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WELCOME TO THIS SERVICE BROADCAST FROM  
 EXETER COLLEGE CHAPEL 

 
 

 
This service is based around the order for Choral Evensong, a product of the 
Reformation, whereby sections from the monastic offices of Vespers and Compline 
were combined to produce one of the gems of Anglican liturgy. Evensong is, at its 
core, a service of the Word of God: the readings, canticles responses, and some of 
the prayers are taken from Holy Scripture. This is enhanced by choral settings of 
some parts of the service, adding to the mystery and bringing alive these ancient 
texts. 
 
Choral Evensong is a profoundly beautiful service, although if this is your first 
experience of it you may find some of it puzzling.  To help with this, on the left 
hand pages of this booklet is a brief guide and commentary, explaining the service. 
Please take the booklet away with you and read the guide at your leisure; don’t let 
it distract your worship. 
 
Some of the wording and terminology has changed its meaning over the centuries; 
notably the word ‘miserable’, which to a sixteenth century audience meant 
‘seeking mercy’, rather than being grumpy or feeling low.  
 
Evensong is a mixture between actively participating in the worship by singing, 
responding, and praying the words, and also by allowing the choir, readers, and 
clergy to pray, and sing, and speak on your behalf, allowing you to reflect on the 
text or any issues you may be facing. 
 
The music in this service is taken from a combination of the choir's archive 
recordings and CDs, as well as works which have been recorded in isolation during 
this past week. The introit is from the CD 'Charles Villiers Stanford: Mass in G', 
directed by George de Voil, and the Nunc dimittis and anthem are from the CD 
'One thing have I desired', directed by Alistair Reid. 
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INTROIT 
My soul, there is a country 

Far beyond the stars, 
Where stands a wingèd sentry 

All skilful in the wars: 
 

There, above noise and danger, 
Sweet Peace sits crown'd with smiles, 

And One born in a manger 
Commands the beauteous files. 

 
He is thy gracious Friend, 

And—O my soul, awake!— 
Did in pure love descend 
To die here for thy sake. 

 
If thou canst get but thither, 

There grows the flower of Peace, 
The Rose that cannot wither, 

Thy fortress, and thy ease. 
 

Leave then thy foolish ranges; 
For none can thee secure 

But One who never changes— 
Thy God, thy life, thy cure. 

 
Words: H. Vaughan 

Music. C.H.H. Parry 
 
 

The Service is introduced  
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The Confession 
 
The confession at the beginning of the service serves to call to mind our actions and 
to think of them, and the implications they have for us, for our neighbours and 
society.  In making our confession we are trusting in the mercy, forgiveness, and 
hope of God who is merciful and faithful. The Absolution, although pronounced 
by a priest, comes from God 
 
 
The Preces  
 
Immediately after having been forgiven our sins, we praise God through the preces. 
The Preces, the Latin plural of prex, meaning prayer, are short versicles and 
responses; these are taken from the psalms. 
 
 
The Psalm, Lessons, and Canticles 
 
From this point the service changes from confession and praise to focussing on the 
word of God. One or several psalms are sung by the choir; there are two readings, 
one from the Hebrew Bible and one from the New Testament. These are 
interspersed with the canticles, the Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis. Both are 
taken from Luke’s Gospel, and are Mary and Simeon’s response to the revelation of 
God and his love for them and the world. At Choral Evensong the choir sings the 
psalm and canticles on behalf of the congregation. You may like to use this as an 
opportunity to enjoy being enveloped in music, to pray the words they sing, or 
simply to listen. 

 
William Petre in his Statutes for Exeter College appointed Psalm 121 as the 
College Psalm, to be said daily. This tradition continues each morning as Psalm 
121 is said at the beginning of morning prayer. 
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HYMN 

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; 
Bow down before him, his glory proclaim; 

With gold of obedience, and incense of lowliness, 
Kneel and adore him: the Lord is his name. 

Low at his feet lay thy burden of carefulness: 
High on his heart he will bear it for thee, 

Comfort thy sorrows, and answer thy prayerfulness, 
Guiding thy steps as may best for thee be. 

Fear not to enter his courts in the slenderness 
Of the poor wealth thou wouldst reckon as thine: 

Truth in its beauty, and love in its tenderness, 
These are the offerings to lay on his shrine. 

These, though we bring them in trembling and fearfulness, 
He will accept for the name that is dear; 

Mornings of joy give for evenings of tearfulness, 
Trust for our trembling and hope for our fear. 

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; 
Bow down before him, his glory proclaim; 

With gold of obedience, and incense of lowliness, 
Kneel and adore him: the Lord is his name. 

 
Words: J. Monsell  

Music: Was lebet, from Rheinhardt, MS 1754 
 
 

THE CONFESSION 
 
Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God. 
 
Almighty and most merciful Father; we have erred, and strayed 
from thy ways like lost sheep. We have followed too much the 
devices and desires of our own hearts. We have offended 
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against thy holy laws. We have left undone those things which 
we ought to have done; and have done those things which we 
ought not to have done; and there is no health in us. But thou, 
O Lord, have mercy upon us, miserable offenders. Spare thou 
them O God, which confess their faults. Restore thou them that 
are penitent; according to thy promises declared unto mankind 
in Christ Jesu our Lord. And grant O most merciful Father, for  
his sake, that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and 
sober life, to the glory of thy holy name. Amen. 
 
 

THE ABSOLUTION 
 

May the Almighty and merciful Lord grant unto you pardon and remission 
of all your sins, time for amendment of life, and the grace and comfort of 
the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
 

THE PRECES 
Sumsion  

Chaplain: O Lord, open thou our lips. 
Choir: And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 
Chaplain: O God make speed to save us. 
Choir: O Lord make haste to help us. 
Chaplain: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy  
  Ghost. 
Choir: As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be 
  world without end. Amen. 
Chaplain: Praise ye the Lord. 
Choir: The Lord’s name be praised. 
 
 

PSALM 19 

The spacious firmament on high, 
with all the blue ethereal sky, 

and spangled heavens, a shining frame, 
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their great Original proclaim. 
The unwearied sun from day to day 
does his Creator's power display, 

and publishes to every land 
the work of an almighty hand. 

Soon as the evening shades prevail 
the moon takes up the wondrous tale, 

and nightly to the listening earth 
repeats the story of her birth; 

whilst all the stars that round her burn, 
and all the planets in their turn, 
confirm the tidings, as they roll, 

and spread the truth from pole to pole. 

What though in solemn silence all 
move round the dark terrestrial ball; 
what though nor real voice nor sound 

amid their radiant orbs be found; 
in reason's ear they all rejoice, 

and utter forth a glorious voice, 
for ever singing as they shine, 

'The hand that made us is divine. 

Metrical setting of Psalm 19, J. Addison 
Music: Addison’s (London), J. Sheeles 

 

 
THE FIRST LESSON 

Job 28 

Surely there is a vein for the silver, and a place for gold where they fine it. 
Iron is taken out of the earth, and brass is molten out of the stone. He 
setteth an end to darkness, and searcheth out all perfection: the stones of 
darkness, and the shadow of death. The flood breaketh out from the 
inhabitant; even the waters forgotten of the foot: they are dried up, they 
are gone away from men. As for the earth, out of it cometh bread: and 
under it is turned up as it were fire. The stones of it are the place of 
sapphires: and it hath dust of gold. There is a path which no fowl knoweth, 
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and which the vulture’s eye hath not seen: The lion’s whelps have not 
trodden it, nor the fierce lion passed by it. He putteth forth his hand upon 
the rock; he overturneth the mountains by the roots. He cutteth out rivers 
among the rocks; and his eye seeth every precious thing. He bindeth the 
floods from overflowing; and the thing that is hid bringeth he forth to light. 
But where shall wisdom be found? and where is the place of understanding? 
Man knoweth not the price thereof; neither is it found in the land of the 
living. The depth saith, It is not in me: and the sea saith, It is not with me. 
It cannot be gotten for gold, neither shall silver be weighed for the price 
thereof. It cannot be valued with the gold of Ophir, with the precious 
onyx, or the sapphire. The gold and the crystal cannot equal it: and the 
exchange of it shall not be for jewels of fine gold. No mention shall be 
made of coral, or of pearls: for the price of wisdom is above rubies. The 
topaz of Ethiopia shall not equal it, neither shall it be valued with pure 
gold. Whence then cometh wisdom? and where is the place of 
understanding? Seeing it is hid from the eyes of all living, and kept close 
from the fowls of the air. Destruction and death say, We have heard the 
fame thereof with our ears. God understandeth the way thereof, and he 
knoweth the place thereof. For he looketh to the ends of the earth, and 
seeth under the whole heaven; To make the weight for the winds; and he 
weigheth the waters by measure. When he made a decree for the rain, and 
a way for the lightning of the thunder: Then did he see it, and declare it; 
he prepared it, yea, and searched it out. And unto man he said, Behold, 
the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom; and to depart from evil is 
understanding.  

 
MAGNIFICAT 

 Evening Service in G Sumsion 
Recorded in isolation   

My soul doth magnify the Lord:  
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 
For he hath regarded the lowliness of his hand-maiden. 
For behold, from henceforth,  
all generations shall call me blessed. 
For he that is mighty hath magnified me and holy is his name. 
And his mercy is on them that fear him,  
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throughout all generations. 
He hath shewed strength with his arm,  
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 
He hath put down the mighty from their seat:  
and hath exalted the humble and meek. 
He hath filled the hungry with good things: 
and the rich he hath sent empty away. 
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel: 
as he promised to our forefathers, 
Abraham and his seed forever. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,  
world without end. Amen. 

 
 

THE SECOND LESSON 
Matthew 5. 13 – 16  

 

Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith 
shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and 
to be trodden under foot of men. Ye are the light of the world. A city that 
is set on an hill cannot be hid. Neither do men light a candle, and put it 
under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in 
the house. Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good 
works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. 

 
 

NUNC DIMITTIS 
G. Holst 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace:   
according to thy word.  
For mine eyes have seen: thy salvation,  
Which thou hast prepared: before the face of all people:  
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles:   
and to be the glory of thy people Israel.  
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.  
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,   
world without end. Amen.  
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The Apostles’ Creed 
 
After the Nunc Dimittis we turn to face the Altar to recite the Apostles’ Creed. If 
you have no faith, please do not feel obligated to say the words. Traditionally all 
turn to face the altar, liturgical east, to remind us that Christianity is a faith 
illumined by the light of the resurrection dawn. 
 
 
The Lesser Litany and Responses 
 
Like the preces, the lesser litany and responses are short petitions to God; some are 
taken from scripture, others from ancient texts of the church. The Lord’s Prayer, 
common to all Christians, reminds us that we are not just praying in Exeter 
Chapel but form a worldwide fellowship. 
 
The responses are ‘soundbite prayers’: they reflect some of the general needs of society 
as well as our relationship with God. Situated after the bible readings they illustrate 
how prayer and praise are our responses to God’s love 

 
 

The Collects 
 
This section of prayer concludes with the collects. These are longer prayers than 
the responses, and many were translated or composed by Thomas Cranmer when 
the first prayer book was complied in 1549. At Evensong the first collect is 
associated with the specific date or festival, the last two collects do not change. 
 
 
The Anthem 
 
The Prayer Book introduces the anthem; ‘in quires and places where they sing, 
here followeth the anthem’, and as such the anthem of today finds its roots 
Anglican worship. The words are often taken from scripture, as in tonight’s 
anthem, but poetry, prose, and a combination of all three are common.  
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God the Father Almighty,  
Maker of heaven and earth: 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,  
Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  
Born of the Virgin Mary,  
Suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
Was crucified, dead, and buried,  
He descended into hell;  
The third day he rose again from the dead,  
He ascended into heaven,  
And sitteth on the right hand  
of God the Father Almighty;  
From thence he shall come  
to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost;  
The holy Catholick Church;  
The Communion of Saints;  
The Forgiveness of sins;  
The Resurrection of the body;  
And the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 
THE LESSER LITANY AND RESPONSES 

 
Chaplain: The Lord be with you: 
Choir: And with thy spirit. 
Chaplain: Let us pray. 
Choir: Lord, have mercy upon us. 
  Christ, have mercy upon us. 
  Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
All:  Our Father, which art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy name; 
  thy kingdom come; thy will be done; 
  in earth as it is in heaven. 
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  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive them that trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
  Amen. 

 

Chaplain: O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us; 
Choir: And grant us thy salvation. 
Chaplain: O Lord, save the Queen; 
Choir: And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
Chaplain: Endue thy ministers with righteousness; 
Choir: And make thy chosen people joyful. 
Chaplain: O Lord, save thy people; 
Choir: And bless thine inheritance. 
Chaplain: Give peace in our time, O Lord; 
Choir: Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only  
  thou O God. 
Chaplain: O God, make clean our hearts within us; 
Choir: And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 
 

 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

 

O Lord God, who seest that we put not our trust in anything that we do; 
mercifully grant that by thy power we may be defended against all 
adversity; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Choir: Amen. 
 
 

THE SECOND COLLECT, AT EVENING PRAYER 
 

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works 
do proceed: give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; 
that both our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that 
by thee we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time 
in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour.  
Choir: Amen. 
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THE THIRD COLLECT, FOR AID AGAINST ALL PERILS 
 

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy 
defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only 
Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
Choir:  Amen. 

 

HYMN 
 

God moves in a mysterious way 
His wonders to perform. 

He plants his footsteps in the sea 
And rides upon the storm. 

 

Deep in unfathomable mines 
Of never-failing skill 

He treasures up his bright designs, 
And works his sovereign will. 

Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take; 
The clouds ye so much dread 

Are big with mercy and shall break 
In blessings on your head. 

Judge not the Lord by feeble sense, 
But trust him for his grace; 

Behind a frowning providence 
He hides a smiling face. 

His purposes will ripen fast, 
Unfolding ev'ry hour. 

The bud may have a bitter taste, 
But sweet will be the flow'r. 

Blind unbelief is sure to err 
And scan his work in vain. 
God is his own interpreter, 
And he will make it plain. 

 

Words: W. Cowper 
Music: London New, Scottish Psalter 
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The Sermon, Prayers, and Dismissal 
 
After the anthem the service departs from the structure of Evensong: there is a 
hymn and sermon, during which the preacher will attempt to explore the readings 
or issues of the day and relate them to everyday life. More informal prayers follow, 
when we pray specifically for the College, the World, those in need and ourselves.  
Through prayer we ask for grace to continue the work of sharing God’s love in our 
own day, in our relationships, and in all our endeavours. A final hymn and 
blessing conclude the service. The dismissal sentences after the blessed are taken 
from Psalm 121, and are unique to Exeter College Chapel. 
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THE SERMON 
 

Inspiration  
 

Dr Chris Fletcher is the Keeper of the Special Collections  
at the Bodleian Library, and Professorial Fellow at Exeter. 

 
 

THE ANTHEM 
 

In mystery veiled from world-bound eyes, 
Concealed in shadow, glorious from adored: 

Thy presence causes love, love in faith to sing –  
Entranced, beclouded, unseen truth enshrined. 

 
Frail senses cannot pierce beyond the veil, 

Nor touch nor sight exists, nor sound can tell 
The mystery of truth foretold by truth, 

For truth forever once bespoke. 
 

Here, breadth of God in truth enshrined 
Breathes memory of our Lord’s fell-death. 

Grant life and spirit e’er to live the love 
That here proclaims the sacrifice divine. 

 
Words: Aquinas, trans. J. Hill 

Music: J. Hill 
 

 
THE PRAYERS 

The prayers conclude with: 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and 
the fellowship of the Holy Ghost be with us all ever more. 
Amen. 
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HYMN 

King of glory, King of peace, 
I will love thee; 

And that love may never cease, 
I will move thee. 

Thou hast granted my request, 
Thou hast heard me; 

Thou didst note my working breast, 
Thou hast spared me. 

Wherefore with my utmost art 
I will sing thee, 

And the cream of all my heart 
I will bring thee. 

Though my sins against me cried, 
Thou didst clear me; 

And alone, when they replied, 
Thou didst hear me. 

Sev'n whole days, not one in sev'n, 
I will praise thee; 

In my heart, though not in heav'n, 
I can raise thee. 

Small it is, in this poor sort 
To enroll thee: 

E'en eternity's too short 
To extol thee. 

Words: G. Herbert 
Music: Gwalchmai, J. Jones 

Recorded in isolation 
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THE BLESSING 
 

The peace of God, that passeth all understanding keep your hearts and 
minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. And the blessing of the God of love: Father, Son, and Holy Ghost 
be upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen. 
 
The Lord preserve your going out and your coming in: 
From this time forth, for ever more. Amen. 
 
 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY 
Praeludium in C, BuxWV 137, Buxtehude  

 
*** 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


