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Today's programme is dedicated to the memory of those who have died in the COVID-19 pandemic 
around the world. Many of the works are based on chorales — German Lutheran hymns. In each, 
the poets lament human frailty, loss, and their need to trust in God in the worst of times. Many were 
composed during times of great tribulation — of war, famine, and disease — yet they share the 
hope that the future will be brighter, and that, despite the great challenges we face in dark times, 
we will one day find peace in our lives. 
 
 
Wenn wir in höchsten Nöten sein, BWV 641 Johann Sebastian Bach 
   (1685–1750) 
 

Wenn wir in höchsten Nöten sein When we are in our deepest distress 
Und wissen nicht, wo aus noch ein, And know not what to do, 
Und finden weder Hilf noch Rat, And find neither help nor counsel; 
Ob wir gleich sorgen früh und spat, Although we worry morning and night, 
So ist dies unser Trost allein, It is our only solace 
Dass wir zusammen insgemein Together to frequently 
Dich anrufen, o treuer Gott, Call upon you, O faithful God, 
Um Rettung aus der Angst und Not. For deliverance from our fear and need. 

 
 
 

––––––––––––– 
 

The next recital will be released online on 
Tuesday, 9 March: Miles Swinden 

(Exeter College, Oxford)  



 

 

Agnus Dei pour orgue Frank Martin 
   (1890–1974) 
 

Agnus Dei, qui tollis Lamb of God, who takes away 
peccata mundi, miserere nobis. the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, Lamb of God, who takes away 
dona nobis pacem. the sin of the world, grant us peace. 

 
 
An Wasserflüssen Babylon, BWV 653 J.S. Bach 
    

An Wasserflüssen Babylon By the waters of Babylon 
da saßen wir mit Schmerzen, There sat we in grief, 
als wir gedachten an Zion As we thought of Zion, 
da weinten wir von Herzen! There we wept from our hearts! 
Wir hingen auf mit schwerem Mut, We hung up, with heavy spirits, 
die Harfen und die Orgeln gut Our good harps and organs 
an ihre Baum der Weiden, On the trees of their pastures 
die drinnen sind in ihrem Land, That are within their lands; 
da mußten wir viel  
Schmach und Schand 

There must we endure much  
Shame and humiliation 

täglich von ihnen leiden. At their hands daily. 
 
 
Allegro from Sonata I, Op. 65 Felix Mendelssohn 
   (1809–1847) 
 

Was mein Gott will, gescheh allzeit, What my God wills, may it always be, 
sein Will, der ist der beste. His will is the best. 
Zu helfen dem er ist bereit, He is ready to help those 
der an ihn glaubet feste. who believe firmly in Him. 
Er hilft aus Not, He helps us in our distress,  
der treue Gott, the faithful God, 
er tröst' die Welt ohn Maßen. He comforts the world beyond measure. 
Wer Gott vertraut, Who trusts in God 
fest auf ihn baut, and places their burden on Him — 
den will er nicht verlassen. He will not forsake them. 

 
 
Melody in D Samuel Coleridge-Taylor 
   (1875–1912) 
 



 

 

Praeludium in G Fanny Hensel 
   (1805–1847) 
 
Cantilena in G Florence Price 
   (1887–1953) 
 
Jesu, meine Freude (world premiere) Will Harmer 
 (b. 2000) 
 

Jesu, meine Freude, Jesus, my joy, 
meines Herzens Weide, my heart's pasture, 
Jesu, meine Zier! Jesus, my treasure! 
Ach wie lang, ach lange, Ah, how long, ah long 
ist dem Herzen bange has my heart suffered 
und verlangt nach dir! and longed for you! 
Gottes Lamm, mein Bräutigam, God's lamb, my bridegroom, 
außer dir soll mir auf Erden besides you on earth 
nichts sonst Liebers werden. nothing shall be dearer to me. 

 
 
Von dir, o Vater, nimmt mein Herz Werner Wehrli 
   (1892–1944) 
 

Von dir, o Vater, nimmt mein Herz From you, O Father, my heart accepts 
Glück, Unglück,  
Freuden oder Schmerz, 

Happiness, unhappiness,  
Joys or pain, 

von dir, der nichts als lieben kann, From you, who can do nothing but love, 
vertrauensvoll und dankbar an. Trustingly and gratefully. 

 
 
O Lamm Gottes, unschuldig, BWV 656 J.S. Bach 
   

O Lamm Gottes unschuldig, O innocent Lamb of God, 
Am Stamm des Kreuzes geschlachtet, Slaughtered on the trunk of the Cross, 
Allzeit erfunden geduldig, Patient at all times, 
Wiewohl du warest verachtet. However you were scorned. 
All Sünd hast du getragen, You have borne all sins, 
Sonst müßten wir verzagen. Otherwise we would have to despair. 
Erbarm dich unser, o Jesu. Have mercy on us, O Jesus. 

 
 
  



 

 

TODAY'S ORGANIST 

Christopher Holman is pursuing a doctorate in historical musicology at the University 
of Oxford, where he directs the Choir of Exeter College and is a Graduate Teaching 
Assistant for Bach Keyboard Music and Techniques of Composition at New College. Since 
winning the Albert Schweitzer Organ Competition in the USA, he has performed at major 
international festivals, including the Leipzig Bach Festival in Germany, the Festival 
international de l’orgue ancienne in Sion, Switzerland, and the Festival Internacional de 
Órgano y Música Antigua in Oaxaca, Mexico. In 2017, he held a fellowship from the Frank 
Huntington Beebe Fund to study and pursue research at the Schola Cantorum Basiliensis 
in Basel, Switzerland, and has since performed on many of the most important historic 
organs in the world. He has presented papers and lectured at leading international 
musicology conferences in the UK, United States, Germany, and Switzerland, is the Editor 
of the online journal Vox Humana. His research has been published in Early Music (with a 
forthcoming paper in Keyboard Perspectives). His dissertation focuses on Bach performance 
practice in the French Romantic Organ School and developing new methods of analysing 
Welte organ rolls, and is under the supervision of Robert Quinney. He previously studied 
organ with Robert Bates at the University of Houston and Dana Robinson at the University 
of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. 
 

THE ORGAN OF EXETER COLLEGE, OXFORD 

The present organ at Exeter College Chapel was completed in 1994 by J.W. Walker & 
Son Ltd. It retains the Chapel architect Gilbert Scott's case design and façade pipes from 
the previous Hill organ, but the tonal palette is inspired by French nineteenth-century 
instruments, in harmony with the Chapel’s aesthetic. It employs mechanical key action and 
electric stop and combination action. 
 

ONLINE RECITALS FROM EXETER COLLEGE CHAPEL 

Thank you very much for attending today's recital. During Hilary term and the UK 
lockdown, organ programmes will be released online on Tuesdays of even weeks. Please 
visit www.exetercollegechoir.co.uk for the latest information on recitals in the future, and 
we hope to be able to see you again in person soon. 
 

ONLINE SERVICES 

During this Hilary term, services with music from the Choir's archive and pieces recorded 
in isolation over the previous week will be released on Sundays at 
www.exetercollegechoir.co.uk/webcasts. 


