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WELCOME TO EXETER COLLEGE CHAPEL 
  
This service of Choral Evensong is a product of the Reformation, whereby sections 
from the monastic offices of Vespers and Compline were combined to produce one of 
the gems of Anglican liturgy. Evensong is, at its core, a service of the Word of God: 
the readings, canticles responses, and some of the prayers are taken from Holy 
Scripture. This is enhanced by choral settings of some parts of the service, adding to 
the mystery and bringing alive these ancient texts. 
 
Daily prayer has been offered in the College Chapel since its foundation by Walter de 
Stapledon in 1314. The prayers of today join with those of our predecessors, as we 
continue to pray for the life of the College, our Livings, the University, and World. 
 
Choral Evensong is a profoundly beautiful service, although if this is your first 
experience of it you may find some of it puzzling.  To help with this, on the left 
hand pages of this booklet is a brief guide and commentary, explaining the service. 
 

ÀÀÀÀ 
 

The service starts with a sentence of scripture. On feast days a hymn may be sung. 
This is followed by the Preces. The Preces are short prayers of praise, glorifying God, 
who, as the Gloria [Glory be to the Father &c] states is Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 
The Psalm, Lessons, and Canticles 
 
After an initial act of praise the service chances to focus on the Word of God. One or 
several psalms are sung by the choir; there are two readings, one from the Hebrew 
Bible and one from the New Testament. These are interspersed with the canticles, the 
Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis. Both are taken from Luke’s Gospel, and are Mary 
and Simeon’s response to the revelation of God and his love for them and the world. 
At Choral Evensong the choir sings the psalm and canticles on behalf of the 
congregation. You may like to use this as an opportunity to enjoy being enveloped in 
music, to pray the words they sing, or simply to listen. 
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THE ORDER FOR CHORAL EVENSONG 
 
 

HYMN 
 

Awake, awake: fling off the night! 
for God has sent a glorious light; 

and we who live in Christ's new day 
must works of darkness put away. 

 
Let in the light; all sin expose 

to Christ, whose life no darkness knows. 
Before the cross expectant kneel, 

that Christ may judge, and judging, heal. 
 

Then rise, as children of the light. 
Be neither proud, nor hide from sight. 

Be careful how you live, and wise 
to sift the truth from cunning lies. 

Awake and sing, with praises strong, 
in psalm and hymn and Spirit-song. 

Let love our words and works renew 
with all that's good, and right, and true. 

Words: J. Peacey 
Music: Deus tuorum militum, Grenoble Antiphoner, 1753 

 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
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THE PRECES 
Reading 

Minister O Lord, open thou our lips. 
Choir  And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 
Minister O God, make speed to save us. 
Choir  O Lord, make haste to help us. 
Minister Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
Choir  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:  
  world without end. Amen. Praise ye the Lord. The Lord’s 
  name be praised. 
 
 

PSALM 120 
 

When I was in trouble I called upon the Lord and he heard me. 
Deliver my soul, O Lord, from lying lips and from a deceitful tongue. 
What reward shall be given or done unto thee, thou false tongue even 

mighty and sharp arrows, with hot burning coals. 
Woe is me, that I am constrained to dwell with Mesech and to have my 

habitation among the tents of Kedar. 
My soul hath long dwelt among them that are enemies unto peace. 

I labour for peace, but when I speak unto them thereof they make them 
ready to battle. 

 
 

PSALM 121 
 

I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills 
from whence cometh my help. 

My help cometh even from the Lord 
who hath made heaven and earth. 

He will not suffer thy foot to be moved 
and he that keepeth thee will not sleep. 

 Behold, he that keepeth Israel  
 shall neither slumber nor sleep. 
 The Lord himself is thy keeper 
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 the Lord is thy defence upon thy right hand; 
 So that the sun shall not burn thee by day  

 neither the moon by night. 
 The Lord shall preserve thee from all evil  
 yea, it is even he that shall keep thy soul. 

 The Lord shall preserve thy going out, and thy coming in  
 from this time forth for evermore.  

 
 

PSALM 122  
 

I was glad when they said unto me  
 We will go into the house of the Lord. 

 Our feet shall stand in thy gates  
 O Jerusalem. 

 Jerusalem is built as a city  
 that is at unity in itself. 

 For thither the tribes go up, even the tribes of the Lord  
 to testify unto Israel, to give thanks unto the Name of the Lord. 

 For there is the seat of judgement  
 even the seat of the house of David. 
 O pray for the peace of Jerusalem  
 they shall prosper that love thee. 

 Peace be within thy walls  
 and plenteousness within thy palaces. 

 For my brethren and companions’ sakes  
 I will wish thee prosperity. 

 Yea, because of the house of the Lord our God  
 I will seek to do thee good. 
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THE FIRST LESSON 
Judges 11. 29 – 40  

 
Then the Spirit of the Lord came upon Jephthah, and he passed over Gilead, 
and Manasseh, and passed over Mizpeh of Gilead, and from Mizpeh of Gilead 
he passed over unto the children of Ammon. And Jephthah vowed a vow 
unto the Lord, and said, If thou shalt without fail deliver the children of 
Ammon into mine hands, Then it shall be, that whatsoever cometh forth of 
the doors of my house to meet me, when I return in peace from the children 
of Ammon, shall surely be the Lord’s, and I will offer it up for a burnt 
offering. So Jephthah passed over unto the children of Ammon to fight against 
them; and the Lord delivered them into his hands. And he smote them from 
Aroer, even till thou come to Minnith, even twenty cities, and unto the plain 
of the vineyards, with a very great slaughter. Thus the children of Ammon 
were subdued before the children of Israel. 
And Jephthah came to Mizpeh unto his house, and, behold, his daughter came 
out to meet him with timbrels and with dances: and she was his only child; 
beside her he had neither son nor daughter. And it came to pass, when he 
saw her, that he rent his clothes, and said, Alas, my daughter! thou hast 
brought me very low, and thou art one of them that trouble me: for I have 
opened my mouth unto the Lord, and I cannot go back. And she said unto 
him, My father, if thou hast opened thy mouth unto the Lord, do to me 
according to that which hath proceeded out of thy mouth; forasmuch as the 
Lord hath taken vengeance for thee of thine enemies, even of the children of 
Ammon. And she said unto her father, Let this thing be done for me: let me 
alone two months, that I may go up and down upon the mountains, and 
bewail my virginity, I and my fellows. And he said, Go. And he sent her away 
for two months: and she went with her companions, and bewailed her 
virginity upon the mountains. And it came to pass at the end of two months, 
that she returned unto her father, who did with her according to his vow 
which he had vowed: and she knew no man. And it was a custom in Israel, 
That the daughters of Israel went yearly to lament the daughter of Jephthah 
the Gileadite four days in a year.  
 
  



 7 

MAGNIFICAT 
The Second Service, Byrd 

My soul doth magnify the Lord: 
and my spirit hath rejoiced in  God my Saviour. 
For he hath regarded: the lowliness of his handmaiden. 
For behold, from henceforth: all generations shall call me blessed. 
For he that is mighty hath magnified me: and holy is his Name.  
And his mercy is on them that fear him: throughout all generations. 
He hath shewed strength with his arm:he hath scattered the proud  
in the imagination of their hearts. 
He hath put down the mighty from their seat: 
and hath exalted the humble and meek. 
He hath filled the hungry with good things:  
and the rich he hath sent empty away. 
He remembering his mercy  hath holpen his servant Israel: 
as we promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed forever. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now, 
and ever shall be: world without end. Amen. 

Luke 1. 46 – 55 
 

 
THE SECOND LESSON 

Acts 9. 32 – 43 
And it came to pass, as Peter passed throughout all quarters, he came down 
also to the saints which dwelt at Lydda. And there he found a certain man 
named Aeneas, which had kept his bed eight years, and was sick of the 
palsy. And Peter said unto him, Aeneas, Jesus Christ maketh thee whole: 
arise, and make thy bed. And he arose immediately. And all that dwelt at 
Lydda and Saron saw him, and turned to the Lord. Now there was at Joppa 
a certain disciple named Tabitha, which by interpretation is called Dorcas: 
this woman was full of good works and almsdeeds which she did. And it 
came to pass in those days, that she was sick, and died: whom when they 
had washed, they laid her in an upper chamber. And forasmuch as Lydda 
was nigh to Joppa, and the disciples had heard that Peter was there, they 
sent unto him two men, desiring him that he would not delay to come to 
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them. Then Peter arose and went with them. When he was come, they 
brought him into the upper chamber: and all the widows stood by him 
weeping, and shewing the coats and garments which Dorcas made, while 
she was with them.But Peter put them all forth, and kneeled down, and 
prayed; and turning him to the body said, Tabitha, arise. And she opened 
her eyes: and when she saw Peter, she sat up. And he gave her his hand, and 
lifted her up, and when he had called the saints and widows, presented her 
alive. And it was known throughout all Joppa; and many believed in the 
Lord. And it came to pass, that he tarried many days in Joppa with one 
Simon a tanner.  

 
 

NUNC DIMITTIS 
 
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace: according to thy word. 
For mine eyes have seen: thy salvation; 
Which thou hast prepared: before the face of all people: 
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles:  
and to be the glory of thy people, Israel. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now, 
and ever shall be: world without end. Amen. 

Luke 2. 29 – 32  
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The Apostles’ Creed 
 
After the Nunc Dimittis we recite the Apostles’ Creed. If you have no faith, please 
do not feel obligated to say the words. Traditionally all turn to face the altar, 
liturgical east, to remind us that Christianity is a faith illumined by the light of the 
resurrection dawn. The Apostles’ Creed was developed by the early Church as a 
teaching tool for those preparing for baptism, and thus admission to the church. 
Today the Creed serves as a summary of Christian belief. 
 
The Lesser Litany and Responses 
 
Like the preces, the lesser litany and responses are short petitions to God; some are 
taken from scripture, others from ancient texts of the church. The Lord’s Prayer, 
common to all Christians, reminds us that we are not just praying in Exeter Chapel 
but form a worldwide fellowship. 
 
The responses are ‘soundbite prayers’: they reflect some of the general needs of society 
as well as our relationship with God. Situated after the bible readings they illustrate 
how prayer and praise are our responses to God’s love. 
 
The Collects 
 
This section of prayer concludes with the collects. These are longer prayers than the 
responses, and many were translated or composed by Thomas Cranmer when the first 
prayer book was complied in 1549. At Evensong the first collect is associated with 
the specific date or festival, the last two collects do not change. 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth; 
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, 
Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
Born of the Virgin Mary, 
Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
Was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended into hell; 
The third day he rose again from the dead; 
He ascended into heaven, 
And sitteth on the right hand  
of God the Father Almighty; 
From thence he shall come to judge  
the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; 
The holy Catholick Church; 
The Communion of Saints; 
The Forgiveness of Sins 
The Resurrection of the body, 
And the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 

THE LESSER LITANY 
 
Minister The Lord be with you. 
Choir  And with thy spirit. 
Minister Let us pray. 
 
Minister Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Choir  Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Minister Lord, have mercy upon us. 
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All  Our Father, which art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name; 
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
  in earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive them that trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation; 
  but deliver us from evil. Amen. 
 
Minister O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us. 
Choir  And grant us thy salvation. 
Minister O Lord, save the Queen. 
Choir  And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
Minister Endue thy Ministers with righteousness. 
Choir  And make thy chosen people joyful. 
Minister O Lord, save thy people. 
Choir  And bless thine inheritance. 
Minister Give peace in our time, O Lord. 
Choir  Because there is none other that fighteth for us 
  but only thou, O God. 
Minister O God, make clean our hearts within us. 
Choir  And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 
 
 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

O God, who alone canst order the unruly wills and affections of sinful men; 
grant unto thy people, that they may love the thing which thou commandest, 
and desire that which thou dost promise; that so, among the sundry and 
manifold changes of the world, out hearts may surely there be fixed, where 
true joys are to be found; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Choir:  Amen. 
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THE SECOND COLLECT, AT EVENING PRAYER 

 
O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do 
proceed; Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that 
both our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that  by thee 
we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest 
and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. 
Choir: Amen. 
 
 

THE THIRD COLLECT, FOR AID AGAINST ALL PERILS 
 

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy, 
defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only 
Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Choir: Amen. 
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The Anthem 
 
The Prayer Book introduces the anthem; ‘in quires and places where they sing, here 
followeth the anthem’, and as such the anthem of today finds its roots Anglican 
worship. The words are often taken from scripture, but poetry, prose, and a 
combination of all three are common. 
 
 
The Prayers and Dismissal 
 
More informal prayers follow, when we pray specifically for the College, the World, 
those in need and ourselves.  Through prayer we ask for grace to continue the work of 
sharing God’s love in our own day, in our relationships, and in all our endeavours. A 
hymn and dismissal conclude the service. The dismissal sentences are taken from 
Psalm 121, and are unique to Exeter College Chapel. 
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THE ANTHEM 
 

This joyful Eastertide,  
away with sin and sorrow. 
My Love, the Crucified,  

hath sprung to life this morrow. 
 

Had Christ, that once was slain,  
ne'er burst his three-day prison, 

Our faith had been in vain:  
but now hath Christ arisen. 

 
My flesh in hope shall rest,  
and for a season slumber: 

Till trump from east to west  
shall wake the dead in number. 

 
 

Death's flood hath lost his chill,  
since Jesus crossed the river: 

Lover of souls, from ill  
my passing soul deliver. 

 
Words: G. Woodward 

Music: Dutch melody, arr. C. Wood 
 

 
THE PRAYERS 

 
Ending with: 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, 
be with us all ever more. Amen. 
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HYMN 

Christ the Lord is risen again; 
Christ has broken every chain! 
Hark, the angels shout for joy, 

singing evermore on high: Alleluya! 

He who gave for us his life, 
who for us endured the strife, 

Is our Paschal Lamb today! 
We, too, sing for joy and say: Alleluya! 

He who bore all pain and loss 
comfortless upon the cross, 
lives in glory now on high, 

leads for us and hears our cry: Alleluya! 

Now he bids us tell abroad 
how the lost may be restored, 

how the penitent forgiv'n, 
how we, too, may enter heav'n. Alleluya! 

 
Words: M. Weiße trans. C. Winkworth 

 Music: attr. J. Rosenmüller  
 
 

THE DISMISSAL 
 

The Lord preserve your going out and your coming in. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
From this time forth, for ever more. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY 
 

Erschienen ist der herrlich Tag Smyth 


