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WELCOME TO EXETER COLLEGE CHAPEL 

 
This service is based around the order for Choral Evensong, a product of the 
Reformation, whereby sections from the monastic offices of Vespers and Compline 
were combined to produce one of the gems of Anglican liturgy. Evensong is, at its 
core, a service of the Word of God: the readings, canticles responses, and some of 
the prayers are taken from Holy Scripture. This is enhanced by choral settings of 
some parts of the service, adding to the mystery and bringing alive these ancient 
texts. 
 
 
Choral Evensong is a profoundly beautiful service, although if this is your first 
experience of it you may find some of it puzzling.  To help with this, on the left 
hand pages of this booklet is a brief guide and commentary, explaining the service. 
Please take the booklet away with you and read the guide at your leisure; don’t let 
it distract your worship. 
Some of the wording and terminology has changed its meaning over the centuries; 
notably the word ‘miserable’, which to a sixteenth century audience meant 
‘seeking mercy’, rather than being grumpy or feeling low.  
 
Evensong is a mixture between actively participating in the worship by singing, 
responding, and praying the words, and also by allowing the choir, readers, and 
clergy to pray, and sing, and speak on your behalf, allowing you to reflect on the 
text or any issues you may be facing. 
 
 
The Confession 
 
The confession at the beginning of the service serves to call to mind our actions and 
to think of them, and the implications they have for us, for our neighbours and 
society.  In making our confession we are trusting in the mercy, forgiveness, and 
hope of God who is merciful and faithful. The Absolution, although pronounced 
by a priest, comes from God 
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THE INTROIT 
 

Sing to the Lord a newmade song; 
for he hath done wonders! 
The victory he hath gotten 

with his own right hand and his arm. 
Words: Psalm 98. 1 

Music: Felix Mendelssohn 
 

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness: 
Let the whole earth stand in awe. 
Through wisdom is an house builded: 

And by understanding is it established. 
 

HYMN 
 

Praise to the Lord, the almighty, the king of creation; 
O my soul praise him, for he is thy health and salvation: 

Come ye who hear, brothers and sisters draw near, 
Praise him with glad adoration. 

 
Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things so wondrously reigneth, 

Shelters thee under his wings, yea, so gently sustaineth: 
Hast thou not see all that is needful hath been, 

Granted in what he ordaineth? 
 

Praise to the Lord, who, when tempest their warfare are waging, 
Who, when the elements madly around thee are raging. 

Biddeth them cease, turneth their fury to peace, 
Whirlwinds and waters assuaging. 

 
Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore him! 

All that hath life and breath come now with praises before him! 
Let the ‘Amen’ sound from his people again: 

Gladly for ay we adore him 
Words: J.Neander trans. C. Winkworth 

Music: Lobe den Herrn 
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THE CONFESSION 

 
Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God. 
 
Almighty and most merciful Father; we have erred, and 
strayed from thy ways like lost sheep. We have followed too 
much the devices and desires of our own hearts. We have 
offended against thy holy laws. We have left undone those 
things which we ought to have done; and have done those 
things which we ought not to have done; and there is no 
health in us. But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, miserable 
offenders. Spare thou them O God, which confess their faults. 
Restore thou them that are penitent; according to thy 
promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesu our  Lord. And 
grant O most merciful Father, for  
his sake, that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and 
sober life, to the glory of thy holy name. Amen. 
 

THE ABSOLUTION 
 

May the Almighty and merciful Lord grant unto you pardon and 
remission of all your sins, time for amendment of life, and the grace and 
comfort of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
 

THE PRECES 
 R. Ayleward 

Chaplain: O Lord, open thou our lips. 
Choir: And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 
Chaplain: O God make speed to save us. 
Choir: O Lord make haste to help us. 
Chaplain: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy  
  Ghost. 
Choir: As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be 
  world without end. Amen. 
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The Preces  
 
Immediately after having been forgiven our sins, we praise God through the preces. 
The Preces ,the Latin plural of prex, meaning prayer, are short versicles and 
responses; these are taken from the psalms. All stand for the Gloria [Glory be to 
the Father &c] as a mark of respect for the Holy Trinity. 
 
The Psalm, Lessons, and Canticles 
 
From this point the service changes from confession and praise to focussing on the 
word of God. One or several psalms are sung by the choir; there are two readings, 
one from the Hebrew Bible and one from the New Testament. These are 
interspersed with the canticles, the Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis. Both are 
taken from Luke’s Gospel, and are Mary and Simeon’s response to the revelation of 
God and his love for them and the world. At Choral Evensong the choir sings the 
psalm and canticles on behalf of the congregation. You may like to use this as an 
opportunity to enjoy being enveloped in music, to pray the words they sing, or 
simply to listen. 

 
William Petre in his Statutes for Exeter College appointed Psalm 121 as the 
College Psalm, to be said daily. This tradition continues each morning as Psalm 
121 is said at the beginning of morning prayer. 
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Chaplain: Praise ye the Lord. 
Choir: The Lord’s name be praised. 
 

PSALM 121 
 

I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills from whence cometh my help. My 
help cometh even from the Lord who hath made heaven and earth. 
He will not suffer thy foot to be moved and he that keepeth thee will not 
sleep. Behold, he that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep. The 
Lord himself is thy keeper the Lord is thy defence upon thy right hand; 
So that the sun shall not burn thee by day  neither the moon by night. 
The Lord shall preserve thee from all evil yea, it is even he that shall keep 
thy soul. The Lord shall preserve thy going out, and thy coming in  from 
this time forth for evermore.  
 

THE FIRST LESSON 
Psalm 96 

 
O sing unto the Lord a new song: sing unto the Lord, all the earth. 
Sing unto the Lord, bless his name; shew forth his salvation from day to 
day. Declare his glory among the nations, his wonders among all people. 
For the Lord is great, and greatly to be praised: he is to be feared above 
all gods. For all the gods of the nations are idols: but the Lord made the 
heavens. Honour and majesty are before him: strength and beauty are in 
his sanctuary. Give unto the Lord, O ye kindreds of the people, give unto 
the Lord glory and strength. Give unto the Lord the glory due unto his 
name: bring an offering, and come into his courts. O worship the Lord in 
the beauty of holiness: fear before him, all the earth. Say among the 
peoples that the Lord reigneth: the world also shall be established that it 
shall not be moved: he shall judge the people righteously. Let the heavens 
rejoice, and let the earth be glad; let the sea roar, and the fulness thereof. 
Let the field be joyful, and all that is therein: then shall all the trees of the 
wood rejoice Before the Lord: for he cometh, for he cometh to judge the 
earth: he shall judge the world with righteousness, and the people with 
his truth. 
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MAGNIFICAT 
Evening Service in B flat 

 C. V. Stanford  
My soul doth magnify the Lord:  
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 
For he hath regarded the lowliness of his hand-maiden. 
For behold, from henceforth,  
all generations shall call me blessed. 
For he that is mighty hath magnified me and holy is his name. 
And his mercy is on them that fear him,  
throughout all generations. 
He hath shewed strength with his arm,  
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 
He hath put down the mighty from their seat:  
and hath exalted the humble and meek. 
He hath filled the hungry with good things: 
and the rich he hath sent empty away. 
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel: 
 as he promised to our forefathers, 
 Abraham and his seed forever. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son  
and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,  
world without end. Amen. 

 
THE SECOND LESSON 

Luke 10. 25 – 37  

And, behold, a certain lawyer stood up, and tempted him, saying, 
Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life? He said unto him, What is 
written in the law? how readest thou? And he answering said, Thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with 
all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyself. And 
he said unto him, Thou hast answered right: this do, and thou shalt live. 
But he, willing to justify himself, said unto Jesus, And who is my  
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The Apostles’ Creed 
 
After the Nunc Dimittis we turn to face the Altar to recite the Apostles’ Creed. If 
you have no faith, please do not feel obligated to say the words. Traditionally all 
turn to face the altar, liturgical east, to remind us that Christianity is a faith 
illumined by the light of the resurrection dawn. 
 
The Lesser Litany and Responses 
 
Like the preces, the lesser litany and responses are short petitions to God; some are 
taken from scripture, others from ancient texts of the church. The Lord’s Prayer, 
common to all Christians, reminds us that we are not just praying in Exeter 
Chapel but form a worldwide fellowship. 
The responses are ‘soundbite prayers’: they reflect some of the general needs of 
society as well as our relationship with God. Situated after the bible readings they 
illustrate how prayer and praise are our responses to God’s love 

 
The Collects 
 
This section of prayer concludes with the collects. These are longer prayers than 
the responses, and many were translated or composed by Thomas Cranmer when 
the first prayer book was complied in 1549. At Evensong the first collect is 
associated with the specific date or festival, the last two collects do not change. 
 
 
The Anthem 
 
The Prayer Book introduces the anthem; ‘in quires and places where they sing, 
here followeth the anthem’, and as such the anthem of today finds its roots 
Anglican worship. The words are often taken from scripture, as in tonight’s 
anthem, but poetry, prose, and a combination of all three are common.  
 

 
 
 



	 9	

neighbour? And Jesus answering said, A certain man went down from 
Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, which stripped him of his 
raiment, and wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead. And by 
chance there came down a certain priest that way: and when he saw him, 
he passed by on the other side. And likewise a Levite, when he was at the 
place, came and looked on him, and passed by on the other side. But a 
certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was: and when he 
saw him, he had compassion on him, And went to him, and bound up his 
wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his own beast, and 
brought him to an inn, and took care of him.And on the morrow when 
he departed, he took out two pence, and gave them to the host, and said 
unto him, Take care of him; and whatsoever thou spendest more, when I 
come again, I will repay thee. Which now of these three, thinkest thou, 
was neighbour unto him that fell among the thieves? And he said, He that 
shewed mercy on him. Then said Jesus unto him, Go, and do thou 
likewise. 

 
NUNC DIMITTIS 

 
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace:   
according to thy word.  
For mine eyes have seen: thy salvation,  
Which thou hast prepared: before the face of all people:  
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles:   
and to be the glory of thy people Israel.  
Glory be to the Father and to the Son  
and to the Holy Ghost.  
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,  
world without end. Amen. 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God the Father Almighty,  
Maker of heaven and earth: 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,  
Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  
Born of the Virgin Mary,  
Suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
Was crucified, dead, and buried,  
He descended into hell;  
The third day he rose again from the dead,  
He ascended into heaven,  
And sitteth on the right hand 	
of God the Father Almighty;  
From thence he shall come 	
to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost;  
The holy Catholick Church;  
The Communion of Saints;  
The Forgiveness of sins;  
The Resurrection of the body;  
And the life everlasting. Amen.	
	

 
THE LESSER LITANY AND RESPONSES 

 
Chaplain: The Lord be with you: 
Choir: And with thy spirit. 
Chaplain: Let us pray. 
Choir: Lord, have mercy upon us. 
  Christ, have mercy upon us. 
  Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
All:  Our Father, which art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy name; 
  thy kingdom come; thy will be done; 
  in earth as it is in heaven. 
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  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive them that trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
  Amen. 
 
Chaplain: O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us; 
Choir: And grant us thy salvation. 
Chaplain: O Lord, save the Queen; 
Choir: And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
Chaplain: Endue thy ministers with righteousness; 
Choir: And make thy chosen people joyful. 
Chaplain: O Lord, save thy people; 
Choir: And bless thine inheritance. 
Chaplain: Give peace in our time, O Lord; 
Choir: Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only  
  thou O God. 
Chaplain: O God, make clean our hearts within us; 
Choir: And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 
 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

O God forasmuch as without thee we are not able to please thee; 
mercifully grant, that thy Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our 
hearts: through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Choir: Amen. 
 

THE SECOND COLLECT, AT EVENING PRAYER 
 

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works 
do proceed: give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot 
give; that both our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and 
also that by thee we being defended from the fear of our enemies may 
pass our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our 
Saviour.  
Choir: Amen. 
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The Sermon, Prayers, and Dismissal 
 
After the anthem the service departs from the structure of Evensong: there is a 
hymn and sermon, during which the preacher will attempt to explore the readings 
or issues of the day and relate them to everyday life. More informal prayers follow, 
when we pray specifically for the College, the World, those in need and ourselves.  
Through prayer we ask for grace to continue the work of sharing God’s love in our 
own day, in our relationships, and in all our endeavours. A final hymn and 
blessing conclude the service. The dismissal sentences after the blessed are taken 
from Psalm 121, and are unique to Exeter College Chapel. 
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THE THIRD COLLECT, FOR AID AGAINST ALL PERILS 
 

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy 
defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only 
Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
Choir:  Amen. 

 
HYMN 

 
Dear Lord and Father of mankind, 

forgive our foolish ways! 
Re-clothe us in our rightful mind, 

in purer lives thy service find, 
in deeper reverence, praise. 

 
O Sabbath rest by Galilee!  

O calm of hills above, 
where Jesus knelt to share with thee 

the silence of eternity, 
interpreted by love! 

 
Drop thy still dews of quietness, 

till all our strivings cease; 
take from our souls the strain and stress, 

and let our ordered lives confess 
the beauty of thy peace. 

 
Breathe through the heats of our desire 

thy coolness and thy balm; 
let sense be dumb, let flesh retire; 

speak through the earthquake, wind, and fire, 
O still, small voice of calm. 

 
Words: J. Whittier  

Music: Repton, C.H.H.Parry, Exeter College 1867 
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THE SERMON 
The Reverend Andrew Allen, 

Chaplain & Bishop Radford Fellow 
 

THE ANTHEM 
 

I was glad when they said unto me: 
We will go into the house of the Lord. 

Our feet shall stand in thy gates: O Jerusalem. 
Jerusalem is built as a city: that is at unity in itself. 

O pray for the peace of Jerusalem: they shall prosper that love thee. 
Peace be within thy walls: and plenteousness within thy palaces. 

 
Words: Psalm 122. 1–3, 6–7 

Music: Charles Hubert Hastings Parry, Exeter College, 1867 
 

 
THE PRAYERS 

The prayers conclude with: 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and 
the fellowship of the Holy Ghost be with us all ever more. 
Amen. 
 

HYMN 
 

Guide me, O thou great Redeemer  
Pilgrim through this barren land. 
I am weak, but thou art mighty; 

Hold me with thy powerful hand. 
Bread of Heaven,  

Feed me till I want no more. 
 

Open now the crystal fountain, 
Whence the healing stream doth flow; 

Let the fire and cloudy pillar 
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Lead me all my journey through. 
Strong Deliverer,  

Be thou still my Strength and Shield. 
 

When I tread the verge of Jordan, 
Bid my anxious fears subside; 

Death of deaths, and hell’s destruction, 
Land me safe on Canaan’s side. 

Songs of praises,  
I will ever give to thee. 

 
Words: W. Williams, trs P. Williams 

Music: ‘Cwm Rhondda’ J. Hughes 
 

THE BLESSING 
 

The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and 
minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. And the blessing of the God of Love: Father, Son, and Holy Ghost 
be amongst you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
 
The Lord preserve your going out and your coming in: 
From this time forth, for ever more. Amen. 
 
 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY 
Grand Chœur alla Händel Guilmant 

 
*** 

 
 
The Organ is played by the Junior Organ Scholar, Miles Swinden. 
The Choir is conducted by the Parry Wood Organ Scholar, Christopher Holman. 
	
	


