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WELCOME TO THIS SERVICE BROADCAST FROM  
EXETER COLLEGE CHAPEL 

  
This service of Choral Evensong is a product of the Reformation, whereby sections from the 
monastic offices of Vespers and Compline were combined to produce one of the gems of 
Anglican liturgy. Evensong is, at its core, a service of the Word of God: the readings, 
canticles responses, and some of the prayers are taken from Holy Scripture. This is enhanced 
by choral settings of some parts of the service, adding to the mystery and bringing alive these 
ancient texts. 
 
Daily prayer has been offered in the College Chapel since its foundation by Walter de 
Stapledon in 1314. The prayers of today join with those of our predecessors, as we continue 
to pray for the life of the College, our Livings, the University, and World. 
 
Choral Evensong is a profoundly beautiful service, although if this is your first experience of 
it you may find some of it puzzling.  To help with this, on the left hand pages of this 
booklet is a brief guide and commentary, explaining the service. 
 

ÀÀÀÀ 
 

The service starts with a sentence of scripture. On feast days a hymn may be sung. This is 
followed by the Preces. The Preces are short prayers of praise, glorifying God, who, as the 
Gloria [Glory be to the Father &c] states is Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 
The Psalm, Lessons, and Canticles 
 
After an initial act of praise the service chances to focus on the Word of God. One or several 
psalms are sung by the choir; there are two readings, one from the Hebrew Bible and one 
from the New Testament. These are interspersed with the canticles, the Magnificat and 
Nunc Dimittis. Both are taken from Luke’s Gospel, and are Mary and Simeon’s response to 
the revelation of God and his love for them and the world. At Choral Evensong the choir 
sings the psalm and canticles on behalf of the congregation. You may like to use this as an 
opportunity to enjoy being enveloped in music, to pray the words they sing, or simply to 
listen. 
 
 
 



THE ORDER FOR CHORAL EVENSONG 
 

I cannot dance, Lord, unless you lead me. 
If you want me to leap with abandon, 

You must intone the song. 
Then I shall leap into love, 
From love into knowledge, 

From the knowledge into enjoyment, 
And from enjoyment beyond all human sensations. 

There I want to remain, yet want also to circle higher still. 
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HYMN 

 
I danced in the morning when the world was begun, 
and I danced in the moon, and the stars and the sun, 

and I came down from heaven and I danced on the earth, 
and at Bethlehem I had my birth. 

 
Dance, then, wherever you may be, 
I am the Lord of the Dance, said he, 

And I'll lead you all, wherever you may be, 
And I'll lead you all in the Dance, said he. 

 
I danced for the scribe and the pharisee, 

but they would not dance and they would not follow me. 
I danced for the fishermen, for James and John  
They came with me and the Dance went on. 

 
I danced on the Sabbath and I cured the lame; 

the holy people said it was a shame. 
They whipped and they stripped and they hung me on high, 

and they left me there on a cross to die. 
 

I danced on a Friday when the sky turned black  
it's hard to dance with the devil on your back. 

They buried my body and they thought I'd gone, 
but I am the Dance, and I still go on. 



They cut me down and I leapt up high; 
I am the life that'll never, never die; 
I'll live in you if you'll live in me - 

I am the Lord of the Dance, said he. 
 

Words: S. Carter 
Music: Lord of the Dance, Shaker tune 

 
The Service is introduced 
 

THE PRECES 
Smith 

Chaplain: O Lord, open thou our lips. 
Choir: And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 
Chaplain: O God make speed to save us. 
Choir: O Lord make haste to help us. 
  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy    
  Ghost. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be 
  world without end. Praise ye the Lord. 
 
 

PSALM 104 
Praise the Lord, O my soul O Lord my God, thou art become exceeding glorious; 
thou art clothed with majesty and honour. Thou deckest thyself with light as it 
were with a garment and spreadest out the heavens like a curtain. Who layeth the 
beams of his chambers in the waters and maketh the clouds his chariot, and 
walketh upon the wings of the wind. He maketh his angels spirits and his ministers 
a flaming fire.  He laid the foundations of the earth that it never should move at 
any time. Thou coveredst it with the deep like as with a garment the waters stand 
in the hills. At thy rebuke they flee at the voice of thy thunder they are 
afraid.  They go up as high as the hills, and down to the valleys beneath even unto 
the place which thou hast appointed for them. Thou hast set them their bounds 
which they shall not pass neither turn again to cover the earth. He sendeth the 
springs into the rivers which run among the hills. All beasts of the field drink 
thereof and the wild asses quench their thirst. Beside them shall the fowls of the 
air have their habitation and sing among the branches. He watereth the hills from 
above the earth is filled with the fruit of thy works. He bringeth forth grass for the 
cattle and green herb for the service of men; That he may bring food out of the 



earth, and wine that maketh glad the heart of man and oil to make him a cheerful 
countenance, and bread to strengthen man’s heart. The trees of the Lord also are 
full of sap even the cedars of Libanus which he hath planted; Wherein the birds 
make their nests and the fir-trees are a dwelling for the stork. The high hills are a 
refuge for the wild goats and so are the stony rocks for the conies. He appointed 
the moon for certain seasons and the sun knoweth his going down. Thou makest 
darkness that it may be night wherein all the beasts of the forest do move. The 
lions roaring after their prey do seek their meat from God. The sun ariseth, and 
they get them away together and lay them down in their dens. Man goeth forth to 
his work, and to his labour until the evening. O Lord, how manifold are thy 
works in wisdom hast thou made them all; the earth is full of thy riches. So is the 
great and wide sea also wherein are things creeping innumerable, both small and 
great beasts. There go the ships, and there is that Leviathan whom thou hast made 
to take his pastime therein. These wait all upon thee that thou mayest give them 
meat in due season.When thou givest it them they gather it and when thou 
openest thy hand they are filled with good. When thou hidest thy face they are 
troubled when thou takest away their breath they die, and are turned again to 
their dust  When thou lettest thy breath go forth they shall be made * 
 and thou shalt renew the face of the earth. The glorious Majesty of the Lord shall 
endure for ever the Lord shall rejoice in his works. The earth shall tremble at the 
look of him if he do but touch the hills, they shall smoke  I will sing unto the Lord 
as long as I live I will praise my God while I have my being. And so shall my 
words please him my joy shall be in the Lord. As for sinners, they shall be 
consumed out of the earth, and the ungodly shall come to an end praise thou the 
Lord, O my soul, praise the Lord. 
 

Music: Herbert Brewer 
Exeter College, 1883 

 
 

THE FIRST LESSON 
Job 28  

Surely there is a vein for the silver, and a place for gold where they fine it. Iron is 
taken out of the earth, and brass is molten out of the stone. He setteth an end to 
darkness, and searcheth out all perfection: the stones of darkness, and the shadow 
of death. The flood breaketh out from the inhabitant; even the waters forgotten of 
the foot: they are dried up, they are gone away from men. As for the earth, out of 
it cometh bread: and under it is turned up as it were fire. The stones of it are the 



place of sapphires: and it hath dust of gold. There is a path which no fowl knoweth, 
and which the vulture’s eye hath not seen: The lion’s whelps have not trodden it, 
nor the fierce lion passed by it. He putteth forth his hand upon the rock; he 
overturneth the mountains by the roots. He cutteth out rivers among the rocks; 
and his eye seeth every precious thing. He bindeth the floods from overflowing; 
and the thing that is hid bringeth he forth to light. But where shall wisdom be found? 
and where is the place of understanding? Man knoweth not the price thereof; 
neither is it found in the land of the living. The depth saith, It is not in me: and the 
sea saith, It is not with me. It cannot be gotten for gold, neither shall silver be 
weighed for the price thereof. It cannot be valued with the gold of Ophir, with the 
precious onyx, or the sapphire. The gold and the crystal cannot equal it: and the 
exchange of it shall not be for jewels of fine gold. No mention shall be made of 
coral, or of pearls: for the price of wisdom is above rubies. 
The topaz of Ethiopia shall not equal it, neither shall it be valued with pure gold. 
Whence then cometh wisdom? and where is the place of understanding? Seeing it 
is hid from the eyes of all living, and kept close from the fowls of the air. 
Destruction and death say, We have heard the fame thereof with our ears. God 
understandeth the way thereof, and he knoweth the place thereof. For he looketh 
to the ends of the earth, and seeth under the whole heaven; To make the weight for 
the winds; and he weigheth the waters by measure. When he made a decree for the 
rain, and a way for the lightning of the thunder: Then did he see it, and declare it; 
he prepared it, yea, and searched it out. And unto man he said, Behold, the fear of 
the Lord, that is wisdom; and to depart from evil is understanding.  

 
 

MAGNIFICAT 
Evening Service in Dorian, 

Thomas Tallis 
My soul doth magnify the Lord: 
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 
For he hath regarded: the lowliness of his handmaiden. 
For behold, from henceforth: all generations shall call me blessed. 
For he that is mighty hath magnified me: and holy is his Name.  
And his mercy is on them that fear him: throughout all generations. 
He hath shewed strength with his arm:he hath scattered the proud  
in the imagination of their hearts. 
He hath put down the mighty from their seat: 
and hath exalted the humble and meek. 



He hath filled the hungry with good things:  
and the rich he hath sent empty away. 
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel: 
as we promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed forever. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now, 
and ever shall be: world without end. Amen. 

Luke 1. 46 – 55 
 
 
 
 

THE SECOND LESSON 
Luke 19. 1 – 10 

 
And Jesus entered and passed through Jericho. And, behold, there was a man 
named Zacchaeus, which was the chief among the publicans, and he was rich. 
And he sought to see Jesus who he was; and could not for the press, because he was 
little of stature. And he ran before, and climbed up into a sycomore tree to see him: 
for he was to pass that way. And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up, and 
saw him, and said unto him, Zacchaeus, make haste, and come down; for to day I 
must abide at thy house. And he made haste, and came down, and received him 
joyfully. And when they saw it, they all murmured, saying, That he was gone to be 
guest with a man that is a sinner. And Zacchaeus stood, and said unto the Lord: 
Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have taken any thing 
from any man by false accusation, I restore him fourfold. And Jesus said unto him, 
This day is salvation come to this house, forsomuch as he also is a son of Abraham. 
For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



The Apostles’ Creed 
 
After the Nunc Dimittis we turn to face the Altar to recite the Apostles’ Creed. 
Traditionally all turn to face the altar, liturgical east, to remind us that Christianity is a 
faith illumined by the light of the resurrection dawn. The Apostles’ Creed was developed by 
the early Church as a teaching tool for those preparing for baptism, and thus admission to 
the church. Today the Creed serves as a summary of Christian belief. 
 
The Lesser Litany and Responses 
 
Like the preces, the lesser litany and responses are short petitions to God; some are taken 
from scripture, others from ancient texts of the church. The Lord’s Prayer, common to all 
Christians, reminds us that we are not just praying in Exeter Chapel but form a worldwide 
fellowship. The responses are ‘soundbite prayers’: they reflect some of the general needs of 
society as well as our relationship with God. Situated after the bible readings they illustrate 
how prayer and praise are our responses to God’s love. 
 
The Collects 
 
This section of prayer concludes with the collects. These are longer prayers than the 
responses, and many were translated or composed by Thomas Cranmer when the first prayer 
book was complied in 1549. At Evensong the first collect is associated with the specific date 
or festival, the last two collects do not change. 
 
The Anthem 
 
The Prayer Book introduces the anthem; ‘in quires and places where they sing, here 
followeth the anthem’, and as such the anthem of today finds its roots Anglican worship. 
The words are often taken from scripture, but poetry, prose, and a combination of all three 
are common.  
 
The Prayers and Dismissal 
 
More informal prayers follow, when we pray specifically for the College, the World, those in 
need and ourselves.  Through prayer we ask for grace to continue the work of sharing God’s 
love in our own day, in our relationships, and in all our endeavours. A hymn and dismissal 
conclude the service. The dismissal sentences are taken from Psalm 121, and are unique to 
Exeter College Chapel. 



 
NUNC DIMITTIS 

Evening Service in Dorian, 
Thomas Tallis 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace: according to thy word. 
For mine eyes have seen: thy salvation; 
Which thou hast prepared: before the face of all people: 
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles:  
and to be the glory of thy people, Israel. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now, 
and ever shall be: world without end. Amen. 

Luke 2. 29 – 32  
  
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth; 
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, 
Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
Born of the Virgin Mary, 
Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
Was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended into hell; 
The third day he rose again from the dead; 
He ascended into heaven, 
And sitteth on the right hand  
of God the Father Almighty; 
From thence he shall come to judge  
the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; 
The holy Catholick Church; 
The Communion of Saints; 
The Forgiveness of Sins 
The Resurrection of the body, 
And the life everlasting. Amen. 
 



 
THE LESSER LITANY 

 
Chaplain: The Lord be with you. 
Choir : And with thy spirit. 
Chaplain: Let us pray. 
 
Chaplain: Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Choir : Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Chaplain: Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
 
All:  Our Father, which art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name; 
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
  in earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive them that trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation; 
  but deliver us from evil. Amen. 
 
Chaplain: O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us. 
Choir : And grant us thy salvation. 
Chaplain: O Lord, save the Queen. 
Choir : And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
Chaplain: Endue thy Ministers with righteousness. 
Choir : And make thy chosen people joyful. 
Chaplain: O Lord, save thy people. 
Choir : And bless thine inheritance. 
Chaplain: Give peace in our time, O Lord. 
Choir : Because there is none other that fighteth for us 
  but only thou, O God. 
Chaplain: O God, make clean our hearts within us. 
Choir : And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 

  



THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

O Lord, we beseech thee, absolve thy people from their offences; that through thy 
bountiful goodness we may all be delivered from the bands of those sins, which by 
our fragility we have committed: grant this, O heavenly Father, for Jesus Christ’s 
sake, our blessed Lord and Saviour. 
Choir:  Amen. 
 

THE SECOND COLLECT, AT EVENING PRAYER 
 

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do 
proceed; Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that both 
our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that  by thee we being 
defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and quietness; 
through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. 
Choir: Amen. 
 

THE THIRD COLLECT, FOR AID AGAINST ALL PERILS 
 

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy, defend us 
from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour 
Jesus Christ. 
Choir: Amen. 

 
THE ANTHEM 

 
Laß dich nur nichts nicht dauren mit Trauren, 

sei stille, wie Gott es fügt, 
so sei vergnügt mein Wille! 

 
Was willst du heute sorgen auf morgen? 

Der Eine steht allem für, 
der gibt auch dir das Deine. 

 
Sei nur in allem Handel ohn’ Wandel, 

steh feste, was Gott beschleußt, 
das ist und heißt das Beste. 

Amen. 



 
Do not let yourself now dwell only in sadness, 

Be still, as God has ordained,  
and so shall my will be content.  

 
What do you want to worry about from day to day?  

There is One who stands above all  
who gives you, too, what is yours.  

 
Only be steadfast in all you do,  

stand firm; what God has decided,  
that is and must be the best.  

Amen. 
 

Words: Paul Fleming 
Music: Fanny Hensel 

 
 

THE PRAYERS 
 
Ending with: 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, 
be with us all ever more. Amen. 

 
 

HYMN 

The spacious firmament on high, 
with all the blue ethereal sky, 

and spangled heavens, a shining frame, 
their great Original proclaim. 

The unwearied sun from day to day 
does his Creator's power display, 

and publishes to every land 
the work of an almighty hand. 



Soon as the evening shades prevail 
the moon takes up the wondrous tale, 

and nightly to the listening earth 
repeats the story of her birth; 

whilst all the stars that round her burn, 
and all the planets in their turn, 
confirm the tidings, as they roll, 

and spread the truth from pole to pole. 

What though in solemn silence all 
move round the dark terrestrial ball; 
what though nor real voice nor sound 

amid their radiant orbs be found; 
in reason's ear they all rejoice, 

and utter forth a glorious voice, 
for ever singing as they shine, 

'The hand that made us is divine.' 

Words: J. Addison  
Music: Addison’s (London) J.Sheeles 

 
 

THE DISMISSAL 
 

The Lord preserve your going out and your coming in: 
From this time forth, for ever more. Amen. 
 
 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY 
 

Adagio in a, BWV 564/2 J.S. Bach 
 
 
 


