride or pity— 
  I will glory in thy name. 

Fading is the worldling’s pleasure, 
  all his boasted pomp and show; 

solid joys and lasting treasure 
  none but Sion’s members know. 

 
Words: J. Newton 

Music: Austria, F.J. Haydn 
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THE BLESSING 
 

The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and 
minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. And the blessing of the God of Love: Father, Son, and Holy Ghost 
be amongst you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
 
The Lord preserve your going out and your coming in: 
From this time forth, for ever more. Amen. 
 
 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY 
Praeludium in G, BWV 568 J.S. Bach 

 
*** 

 
 
 
 
 


