
EXETER COLLEGE CHAPEL 
 

 

 
CHORAL EVENSONG 

10 November 2020 
 



WELCOME TO THIS SERVICE BROADCAST FROM  
EXETER COLLEGE CHAPEL 

  
This service of Choral Evensong is a product of the Reformation, whereby sections from the 
monastic offices of Vespers and Compline were combined to produce one of the gems of 
Anglican liturgy. Evensong is, at its core, a service of the Word of God: the readings, 
canticles responses, and some of the prayers are taken from Holy Scripture. This is enhanced 
by choral settings of some parts of the service, adding to the mystery and bringing alive these 
ancient texts. 
 
Daily prayer has been offered in the College Chapel since its foundation by Walter de 
Stapledon in 1314. The prayers of today join with those of our predecessors, as we continue 
to pray for the life of the College, our Livings, the University, and World. 
 
 
Choral Evensong is a profoundly beautiful service, although if this is your first experience of 
it you may find some of it puzzling.  To help with this, on the left hand pages of this 
booklet is a brief guide and commentary, explaining the service. 
 

ÀÀÀÀ 
 

The service starts with a sentence of scripture. On feast days a hymn may be sung. This is 
followed by the Preces. The Preces are short prayers of praise, glorifying God, who, as the 
Gloria [Glory be to the Father &c] states is Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 
The Psalm, Lessons, and Canticles 
 
After an initial act of praise the service chances to focus on the Word of God. One or several 
psalms are sung by the choir; there are two readings, one from the Hebrew Bible and one 
from the New Testament. These are interspersed with the canticles, the Magnificat and 
Nunc Dimittis. Both are taken from Luke’s Gospel, and are Mary and Simeon’s response to 
the revelation of God and his love for them and the world. At Choral Evensong the choir 
sings the psalm and canticles on behalf of the congregation. You may like to use this as an 
opportunity to enjoy being enveloped in music, to pray the words they sing, or simply to 
listen. 
 
 



THE ORDER FOR CHORAL EVENSONG 
 

HYMN 
For all the saints who from their labours rest, 
who thee by faith before the world confessed; 

thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest. 
Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 
Thou wast their rock, their fortress, and their might; 

thou, Lord, their Captain in the well-fought fight; 
thou, in the darkness drear, their one true Light. 

 
O blest communion, fellowship divine! 
We feebly struggle, they in glory shine; 
yet all are one in thee, for all are thine. 

 
And when the strife is fierce, the warfare long, 

steals on the ear the distant triumph song, 
and hearts are brave again, and arms are strong. 

 
The golden evening brightens in the west; 

soon, soon to faithful warriors comes their rest; 
sweet is the calm of Paradise the blest. 

 
But lo! There breaks a yet more glorious day: 

the saints triumphant rise in bright array; 
the King of glory passes on his way. 

 
From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s farthest coast, 

through gates of pearl streams in the countless host, 
singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost: 

 
Words: W. Walsham How 

Music: Sine nomine, R. Vaughan Williams 
 

The Service is introduced 
 



THE PRECES 
Smith 

Minister O Lord, open thou our lips. 
Choir  And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 
Minister O God, make speed to save us. 
Choir  O Lord, make haste to help us. 
Minister Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
Choir  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:  
  world without end. Amen. Praise ye the Lord.  
 
 

PSALM 55 
Hear my prayer, O God and hide not thyself from my petition. Take heed unto 
me, and hear me how I mourn in my prayer, and am vexed. The enemy crieth so, 
and the ungodly cometh on so fast for they are minded to do me some mischief; 
so maliciously are they set against me. My heart is disquieted within me and the 
fear of death is fallen upon me. Fearfulness and trembling are come upon me and 
an horrible dread hath overwhelmed me. And I said, O that I had wings like a 
dove for then would I flee away, and be at rest.  Lo, then would I get me away far 
off and remain in the wilderness.  I would make haste to escape because of the 
stormy wind and tempest. Destroy their tongues, O Lord, and divide them for I 
have spied unrighteousness and strife in the city. Day and night they go about 
within the walls thereof mischief also and sorrow are in the midst of it. 
Wickedness is therein deceit and guile go not out of their streets. For it is not an 
open enemy, that hath done me this dishonour for then I could have borne 
it. Neither was it mine adversary, that did magnify himself against me for then 
peradventure I would have hid myself from him. But it was even thou, my 
companion my guide, and mine own familiar friend. We took sweet counsel 
together and walked in the house of God as friends. Let death come hastily upon 
them, and let them go down quick into hell for wickedness is in their dwellings, 
and among them. As for me, I will call upon God and the Lord shall save me. In 
the evening, and morning, and at noon-day will I pray, and that instantly and he 
shall hear my voice. It is he that hath delivered my soul in peace from the battle 
that was against me for there were many with me. Yea, even God, that endureth 
for ever, shall hear me, and bring them down for they will not turn, nor fear 
God. He laid his hands upon such as be at peace with him and he brake his 
covenant. The words of his mouth were softer than butter, having war in his 



heart his words were smoother than oil, and yet be they very swords. O cast thy 
burden upon the Lord, and he shall nourish thee and shall not suffer the righteous 
to fall for ever. And as for them thou, O God, shalt bring them into the pit of 
destruction. The blood-thirsty and deceitful men shall not live out half their 
days nevertheless, my trust shall be in thee, O Lord. 
 
 
 

THE FIRST LESSON 
Lamentations 3. 1 – 26  

I AM the man that hath seen affliction by the rod of his wrath. He hath led me, and 
brought me into darkness, but not into light. Surely against me is he turned; he turneth 
his hand against me all the day. My flesh and my skin hath he made old; he hath broken 
my bones. He hath builded against me, and compassed me with gall and travail. He hath 
set me in dark places, as they that be dead of old. He hath hedged me about, that I cannot 
get out: he hath made my chain heavy. Also when I cry and shout, he shutteth out my 
prayer. He hath inclosed my ways with hewn stone, he hath made my paths crooked. He 
was unto me as a bear lying in wait, and as a lion in secret places. He hath turned aside 
my ways, and pulled me in pieces: he hath made me desolate. He hath bent his bow, and 
set me as a mark for the arrow. He hath caused the arrows of his quiver to enter into my 
veins. I was a derision to all my people; and their song all the day. He hath filled me with 
bitterness, he hath made me drunken with wormwood. He hath also broken my teeth 
with gravel stones, he hath covered me with ashes. And thou hast removed my soul far 
off from peace: I forgat prosperity. And I said, My strength and my hope is perished from 
the Lord: Remembering mine affliction and my misery, the wormwood and the gall. My 
soul hath them still in remembrance, and is humbled in me. This I recall to my mind, 
therefore have I hope. It is of the Lord’s mercies that we are not consumed, because his 
compassions fail not. They are new every morning: great is thy faithfulness. 
The Lord is my portion, saith my soul; therefore will I hope in him. The Lord is good 
unto them that wait for him, to the soul that seeketh him. It is good that a man should 
both hope and quietly wait for the salvation of the Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MAGNIFICAT 
 

Evening Service in D, Gounod 
My soul doth magnify the Lord: 
and my spirit hath rejoiced in  God my Saviour. 
For he hath regarded: the lowliness of his handmaiden. 
For behold, from henceforth: all generations shall call me blessed. 
For he that is mighty hath magnified me: and holy is his Name.  
And his mercy is on them that fear him: throughout all generations. 
He hath shewed strength with his arm:he hath scattered the proud  
in the imagination of their hearts. 
He hath put down the mighty from their seat: 
and hath exalted the humble and meek. 
He hath filled the hungry with good things:  
and the rich he hath sent empty away. 
He remembering his mercy  hath holpen his servant Israel: 
as we promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed forever. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now, 
and ever shall be: world without end. Amen. 

Luke 1. 46 – 55 
 
 

THE SECOND LESSON 
Romans 8. 18 – end  

I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the 
glory about to be revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager longing for the 
revealing of the children of God; for the creation was subjected to futility, not of 
its own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation 
itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the 
glory of the children of God. We know that the whole creation has been groaning 
in labour pains until now; and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have 
the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the 
redemption of our bodies. For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not 
hope. For who hopes for what is seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, we 
wait for it with patience.  



Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as 
we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, 
who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit 
intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.  

What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He 
who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with 
him also give us everything else? Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It 
is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who 
was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. Who 
will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, 
or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, ‘For your sake we are 
being killed all day long;  we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.’  No, in all 
these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am 
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, 
nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



The Apostles’ Creed 
 
After the Nunc Dimittis we turn to face the Altar to recite the Apostles’ Creed. If you have 
no faith, please do not feel obligated to say the words. Traditionally all turn to face the 
altar, liturgical east, to remind us that Christianity is a faith illumined by the light of the 
resurrection dawn. The Apostles’ Creed was developed by the early Church as a teaching tool 
for those preparing for baptism, and thus admission to the church. Today the Creed serves as 
a summary of Christian belief. 
 
The Lesser Litany and Responses 
 
Like the preces, the lesser litany and responses are short petitions to God; some are taken 
from scripture, others from ancient texts of the church. The Lord’s Prayer, common to all 
Christians, reminds us that we are not just praying in Exeter Chapel but form a worldwide 
fellowship. 
The responses are ‘soundbite prayers’: they reflect some of the general needs of society as well 
as our relationship with God. Situated after the bible readings they illustrate how prayer 
and praise are our responses to God’s love. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



NUNC DIMITTIS 
 

Evening Service in D, Gounod 
 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace: according to thy word. 
For mine eyes have seen: thy salvation; 
Which thou hast prepared: before the face of all people: 
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles:  
and to be the glory of thy people, Israel. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now, 
and ever shall be: world without end. Amen. 

Luke 2. 29 – 32  
  
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth; 
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, 
Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
Born of the Virgin Mary, 
Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
Was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended into hell; 
The third day he rose again from the dead; 
He ascended into heaven, 
And sitteth on the right hand  
of God the Father Almighty; 
From thence he shall come to judge  
the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; 
The holy Catholick Church; 
The Communion of Saints; 
The Forgiveness of Sins 
The Resurrection of the body, 
And the life everlasting. Amen. 



THE LESSER LITANY 
 
Minister The Lord be with you. 
Choir  And with thy spirit. 
Minister Let us pray. 
 
 
Minister Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Choir  Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Minister Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
 
All  Our Father, which art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name; 
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
  in earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive them that trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation; 
  but deliver us from evil. Amen. 
 
Minister O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us. 
Choir  And grant us thy salvation. 
Minister O Lord, save the Queen. 
Choir  And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
Minister Endue thy Ministers with righteousness. 
Choir  And make thy chosen people joyful. 
Minister O Lord, save thy people. 
Choir  And bless thine inheritance. 
Minister Give peace in our time, O Lord. 
Choir  Because there is none other that fighteth for us 
  but only thou, O God. 
Minister O God, make clean our hearts within us. 
Choir  And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.



THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

O God our refuge and strength, who art the author of all godliness; be ready, we 
beseech thee, to hear the devout prayers of thy Church; and grant that those things 
which we ask faithfully we may obtain effectually; through Jesys Christ our Lord. 
Choir:  Amen. 
 

THE SECOND COLLECT, AT EVENING PRAYER 
 

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do 
proceed; Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that both 
our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that  by thee we being 
defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and quietness; 
through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. 
Choir: Amen. 
 

THE THIRD COLLECT, FOR AID AGAINST ALL PERILS 
 

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy, defend us 
from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour 
Jesus Christ. 
Choir: Amen. 
 
 ¶ All sit 

THE ANTHEM 
 

O Thou, the central orb of righteous love, 
Pure beam of the most high, eternal light 

Of this our wintry world, thy radiance bright 
Awakes new joy in faith, hope soars above. 

 
Come, quickly come, and let thy glory shine, 

Gilding our darksome heaven with rays divine. 
 

Thy saints with holy lustre round thee move, 
As stars about thy throne, set in the height 
Of God's ordaining counsel, as thy sight 



Gives measured grace to each, thy power to prove. 
 

Let thy bright beams disperse the gloom of sin, 
Our nature all shall feel eternal day 

In fellowship with thee, transforming day 
To souls erewhile unclean, now pure within. Amen. 

 
Words: H.R. Bramley 

Music: C. Wood 
 
 

 
THE PRAYERS 

 
Ending with: 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, 
be with us all ever more. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
The Collects 
 
This section of prayer concludes with the collects. These are longer prayers than the 
responses, and many were translated or composed by Thomas Cranmer when the first prayer 
book was complied in 1549. At Evensong the first collect is associated with the specific date 
or festival, the last two collects do not change. 
 
 
The Anthem 
 
The Prayer Book introduces the anthem; ‘in quires and places where they sing, here 
followeth the anthem’, and as such the anthem of today finds its roots Anglican worship. 
The words are often taken from scripture, but poetry, prose, and a combination of all three 
are common.  
 
 
The Prayers and Dismissal 
 
More informal prayers follow, when we pray specifically for the College, the World, those in 
need and ourselves.  Through prayer we ask for grace to continue the work of sharing God’s 
love in our own day, in our relationships, and in all our endeavours. A hymn and dismissal 
conclude the service. The dismissal sentences are taken from Psalm 121, and are unique to 
Exeter College Chapel. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
HYMN 

 

Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us 
o'er the world's tempestuous sea; 

guard us, guide us, keep us, feed us, 
for we have no help but thee; 
yet possessing every blessing, 

if our God our Father be. 

Saviour, breathe forgiveness o'er us: 
all our weakness thou dost know; 

thou didst tread this earth before us, 
thou didst feel its keenest woe; 

Self denying, death defying, 
thou to Calvary didst go. 

Spirit of our God, descending, 
fill our hearts with heavenly joy, 
love with every passion blending, 

pleasure that can never cloy: 
thus provided, pardoned, guided, 

nothing can our peace destroy. 

Words: J. Edmeston 
Music: Mannheim, F. Filitz 

 
 

THE DISMISSAL 
 

The Lord preserve your going out and your coming in: 
From this time forth, for ever more. Amen. 
 
 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY 
 

Prélude in C Massenet 


