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WELCOME TO EXETER COLLEGE CHAPEL 
 

HYMN 259 
All sit 

 
Creator God, source of all life, 

how gloriously your name resounds, 
echoing to the bounds of the universe. 

 
The morning stars sing for joy, 

and the youngest child cries your name. 
The weak in the world shall shame the strong, 

and silence the proud and rebellious. 
When I look at creation, even the work of your fingers, 

the moon and the starts, majestic in their courses, 
the eagle riding the air, the dolphin ploughing the sea, 

the gazelle leaping the wind, the sheep grazing the fells, 
who are human beings that you keep us in mind? 

Children, women, men, non-binary, that you care so much for us? 
 

Yet still you bring us to life, 
creating us after your image, 

stewards of the planet you give as our home. 
How awesome a task you entrust to our hands. 

How fragile and beautiful is the good earth. 
 

Creator God, source of all life, 
how gloriously your name resounds, 

echoing to the bounds of the universe. 
 

Jim Cotter, inspired by Psalm 8 
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THE CONFESSION 

All sit or kneel 
 
Creator God, we confess to you our lack of care for the world. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Creator God, we confess to you our selfishness in not sharing the 
earth’s bounty fairly. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 
Creator God, we confess to you our failure to protect the earth’s 
resources for others. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
The Choir sings: 

Kyrie eleison,  
Christe eleison, 
 Kyrie eleison 

 
Words: from the Liturgy 

Music: W. Byrd 
 
 
 
May the almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon and forgiveness of all 
your sins, time for amendment of life, and the grace and comfort of the 
Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Our Father, which art in heaven. Hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done in earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,  and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive them that trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Blessed is God: 
for he has heard the voice of our prayer: 
therefore our hearts shall dance for joy: 
and in our song shall we praise our God. 
 
 

 
Joel 2 

Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm in my holy mountain: let 
all the inhabitants of the land tremble: for the day of the Lord cometh, for 
it is nigh at hand; A day of darkness and of gloominess, a day of clouds and 
of thick darkness, as the morning spread upon the mountains: a great 
people and a strong; there hath not been ever the like, neither shall be any 
more after it, even to the years of many generations. A fire devoureth 
before them; and behind them a flame burneth: the land is as the garden of 
Eden before them, and behind them a desolate wilderness; yea, and nothing 
shall escape them. Fear not, O land; be glad and rejoice: for the Lord will 
do great things. Be not afraid, ye beasts of the field: for the pastures of the 
wilderness do spring, for the tree beareth her fruit, the fig tree and the vine 
do yield their strength. Be glad then, ye children of Zion, and rejoice in the 
Lord your God: for he hath given you the former rain moderately, and he 
will cause to come down for you the rain, the former rain, and the latter 
rain in the first month. And the floors shall be full of wheat, and the vats 
shall overflow with wine and oil. And I will restore to you the years that 
the locust hath eaten, the cankerworm, and the caterpiller, and the 
palmerworm, my great army which I sent among you. And ye shall eat in 
plenty, and be satisfied, and praise the name of the Lord your God,that hath 
dealt wondrously with you: and my people shall never be ashamed. 
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HYMN 
 

For the fruits of all creation,  
thanks be to God;  
for the gifts of every nation,  
thanks be to God;  
for the ploughing, sowing, reaping,  
silent growth while we are sleeping,  
future needs in earth's safe-keeping,  
thanks be to God.   
 
In the just reward of labour,  
God's will is done;  
in the help we give our neighbour,  
God's will is done;  
in our world-wide task of caring  
for the hungry and despairing,  
in the harvests we are sharing, 
God's will is done.   
 
For the harvests of the Spirit,  
thanks be to God;  
for the good we all inherit,  
thanks be to God;  
for the wonders that astound us,  
for the truths that still confound us,  
most of all that love has found us,  
thanks be to God. 
words: F. Green 
music: Welsh trad. 
 
 

 Revelation 22 1 – 5  
And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding 
out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. In the midst of the street of it, 
and on either side of the river, was there the tree of life, which bare twelve 
manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves of the 
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tree were for the healing of the nations. And there shall be no more curse: 
but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall 
serve him: And they shall see his face; and his name shall be in their 
foreheads. And there shall be no night there; and they need no candle, 
neither light of the sun; for the Lord God giveth them light: and they shall 
reign for ever and ever. 
 
 
The Choir sings 

 
A este sol peregrino cántale glorias zagalejo, 

Y con gusto y donaire, con gozo y contento, zagalejo cántale. 
Que del orbe dora las cumbres, zagalejo. 

Y pues vivea sus rayos, goce sus luces. 
 

Divino Pedro tus glorias hoy acobardan mi voz, 
que no dejar registrarse, supone la luz mayor. 

 
Hoy pues en tu patrocinio, espera la adoración, 
que te merezco esta casa ser empleo de su amor. 

 
To this wandering sun sing glories, zagalejo [young shepherd] 

With taste and grace, with joy and contentment, sing to it, zagalejo. 
That golden orb lights up the heavens, zagalejo. 

And then live in its rays, take joy in its light. 
 

Divine Peter, your glories today quiet my voice, 
that is overwhelmed because of the great light. 

 
Today under your protection, the adoration awaits, 

that I deserve to receive you in this home and be an instrument for your love. 
 

Words: unknown, C17?, New Spain 
Music: Tomás de Torrejón y Velasco 
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Mark 4. 1 – 20  
 

And Jesus began again to teach by the sea side. And he saith, Hearken; 
Behold, there went out a sower to sow: And it came to pass, as he sowed, 
some fell by the way side, and the fowls of the air came and devoured it up. 
And some fell on stony ground, where it had not much earth; and 
immediately it sprang up, because it had no depth of earth: But when the 
sun was up, it was scorched; and because it had no root, it withered away. 
And some fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up, and choked it, and it 
yielded no fruit. And other fell on good ground, and did yield fruit that 
sprang up and increased; and brought forth, some thirty, and some sixty, 
and some an hundred. And he said unto them, He that hath ears to hear, let 
him hear. And he said unto them, Know ye not this parable? and how then 
will ye know all parables? The sower soweth the word. And these are they 
by the way side, where the word is sown; but when they have heard, Satan 
cometh immediately, and taketh away the word that was sown in their 
hearts. And these are they likewise which are sown on stony ground; who, 
when they have heard the word, immediately receive it with gladness; And 
have no root in themselves, and so endure but for a time: afterward, when 
affliction or persecution ariseth for the word’s sake, immediately they are 
offended. And these are they which are sown among thorns; such as hear 
the word, And the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and 
the lusts of other things entering in, choke the word, and it becometh 
unfruitful. And these are they which are sown on good ground; such as hear 
the word, and receive it, and bring forth fruit, some thirtyfold, some sixty, 
and some an hundred. 

 
 
 HYMN 262 

 
 

Sermon 
The Chaplain 
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The Wild Geese  
 
Horseback on Sunday morning,  
harvest over, we taste persimmon 
and wild grape,  sharp sweet  
of summer’s end. In time’s maze  
over fall fields,  we name names  
that went west from here, names  
that rest on graves.  We open  
a persimmon seed  to find the tree  
that stands in promise,  
pale, in the seed’s marrow.  
Geese appear high over us,  
pass, and the sky closes. Abandon,  
as in love or sleep, holds  
them to their way,  clear  
in the ancient faith: what we need  
is here.  And we pray, not  
for new earth or heaven,  
but to be quiet in heart, and in eye,  
clear.  What we need is here.  

Wendell Berry 
 
 

The choir sings: 
 

Thou visitest the Earth, and blessest it. 
Thou crownest the year with thy goodness. 
 

Words: Psalm 65. 9, 12 
Music: Maurice Greene 

 



	 9	

ACT OF THANKSGIVING 
All stand 
 
Let us give thanks to God 
For the colour and forms of your creation 
and our place within it,  
we bring our thanks, good Lord:  
your mercy endures for ever.  
 
 
For our daily food, 
and for those whose work and skill bring your good gifts to us, 
we bring our thanks, good Lord:  
your mercy endures for ever.  
 
For the gifts and graces inspired in human minds and hearts; 
for insight and imagination,   
for the skills of research, which bring healing and fulfilment  
to the lives of many;  
we bring our thanks, good Lord:  
your mercy endures for ever.  
 
For the light and shades of the changing seasons,  
and their variety and dependability;  
for new life and growth out of barrenness and decay; 
we bring our thanks, good Lord:  
your mercy endures for ever.  
 
For new hope and strength in our communities, 
 especially in your Church and among all you call to serve you,  
we bring our thanks, good Lord;  
your mercy endures for ever.  
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For all in whose lives we see goodness, kindness, gentleness,  
patience and humility,  
and all the fruit of the Spirit,  
we bring our thanks, good Lord:  
your mercy endures for ever.  
 
For the life we have been given,  
and for all those whom you have given us to share it,  
we bring our thanks, good Lord: 
your mercy endures for ever.  
 

 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies,  we thine unworthy 
servants  do give thee most humble and hearty thanks  for all 
thy goodness and loving-kindness  to us and to all people.  We 
bless thee for our creation, preservation,  and all the blessings 
of this life;  but above all for thine inestimable love  in the 
redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;  for the 
means of grace, and for the hope of glory. And, we beseech thee, 
 give us that due sense of all thy mercies,  that our hearts may 
be unfeignedly thankful;  and that we show forth thy praise, 
 not only with our lips, but in our lives,  by giving up our selves 
to thy service,  and by walking before thee  in holiness and 
righteousness all our days;  through Jesus Christ our Lord,  to 
whom, with thee and the Holy Spirit,  be all honour and glory, 
world without end. Amen. 

 
 
HYMN 413  
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THE BLESSING 
 

 May God our creator, who clothes the lilies and feeds the birds of the air, 
bestow on you his care and increase the harvest of your righteousness. And 
may the blessing of the God of love, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, rest, 
remain, and abide with you this day and forever more.  
 
 
 
The Lord preserve your going out and your coming in: 
From this time forth, forever more. Amen. 

 
 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY 
Fanfare Leighton 

 
Please remain standing until the Choir and Clergy have left the Chapel. 

Please join us for a drink after the service. 
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Services this Week 
 
Monday  7.00am OICCU Prayers 
Tuesday  8.30am Mattins online 
   1.10pm Organ Recital Laurence John, Exeter Cathedral 
   6.15pm Choral Eucharist 
Wednesday  8.30am Mattins online 
Thursday  8.30am Mattins online 
   9pm Choral Compline by Candlelight 
Friday  8.30am Mattins 
   No evensong:  
   Graduation Ceremony in the Chapel 
 
Bible translation 
The Bible translations come from the King James Bible.  
 
Chapel Collection: ExVac 
This term we will be supporting ExVac.  ExVac is a student run charity that 
organises two holidays a year for children from the Oxfordshire area, put 
forward by social services. The children who come on holiday with us are 
usually Young Carers, have suffered abuse at home, or have otherwise very 
difficult family backgrounds. If you would like more information, please see 
https://exvac.web.ox.ac.uk/ 

 


